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J K - 6                            CIRCULAR  TO ALL  THE   MEMBERS  OF   THE PROVINCE                                   28 .02.2012          

 
My Dear Confreres 
 

I greet you with peace and joy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

“Moving together in the power of God’s Spirit is a self emptying challenge and incredible precious 

opportunity”          - Superior General in “Local Communities as Constituent Units of the 

Congregation” 

 

The words of the Superior General resonated within me when I moved from person to person, community 

to community, during my maiden canonical visitation. Make me do justice to this sacred mission was my 

ceaseless prayer all through this visitation.  With feelings of great joy, satisfaction and gratitude to God, I 

share with you, my dear confreres, my views, observations and concerns.   The first phase of my visitation 

commenced in Orissa and ended in Neemuch, Madhya Pradesh, then Nagpur and Mannarkad followed by 

Amravati, Nashik, Jalna, Aurangabd and Nanded districts of Maharashtra and thus completed the visitation 

of 25 of our houses by 9
th
 February 2012.  

I was touched by the respect, reverence and the honour accorded to me irrespective of my younger age and 

lack of experience in the office. I felt strengthened and it made the feelings of diffidence vanish. In all 

Centres, community meetings were held facilitating free deliberations, exchanges on the mission and 

religious life of the community. My personal letter in preparation for the visitation was a reference point in 

the meetings. Most of the Communities presented oral reports on the working of the community. Books of 

Records were verified, Mass books signed, prayed for the community and mission during the specially 

celebrated Eucharist. I had meeting with most of the collaborating Sisters communities and with the Bishop 

of Jamshedpur, Nasik, Jhabua and in other dioceses either the Vicar General or the Administrators were 

met. I have dispatched the post visitation reports to all the communities expressing my views, concerns and 

directives on various matters pertaining to our religious living and the apostolate.  The communities were 

asked to take up this letter for discussion in a community meeting. 

 

The visitation of the sixteen sub-centres in Orissa.  
All these years, to me, Orissa Mission meant just three 

parishes namely Panderpalli,Raidihi and Ambapani.  These 

Parishes together have 20 sub centres, 10 for Panderpalli, 6 

for Raidihi and 4 for Ambapanai.  I was fortunate to visit the 

sub-centres of Panderpalli and Raidihi which gave me the 

feeling of the life of people, their ardent faith in God and the 

much work needed to be done to nurture their faith. I saw the 

lost people of God, lost to their daily struggle with minimum 

assistance, lost to their minimum rituals, lost to their age old 

traditions, dances and songs, lost to their inherited 

occupation seemingly unorganised. In Raidihi, the visit of 
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the sub-centres were not made known to people but in Panderpalli parishners of the sub-centers were 

alerted which facilitated a reception typical of the culture and befitting to their living standards. It was 

heartening to see in the interior rural terrain, under the trees, at the mountain valley and near the village 

stream, people gathered to welcome me with jungle flowers in their hands and with all traditional 

instruments of music and dance. From 2 in the afternoon to 9.30 p.m. at night I moved with Frs. Pradeep 

and Bijay and still we could not complete all the sub-centres of Panderpalli Parish on the same day. My 

heart was filled with great anxiety to see more and more of their lives for deeper understanding and, at the 

same time, with feeling of remorse for not being able to make them feel loved and cared to the extent they 

desired. I often doubted my silent and strange demeanour of wonder and perplexity made them doubt as 

my proud disposition. I admit I was the only stranger in their midst as though not trained to suit the 

mission. Many village chapels were old and dilapidated. After this beautiful and fulfilling experience, way 

back home I wrote the following in my diary. 

