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JK – 57                                         CIRCULAR TO ALL THE   MEMBERS OF   THE PROVINCE                              16.12 .2016 
 

Dear Confreres 
 

Greetings of Peace and Joy of Christ to you! 
 

Hard Lessons of Demonetization for Advent 
 

Lessons from the chaos unleashed by demonetization 
should enable us to introspect life in and around our 
communities and take subsequent policy actions. On my 
return from Germany, Provincial House cook told me the 
consequent woes. No non-veg cooked for a week. We had 
to manage with whatever is available in the house. 
Migrant workers went home and construction work came 
to a standstill. There was a reverse mobility from cities to 

villages.  When I contacted my elderly mother on the phone she wondered: are these signs of the end of 
the world? One’s hard earned money or life-long saving has been taken away to examine its legality.  
 

Many people initially consoled themselves that some rich people somewhere are suffering. Their 
plundered and ill-gotten wealth had been unearthed. But these are unconfirmed news and the rich know 
how to protect their wealth. Those responsible for the decision are raising the sentiments of punishing the 
rich and championing the cause of the poor. It has been the strategy of winning the goodwill of all by 
whipping up the feeling against the rich and the powerful. It is made out to be a confrontation between the 
ordinary people and the elite class.  
 

Even in religious circle, institutions with huge financial clout high-light more on the little work done to 
the poor to be relevant within the objectives and purpose of its owner society. In fact, most church 
educational institutions draw their resources and derive strength from the affluent sections of the society. 
In terms of relationship and dependence we make huge inroads into well-to-do sections. But in crisis, all 
talks are of the little lip service done to the poor which, in fact, is the mandated mission. In the process of 
development, we hear often about smart cities, bullet trains, etc. When policy makers are from the affluent 
culture, they care little if it hurts the poor. This is a lesson for religious persons who want to establish 
institutions with best of facilities and comforts. Do we have a human face in running such institutions? 
Will we not get alienated from the people whom we are called to serve? Amartya Sen said that India is the 
only country which is trying to be an economic power without educating all citizens.  
 

Demonetisation very much symbolizes human insensitivity as 47% of our population do not avail banking 
facilities. The glaring inequalities are overlooked for the sake of greater economy. It has taken away the 
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livelihood of many people conceptually for long-term benefit and development to evolve a cashless 
society. Our suffering should increase our sensitivity towards those who are similarly afflicted. The 
situation should make us more compassionate in this advent season. True compassion is not only feeling 
another person’s pain but also moving to help him. Suffering will cease when love and compassion 
becomes the guiding principles of life. Doing nothing for others is the undoing of one’s self in our failure 
to be generous and kind when we miss the best part of our existence. “For I was hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me 
in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me” (Mt 25:42) The emphasis is clear from what Jesus added 
the following to these laments. “Whenever you have not done it unto the least of these, my brethren, you 
have not done it to me.”  
 

Demonetisation urges us to do more compassionate actions in this Christmas season. That includes 
bringing our domestic servant into organised sector. How long can we hold on to the present system? Let 
our sense of generosity and compassion find new direction in changing the lives of people whom we 
serve. Let us celebrate Christmas in bringing joy and happiness in the lives of others.  I wish each one of 
you a Merry Christmas, a prosperous and happy New Year. I wish for this Christmas that you and I share 
in the compassionate love of Jesus for the poor. 
 

Canonical Visitation to Nagpur Delegation in Germany 
 

It was my second visitation to Province Delegation 
in Germany. The purpose was to be with confreres 
and have the experience of their day-to-day life, 
ministry and to evaluate the working of the 
Delegation. Fr. Michael Raj picked me up from 
Munich airport and I spent two nights at 
Mellersdorf with him. Then, I stayed with Fr. 
Ashok Antony who has completed two years stay in 
Germany. He has picked up the language very well 
and quite active in ministry with additional interest 

