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JK – 61                                                  CIRCULAR TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE PROVINCE                                  05.06.2017 
 

Dear Confreres 
Greetings of Peace and Joy of Christ to you! 
 

Bro Anthony Chalackal Passes away ( 15.02. 1938- 03.06.2017) 
 

Rev. Bro. Anthony Chalackal aged 79 years passed away on 
3rd June 2017 at 11.50 pm at Fransalian Community, Jalna. 
Bro Chalackal was leading largely a retired life in Jalna for 
the past few years. He was under medication ever since he 
was diagnosed of cardio vascular problems many years back. 
He was regular in visiting his doctor and also took his own 
country medicines in addition to allopathic. On 3rd June, he 
visibly did not look very well in the afternoon and not eaten 
well but again at night he looked normal had his usual meal 
and went to bed. But in between got up and shown certain 
uneasiness and asked for help. The security staff was asked 
to attend to him for the night. However, at 10.45pm the man 
sensed something unusual to the breathing tone of Bro. 

Chalackal and alerted the community members. Fr. Shijumon remained with him for the rest of the time, prayed 
over him and offered to take him to Hospital which, Bro. Chalackal declined. He did respond to his queries and 
thanked Fr. Shijumon for praying over him. At times, again he got calmed down with his deep breathing, at 
11.50pm he breathed his last and returned to his creator God. Fr. Shijumon said that it was a very peaceful and 
holy death as he did not show any struggles. 
 

Bro. Anonty Chalackal was born to Rapheal and Mary on 15th February 1938 at Uchanturuth, Kerala. He was 
baptised on 21st February 1938 at Mary’s Church, Uchanturuth, Kerala and confirmed in the same church 2nd 
January 1947. He did his primary education, Secondary education at Guruvayoor, Kerala from 1943 – 1958. He 
entered the minor seminary at Arumanoor, in 1958. He did his novitiate from 08th May 1963 to 09th May 1964 
and made his first profession on 09th May 1964 at Visakhapatnam. He made his perpetual profession on09th 
May 1967 in Pune, Maharashtra. He was first appointed in Pune Fransalian Seminary as minister, and then he 
was appointed in Murtizapur to supervise construction of the School building, and then was sent to Dhuni 
Mission in Maharashtra for eight years. The longest place that he served was Bidkin Mission near Aurangabad 
where he worked for 21 years. He came to be popularly known as Bidkin Baba and became famous with 
country medicines. He brought many school going children to the community house and gave them 
accommodation and assisted them in their education. We have many vocations through his efforts from 



2 
 

Maharashtra. He said in his interview to Province Magazine “TARANG” that the life in Bidkin was most 
fulfilling and the most enjoyed time was his regency period in Amravati Bishop House. He also worked in 
Daruhera Haryana for two years. After, he was diagnosed of heart related problems; he was leading a retired life 
in Jalna Community. When he was asked what would be his message to younger Fransalians, his answer was to 
be obedient to their immediate superiors. 
 

Bro. Anthony Chalackal was a missionary who dedicated his entire life for the poor and mission of his lord 
Jesus. He was a man of intense prayer and much devoted to Mother Mary. One of the main works he engaged 
was to pray for the intensions of his community members and parishioners. Most of his pocket money he spent 
for buying candles for Mother Mary. He paid special attention to the shrine of Mather Mary in Jalna and prayed 
over the devotees who visited the shrine. Of late, serving the community and members in whatever way 
possible was his way of life. He helped the maid in the kitchen, set the dining table always, and did the sacristy 
works regularly. He was punctuality personified for all community activities.  He had great love to do all menial 
jobs which endeared him to kitchen staff and other servants. He was an epitome of simplicity and child-like 
love for all members of any age group. The transfers of members from community pained him. He was quite 
tensed about wasting things specially food items. He took special care of it personally and made sure that they 
are first competed. Any delayed payment of salary to cook, milk man and all those who are closely associated 
with him affected him. He never wanted to see them unhappy. The most valued document he preserved and read 
was the Provincial Circular. I am happy to give below the following condolence messages. 
 

“I am sad to know that Bro. Anthony Chalackal died. I express my sentiments of condolence to the Nagpur 
Province family and to his biological family. I know him as a simple religious who was close to the people and 
to the Lord through his words and deeds. We have lost another veteran missionary. May the Lord grant him 
eternal rest! We thank the Lord for this great missionary who touched the lives of many people.” May his soul 
rest in peace!  

Father Abraham, MSFS 
 

“Thank you for letting me know about the death of our dear Bro. Anthony Chalackal at Jalna. His love for the 
poor, living with them like the poor, attending to their sickness, and encouraging them in education and better 
life were some of his very obvious and outstanding qualities that we cannot forget. He spoke less but he did 
more and in keeping with the call of Jesus. I join you and the members of the Nagpur Province in thanking God 
for the life of this dear confrere and in praying for his eternal rest and peace in God.” 

Fr Angelo, Fernandes MSFS 
 

“Please accept, and transmit to our confreres of the Nagpur Province, my heartfelt fraternal condolence on the 
passing away of our dear Bro. Anthony Chalackal - affectionately known by us (when in Aurangabad) as 
our Bidkin Baba. I will always remember him as a "sincere, simple and zealous MISSIONARY" warm hearted 
and totally dedicated to his vocation and mission. I recall the lovely times we (Fr. Ivo and I, when at the 
Students' Centre and later FTI, Aurangabad) had, in his farm at Bidkin: we were witnesses to his pastoral care, 
especially of the poor and the sick. I remember the days when he recruited so many potential candidates for the 
Congregation and sent them to our Minor Seminary at Bastora, in the 1980s - some of them are now Fransalian 
Missionaries. My prayers accompany him to the Father's abode. May he obtain for us from us an abundance of 
the Father's Blessings. Adieu dear Bidkin Baba. R.I.P” 

Fr. Noel, Rebello MSFS 
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In Bro. Anthony Chalackal, we have lost a good human being and a saintly religious person. As we bid final 
farewell to our beloved Bidkin Baba, let us resolve to emulate his human divine qualities. May the good Lord 
grand him eternal rest, may his Soul rest in peace. His funeral Mass is scheduled on 5th June at 10.00 am in St 
Mary’s Church Jalna followed by burial services at Christian Cemetery. 
 

Yours Sincerely in Christ 

 
Jacob Karamakuzhyil, MSFS 
Provincial Superior 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 