 

I saw their houses of worship 

Designed and made of their toil 

Like a dented cage it often sail 

In winds or storms but that never stop 

Obeisance to the God of  heart 

The source of life that gives light 

To whom they owe all prosperity 

To inflame the ceaseless longing of sanctity 

Their Love’s generosity not paralleled 

Keeping aside precious grains needed 

That sustained life of generations 

A share to divine for intervention 

 

Village Mass sub-centres needs immediate attention 
 

Tarasanga Village  Chapel is one of the sub-centres of Panderpalli Parish. Although it looks apparently 

alrigh, it is badly built. It has 30 catholic families and a population of 150 

practicing Catholics. It is a simple construction of mud and wild plants and 

needs to be renovated. The wooden roof is being eaten up by white ants and 

is in a dilapidated condition. This chapel is situated in a dense forest. 

 

Khuntodorho Chapel is another sub-centre of 

Panderpalli Parish with 40 catholic families. There 

are 250 people belonging to Munda tribe profess their Christian faith. This village 

chapel is a mud house and most of the people in this village are illiterate and the 

youth migrate to the metropolitan cities like Mumbai, Delhi and Bangalore. It is 

required to have a decent place of worship for the people of this village. 

 

Tilaimal Village Chapel is situated 12 kms away from Panderepalli Parish. There are 150 Catholic 

families with 900 people scattered in three 

different villages. The chapel needs to be 

reconstructed at the earliest. People keep repairing 

it by their free manual labour every year. It is also 

built of mud and forest wood. The Fathers with the 

help of the parishioners made an attempt to 

construct a church in Tilaimal a few years ago but 

could not complete due to lack of funds. (The 

incomplete church constructed years back is given at the right.)   

 

Kulga Village Chapel does not look  fit to celebrate Mass. However the 

mass is being celebrated periodically like any other village chapel. People 

keep repairing it. The parishioners are ready to make the maximum 

possible contributions to construct a new chapel. They have spotted the 

place for the chapel and dug the foundation. To build it they are ready to 

give their free labour to the extent possible. In all fairness to the Orissa 

mission we need to take steps to construct this chapel for Kulga Village 

with immediate effect. It has 90 Catholic families. 
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Bifurcation of the Panderpalli Parish is imminent 

St Francis de Sales Church, Panderpalli, is the 30
th
 rural tribal 

parish in the Diocese of Rourkela. It was erected in the year 1992 

with a population of  6,500 Catholics with 10 sub-centres, each 

with 3 to 4 villages.  Panderpalli Parish draws parishioners from 

39 villages. It is too vast an area for a single parish to cater to the 

spiritual needs of the faithful. Considering the need to attend to 

people on regular basis for their spiritual and sacramental needs, 

the bifurcation of this parish is imperative. As per the suggestion 

of our confreres, Mundagaon, one of the sub-centres, (photograph 

given at the left) can be made an independent parish.  It is the only 

sub-centre which has 19 acres of land in the name of the Church. However, it will depend on the Bishop 

whether he is well disposed to this idea of bifurcation.  However, we will make our proposal to the Bishop 

as it is in the best interest of the faithful. Mundagaon has got a boarding which is dilapidated and looks 

very bad. Fr Rajesh Lugun is making efforts to mobilize funds for reconstructing this boarding for the  

school going children in Mundagaon.  

 

Orissa Mission is a God given opportunity. 
We have not gone to Orissa to construct and run magnificent institutions of visibility and beauty but to 

prove our relevance as missionaries mainly for parish mission. If at all we go in the direction of 

establishing institutions, it is to assist the original mission and cannot take prominence over the other. To 

my mind Orissa Mission is the opportunity of Divine Providence. We have 62 villages under three parishes 

to work for the development of the people, to cater to the spiritual needs, to nurture faith, bring more 

people to faith and to work for the socio-economic welfare of the people irrespective of all considerations.  

It is a test on our spiritual energy and missionary vitality. We need not look at the errors of the past.  We 

are yet to make a Society/Trust in Orissa which has to become the official channel to direct all activities of 

our apostolate.  We know that money matters for any work but money shall come automatically if we have 

the determination and the will to work. We can go in a massive way for education and social work. 