in music. He teaches few people guitar in his parish. Then, I visited Fr. Pradeep Tirkey who is the latest 
entrant in Germany and is undergoing a rigorous language learning program in Bamberg Diocese. He says 
that the second minor seminary and novitiate is going on for 
him. Fr. Pradeep is well-adjusted and is well-integrated with 
routine life. He is living with three priests and has one meal 
in common. He has begun celebrating Mass in German. Fr. 
Vincent Chettiar picked me up from this place and took me to 
Neunkirchen where I stayed with him for one day. He has 
overcome his hip ailment after operations and is fully 
engaged in parish ministry. He is the assistant parish priest. 
Next day in the evening was the gathering of Bamberg local 
community at Fr. Solomon’s place. I spent two nights with him and met the Vicar General of Bamberg 
Diocese. He appreciated the Province for the service rendered and I thanked him for sponsoring the study 
of Fr. Alphonse Arockiaswamy.  
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Next day, I joined Fr. Rajesh Lugun at Waischenfel, a beautiful country side. I accompanied him for two 
family functions and participated in St. Martin’s feast day celebration marked by procession and role play 
by children. This feast in Germany is dedicated to children. He was quite busy with parishioners and 
spends much time with them. I then moved to the place of Fr. Marianus Kerketta who is the Assist Parish 
Priest of Waldsassen which has a historical church building. It is a place of pilgrimage. On 13th November 
2016, I reached Ebnath in the diocese of Regensburg where Fr. Anish George is the Parish Priest. On 14 th 
the Delegation Colloquium was convoked at Ebnath. Fr. Anish organized three meetings with different 
group of people in his attempt to mobilize support for Baradurgapur Mission. By evening all confreres 
reached to participate in the Delegation Colloquium. After the Colloquium, I left for Vilsbiburg the place 
of Fr. Robin Pararpuram who stays in a house of the Salesians as the presbytery is under renovation. Fr. 
Robin is the Assist Parish Priest of a big parish with a senior priest who is quite positively disposed to our 
proposal to assist missions in Mozambique. I visited the Vicar General of Regensburg and left for the 
diocese of Augsburg and stayed with Fr. James Mukalel and Fr. Austin Pookkattuchalil. Both were 
exceptionally hospitable. Fr. Austin is in a new parish and getting accustomed to the life and people of the 
place. On 18th I left for Switzerland and stayed with Fr. Cyriac Nellikunnel and Fr. Francis. I thanked Fr. 
Cyriac for supporting our various projects in Jharkhand. On 20th evening Fr. Francis took me to Zurich 
and we stayed for the night with one of his family friends. He dropped me at the airport on the next day 
morning. 
 

Nagpur Province Germany Delegation Colloquium 
 

The annual meeting of the members of the delegation was convoked at 
Ebnath on 14th November to evaluate the functioning of the delegation, the 
implementation of the action plan culled from the guidelines of the 
delegation and to mark the conclusion of the canonical visitation of the 
Provincial. Fr. Provincial was the main celebrant for the mass at 09.00 a.m. 
prior to the meeting. In his homily, he reminded the members of their 
spiritual identity above all. He said the ministry and life without the wisdom 
of the Holy Spirit will reduce everyone to salt without saltiness. He exhorted 
them to be assets of the Province and the Congregation in excelling their 
spiritual identity. The Mass was followed by the meeting which started with 
a prayerful note conducted by Fr. Michael Raj. Fr. Solomon welcomed the 
members and the Provincial to the meeting. He read out a short annual report 

of the delegation which enumerated the various activities and gatherings organized during the year. Fr. 
Provincial chaired the meeting for the rest of the session. 
 

The Provincial reminded that the purpose of establishing the delegation was to strengthen the religious life 
of members in Germany as MSFS in local communities and to deepen their fraternal communion. He 
evaluated on the seven-point action plans of the delegation finalized in 2014. Participation in the 
mandatory annual retreat is being practiced by all members. Exemptions are taken only on unavoidable 
circumstances with alternative arrangements. The annual report of the same by the Delegation Superior 
needs to mention on the conduct and participation of members in the annual report which is yet to be 
made a regular practice.  
 



4 
 

There are practical difficulties and situations that are not conducive like in the province to have six annual 
community meetings and recollections. It is possible to have three such meetings which is taking place. 
On the question of members taking turn for preaching recollections and providing opportunity for the 
sacrament of reconciliation, the members opined that regular meetings have set the tone for the realization 
of such spiritual practices but yet to attain perfection. The expected report writing of the same by the local 
superiors or appointed secretary for the purpose of intimating the Provincial is yet to be done on regular 
basis. 
 

On the question of a joint account by the delegation to pool individual contributions, all believed such 
accounts are not practical in the name of the individual. Such contributions can be directed to the society 
account in Germany or could start an account under the society resolutions. The members also said that 
pooling of contribution does not happen as desired because of various restrictions.  
 

The conducting of the annual colloquium convoked by 
the Delegation Superior for all members to evaluate 
pastoral activities, religious life, expected community 
animation by the local superior and policy 
implementation of the Province Statutes is taking place 
but sending the report of the same for the Provincial 
Council meeting is not being done regularly. 
 

The annual visitation of the delegation superior to all 
members has not been taking place. This directive was not taken seriously which is paramount to the 
animation of the members in their religious living and the annual report of the delegation superior to the 
Provincial with brief mention of the activities in terms of animation, ministry and measures taken to 
evolve community living in the Salesian spirit is yet to become a reality. Every new system of life takes its 
own time to be in place. The members expressed the view that as time passes, the system of community 
life envisaged through the decree of the establishment of the provincial delegation will be realized.  
 

On the question of the needed interest on fund mobilization for the mission concerns of the Province, the 
members wanted more follow-up on received contributions from the office of the Bursar. There were 
many practical difficulties cited in fund mobilization given the many unfortunate incidents of abuses in 
the past. It was a wonderful experience to have deliberated and evaluated the delegation administration. 
The members were present in full number. The meeting ended on a happy note appreciating each other for 
their contribution in organizing the colloquium.  
 