Education does not mean english medium schools, but boarding, hostels, and conscientisation process. We 

can have projects like formation of self help groups, low cost housing, awareness on various health and 

environmental concerns, short term programs of skill development etc. Confreres working in the area 

should show greater enthusiasm to make maximum use of this God given opportunity to make an impact of 

our presence in these rural villages of Orissa substantially populated by Christians. 

 

Khamgaon and Buldana Mission 
My anxiety had no limits to see Khamgaon and Buldana Mission as it was for the first time I was seeing. I 

could not respond to the invitation of late Fr PV Joseph during his life time. I prayed and offered Mass for 

this great missionary who attempted to orient people to the values of native culture. The Ashram lived 

more in his heart than what actually made visible. I could imagine the struggle of  pioneering work in this 

rural terrain with minimum amenities by an aging priest whose innovative mind and love for the poor 

reached him here during his retirement period. The merit of this mission is the colony of the poor which 

bears testimony to the priority of this mission. The education of children from this colony is to be given 

utmost importance. Fransalian Seva Kendra Society, Khamgaon, undtertakes social works, inter religious 

dialogue, skill development program for the rural youth in a very limited and controlled manner. It does 

justice to whatever projects it takes up. 

 

Buldana Church of limited parishioners gave a fitting reception to me. I stayed two days with Fr Valerian 

Gomes in Buldana. The school of the Sisters have come to great prominence in terms of reputation and 

quality. One half of the diocesan owned property is being used for the school and the other half for the 

church. In all fairness and for better protection of the property and Institution, it is important that we build 

the compound wall on our side of the property which completes the wall of the whole property and ensures 

the safety of all in the church premises. However, we need to have funds for the same. Priests living here 

needs to show greater innovative and enterprising spirit to minimize the feeling of loneliness and lack of 

work. 
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Our Defunct Societies  
When Centres are devoid of activities, the charitable societies established to administer them in that centre 

cease to function in violation of the civic rules.  We have many such societies. It is important that we 

rectify the errors and revive these societies; some of them even have FC numbers. Few of the Superiors 

have taken steps to rectify the errors giving the cases to practicing lawyers. 

   

Our deserted and low lying missions 
Karanji, once a flourishing farm land of 53 acres had the worst deserted look. The bungalow, as the 

villagers call it, is vandalised and ransacked by the villagers. Staircase attacked badly for steel and bricks, 

parapet disappeared of the terrace, doors and windows taken away, rooms are being used by the villagers 

for storing the fodder, chapel floor dug deep down in search of hidden treasures, pipe lines and water 

pumps disappeared, bricks and tiles  removed from the corridors, electrical supply disconnected and poles 

uprooted, bore wells filled up with stones. The once fertile land is full of thorny shrubs. The villagers are 

excavating the no man’s land taking away the soil to fill up the low lying areas of their property. It has the 

look of a war ravaged deserted farm house. It looks like a skeleton without flesh. I asked one of the 

villagers why did they do this harm to their so called bungalow the answer was spontaneous. An 

impression was spread that the house and property are discarded by the society, then everyone wanted to 

loot whatever was available of the building and land. I am thankful to Fr Philip Maleparambil for the 

interest taken to revive the Karanji farm. We have brought a family from Orissa as care-takers. This is the 

first step to revive this farm land.  

  

Mandvi is the second deserted mission which has a beautiful residence but not being used. Sisters of 

Helpers of Mary continue to work there without the support of a resident priest. Fathers from Kinwat go to 

celebrate mass for them. Mandvi was a flourishing mission of social work once with two resident priests. 

Ever since Fr Thomas Kuttiankal was transferred from Himayatnagar the administration made several 

attempts to get sisters to work there to continue various social work programs. Those who came were not 

equipped to handle the existing program of tailoring and dispensary and eventually gave it up. At present 

Fr Amal Raju is slowly learning the objectives of the mission. He needs to write projects for the expenses 

and for starting various schemes for this mission. This low lying mission too has to be revived with 

activities. 

 

We are running short of 28 members or more 
During my visitation, I realised that our existing communities are not sufficiently numbered. According to 

Constitution.187, “a Local Community consists of at least three confreres living their religious life in one 

community, sharing their missionary concerns together even while engaged in different apostolates. It is 

constituted by the competent authority and animated by a local superior with ordinary power.”  It may not 

be possible to have three members in all the communities. But we need not numerically multiply houses 

without equipping with more members in the already existing houses. When I casually mentioned this fact, 

one member said what work is to be done also need to be specified when additional members are sent. A 

religious community is not created to perform the written down duties of offices alone. It is said the 

supreme law of a religious community is charity. Should one write visiting the sick as one of the duties of a 

religious person? There are numerous avenues of expressing our faith in fulfilling the law of love which 

Jesus taught us. A community is an association of persons; it is an organism and not a mechanism and 

communion of thoughts, hearts, works and prayer. It has to be a group of people with reasonable number 

which is implied by our constitution. 

 

Local Superiors to animate communities as expected of them 
During my visitation it was observed that very few communities have regular community meetings. In 

most places, it is held only occasionally. I quote the following from the booklet approved by the 

congregation titled LOCAL COMMUNITIES AS THE CONSTITUENT UNITS OF THE 

CONGREGATION “Local superior organises the life of the community through regular community 

meetings, at least once a month, to review the life and mission of the community; to exchange mutual ideas 

and informations, for constructive evaluation.” It is meant to have fraternal sharing of experiences, 

evaluations, ideas and plans among the members. This helps the members to understand one another better, 
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to participate in the life and activity and share in the responsibility of every one. It is an exercise in 

communication and interaction meant to promote the members in achieving the common goal. The sense of 

belonging, mutual trust, collective interest in the mission, sense of responsibility and joy in living together 

will increase the quality of communication. Therefore, may I request all the local Superiors not to 

compromise on monthly community meetings and recollections. 

 

Financial Contribution to the Provincialate  
During my visitation I had taken up this concrete Action Plan of the Provincial Congress, with the earning 

communities. There were absolutely no dissenting voice or objection by any member. I presented before 

them their available money accounted and requested them to keep aside the money meant for the Province 

and plan for the development of the School with the rest of the funds.  We do not have many earning 

Communities, however, I impressed upon the upcoming schools to share with the Provincialate whatever 

little contribution is possible, citing the example of our parishioners in Orissa who contribute from the 

available grains to the Church irrespective of the size or the economic background of the family. I am 

grateful to the school communities for honouring the decision of the Provincial Congress. The whole 

Province is watching the implementation of this action plan which the earning schools did not oppose in 

the General Assembly.  St John’s Community, Nagpur has already made contribution, for the current 

financial year. The remaining two School Communities of Maharastra is to follow the suit.   I am sure this 

contribution shall minimize our deficit and we shall resume our contribution to the Generalate and 

Mozambique Mission. 

 

Visitaton of General Councillor Fr Thumma Mariadas Reddy to our Centres 
Fr Thumma Mariadas is  in charge of evolving the Vision Mission Plan of each centre in the provinces of 

Nagpur and Pune.  In preparation to the evolution and finalisation of Vision Mission Plan of all the Centres 

in our Province, He is visiting some of our Centres as per the schedule already sent by the personal letter 

JK.PL3. Superiors are requested to facilitate the process of finalising the vision mission plan for their 

respective centres. Kindly schedule a community meeting for deliberations during his visitation. 

   

A letter sent to Confreres working in developed countries to make certain policies clear for 

implementation in future.  
My Dear Confreres of Nagpur Province   in Germany Switzerland, USA.                                                                                             

 

Greetings of peace and joy of Christ to you from Nagpur. 

I write this letter in the spirit of fraternal communion in the Lord Jesus Christ, close affinity shared as 

members of our dear Congregation and the consecrated life we embraced voluntarily.  By this letter I do 

not intend any malice towards any person or groups but to make perspectives known, admit errors 

committed and allay all kind of fears and misunderstanding. I thought it imperative to write to you, my 

dear Confreres, especially after the return of Fr Francis Venmenikattayil to Europe.  

 

The return of Fr Francis to Europe is an error committed by the administration inadvertently. Do not point 

out one error to commit another one.  I admit that the Administration always wanted Fr Francis to be in 

Europe for its many projects in India and Mozambique but without compromising the policy on the 

integration of the Confreres back in the Provinces after ten years of their services in developed Countries. I 

admit that our enthusiasm to send him back again made us less serious in studying the recommendations 

approved by the 18
th
 General Chapter on GAH and subsequent directives on the implementation of the 

same by the General Curia. The Administration was under the impression that one need to be back in the 

Province only just for one year. However, a collective request of parishioners in Chur Diocese, 

Switzerland, made us send him after 6 months.  Whatever  done  was in good faith with no questionable 

intentions but amounted to violation of the norms that the minimum duration of integration back in the 

Province is 3 years and not 1 year. I hereby make known to you, my dear Confreres, the context and 

circumstances leading to this decision for which Provincial Administration alone is responsible. Let this 

letter put to rest all your doubts and misunderstanding regarding your return to the Province after the 

completion of ten years of ministry in developed countries and the duration of the stay in the Province, if at 

all any one, is selected to be sent back by the Provincial Council. 
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Certain apprehensions were perceived while interacting with the Confreres whether back home one will get 

the kind of pastoral exposure which they are accustomed in developed countries. It is a question of how life 

is going to be in the eventuality of coming back. The uncertainty and the fear of the unknown and new life 

situation in ministry is always a matter of concern. I agree with this fact fully as it will be inhuman not to 

notice the pain of displacement. I also disagree with the same, as seeking a state of permanence in our 

pastoral apostolic life goes against the basic maxims of our religious commitment.  Remember the promise 

we made to God of our missionary vocation is more sacred than any policy or norms, or provincials or 

superiors. Let us believe in our merits, let us believe that we are trained to encounter all intricacies of life 

and suit divergent mission environment. Let us comfortably live in this world for others and let not too 

much of world live within us. Let not the transient and impermanent life situations and styles bother us.  

This is my wish and prayer for you and for me. 

 

It will be unfair to attribute indirectly or directly to any individual or province as the root cause for any 

policy decisions arrived collectively in a chapter or congress. Ideas may emanate from individuals. What is 

important is to what extent it is appealing to all and embraced by all. Our respect and obedience to those 

constituted bodies drawn from us and empowered by us to determine and direct governance cannot be 

watered down in any form be it directed to individuals or of their provinces. Jesus told Pilate, you have 

authority over me only because it was given to you by God. So is our constituted bodies, believe in them. 

 

The monitory loss on account of this policy is imminent and there is no denial of it. However, it is 

subsidiary to what is prioritized that we want our Confrere back home with us. The provinces are expected 

to sacrifice all monitory benefits for this purpose.   

Wishing you God’s abundant blessings and all acts of sacrifices of the Lenten season 

Yours Fraternally 

Fr  Jacob Karamakuzhyil 

 

Formation Forum Meeting 
The formators’ forum meeting of the Nagpur Province was held on the 11

th
 Feb 2012 at the MSFS 

Provincialate, Nagpur. Rev. Fr. Naveen Saldhana OP, formator and professor of theology at St. Charles’ 

Seminary, Nagpur, was the resource person who enlightened the gathering on the theme  “Human 

Spiritual Formation – Disciple of Christ to be”.  

The thought provoking input sessions was followed by group discussion among the 15 confreres who were 

present for the meeting. During the discussion we tried to answer the three relevant questions that were 

posed to us by the resource person and also shared and discussed some of the important issues of 

formation. Brief reports of the three formation houses also were presented. Rev. Fr. Jacob Karamakuzhiyil, 

the Provincial, addressed the gathering and shared his thoughts and concerns from the background of his 

visitation to different formation houses and made some valuable suggestions for a better Fransalian 

formation of our students. All the participants gathered around the Eucharistic table and for the Holy Mass 

presided over by the Provincial. The meeting was successful as it brought all the formators together to 

share, to discuss and to enrich in order to provide true Fransalian formation for the future,     - Fr Robin 

MSFS 
 

SFS Pre Primary Parents’ Day, Jhajjar 
Parents of SFS Pre-Primary School, Jhajjar, witnessed yet another 

spectacular cultural extravaganza on 11
th
 February 2012 in 

school’s arena. The theme for the event was “Incredible India”. 

The Chief Guest for the day was Fr.Johnson Nedumpurath SDB 

who is the in charge of Bosco Home for the Homeless Children in 

Jhajjar. The programme began with grand welcoming of the Chief 

Guest by our school band. The cultural programme began after 

lighting the ceremonial lamp. Parents were so overwhelmed by 

the performance of their little ones. What one could see was the 

sheer rapture on everyone’s face. Least we can say was that the 
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little kids proved wrong to their age. Chief Guest in his speech congratulated the management, staff and 

students. He also said that parents have made a right choice in sending their children to the school like this 

one. Citing one example he said to the parents to support their children because the future of the children 

lies in elder’s upbringing and their moulding. Lastly the Grand Finale was so marvellous that the audience 

could not but got a good eye for the little ones. The programme was ended with the National Anthem.                  

                                                                                                Fr. Patras MSFS 

Pray for 
Mrs Thresiamma, aged 86, paternal grand-mother, of Bro. Aajo Therully MSFS, died on 7

th
 February 2012 

 

 

Provincial’s Itinerary 
28.02.2012   Innovative Ministry Meeting, Nagpur 

29.02.2012  Leaves for Shillong Seminary 

06.03.2012  Leave Guwahati for Delhi 

07.03.2012  SFS School Management Committee Meeting, Janakpuri 

10.03.2012   Blessing of the Priest Residence Jhajjar 

10.03.2012  Management Committee Meeting Jhajjar 

11.03.2012  leaves for Nagpur 

18.03.2012   Feast Day Mass, Nimkheda 

31.03 to 02.04.2012  PCM, Nagpur 

 

Statement and Action plans of the Provincial Congress 2011. 
In preparation for the implementation of the action plan of the Provincial Congress apostolic community 

meetings are scheduled for group discussion on prescribed themes. The details are sent along with this 

circular. The conveners and Secretaries in consultation with the communities should call for the meetings 

regularly. The printed format of the schedule will be sent by post to all the communities. 

 

Conclusion 
My Dear Confreres, I had promised this circular on my maiden canonical visitation. When I began 

preparing it I did not think it would be so lengthy. I still wanted to write my observations on schools and 

parishes. It can be done may be at some other time.  However, I have shared with those in the apostolate in  

separate meetings. I hope you will have the patience and time to read this lengthy newsletter. We are in the 

season of Lent, preparing ourselves for the resurrection of our saviour. We all participated in the Ash 

Wednesday mass and being told to “turn away from sin and be faithful to Gospel” and got ashes placed on 

our foreheads. It is a moment of decision and invitation to change. “By the solemn forty days of Lent the 

Church unites herself each year to the mystery of Jesus in the desert” (CCCNo 540)  Let us be united to 

Christ as we engage in our spiritual journey of penance. I wish you during this season intense involvement 

in appropriate spiritual exercises, penitential liturgies, voluntary self denial like fasting, alms-giving and 

charitable works.  

Wishing you God’s blessings 

 

 
Yours devotedly in Christ, 

 

Fr.Jacob Karamakuzhiyil, msfs 

Provincial Superior 