Canonical Visitation 
 

Bhusawal Community - It is one of the important parish communities of the Province. Fr. Joe Denis is 
the Parish Priest and Fr. Shantwan Kuthekar is the local superior. Fr. Peter Paul is the Assist Parish Priest 
and local Bursar. The silver jubilee celebration of Fr. Shantwan showed the unity and collective strength 
of the Parish. There are around 280 families in the parish. Bishop Lourds Daniel of Nashik called them a 
vibrant community during his address to the parishioners at the jubilee celebration. The community has 
undertaken a number of maintenance works in the presbytery as well as in the church compound with the 
help of parishioners. Karanji farm land is attached to this community and Fr. Shantwan oversees the farm. 
He managed to bring under cultivation the entire land. There are around 20 acres of cotton cultivation 
which looks to be very promising.  
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Fransalian Technical Institute, Aurangabad (FTI) - This community is comprised of the local superior 
Fr. John Dive and the Principal Fr. William Anthony. There are only two trades going on with 64 students 
mostly from rural background. They learn and assist in the workshop. The institute continues its motto of 
catering to poor youth and meet their educational needs. 4 staff members are employed in the institute 
who has been requesting for pay scale at par with Government ITI staff. Though certain benefit schemes 
were offered from the income of the workshop, they have taken recourse to legal action. An adverse 
judgement of the case can bring the institute to the fate of Nagpur Technical Institute. It may be difficult 
to over burden the student to pay correct scale to the staff. The workshop’s new machines are yet to bring 
dividends as the work orders for note books production is still to pick up. If our schools in Maharashtra 
respond positively then there will be desirable results. The community has the added responsibility of 
supervising the construction works of the proposed new school building.  
 

CIDCO Aurangabad - It is the silver jubilee year of St. John the Evangelist Church, CIDCO. The parish 
community celebrated the occasion on 20th November. Fr. Jose Mudavankunnel is the Superior and Parish 
Priest and Fr. Pius Gonsalves does the work of local Bursar. The parish was very well activated to 
celebrate the jubilee. Many parishioners came forward to sponsor various expenses. Fr. Jose 
Mudavankunnel managed to get a better water connection from the local authorities with the help of a 
Hindu neighbor. The church has got a better face-lift with new paintings and renovation works. Both these 
confreres are retired in age but not in ministry. They are quite exemplary in many ways. The local Society 
is in bad shape and needs to be revived. The last governing and general body minutes’ date back to 2011. 
Since this Society is given land by the Government, it cannot be left defunct for long. The community has 
promised to do the needful. This is one of the major societies yet to be regularized in terms of the approval 
of the changed report by charity commission and the minutes updated 
 

Professional Evaluation of the Province 
 

As per the decision of the Provincial Council, we are gearing up for a professional evaluation to assess our 
apostolate, community, religious life, effectiveness in ministry, administration of the institutions. There 
will be a discussion on questions in the Apostolic Communities. The main questionnaire will be prepared 
as per the feedback from the apostolic communities. There will be separate questions for scholastics under 
perpetual vows, temporary vows, confreres in developed countries and Mozambique. The evaluation team 
is expected to submit the evaluation report along with recommendations by June 2017. The report will be 
sent to the apostolic communities. Based on the evaluation report and on the suggestions of the apostolic 
communities, we may develop new vision mission plan, long term and short term objectives and goals for 
the province. I request all local superiors and delegation superiors to activate the process as soon as we 
begin them. The local superiors will be responsible in every community. They must ensure that members 
send back the questionnaire at the stipulated time. The questionnaire can be sent individually by the 
members or collectively by the House Superior. 
 

Mission Sangamam 
 

It is our attempt to evoke our missionary legacy and educate our missionaries on the mission thrust of the 
congregation. It also involves lay persons from every parish. Parishes with less than 100 families will send 
only one representative and more than 100 families will send two representatives. The Mission Sangamam 
includes assessment of our mission by way of a survey conducted in the parishes. It is an event that marks 
the coming together of all missionaries. Though it is compulsory for all parish priests, we expect all 
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province members to participate in this two day’s programme. Kindly inform Fr. Arun P about your travel 
plans. The programme begins on 17th January 2017 morning and ends at 18th noon.  
 

Salesian Formative Spirituality Programme at Annecy  
 

Fr. Yves Carron, the Provincial Superior of Franco-Swiss Province is the Director of this programme 
starting from 05th October to 16th November 2017. Rev. Fr. Superior General has issued certain guidelines 
in preparation for the programme for meaningful and productive participation. The number of participants 
is limited to 7 confreres only. The would-be participants of the Annecy programme must participate in the 
Salesian Spirituality seminar, to be held in IIS Bangalore in 2017 and attend the Salesian Retreat at 
Makkiyad. After the programme in Annecy the participants are expected to commit themselves to do 
advanced studies in Salesian Spirituality, Fr. Mermier and history of the congregation. They will become 
resource persons on Salesian Spirituality. Our province has cleared the name of Fr. Issac John for this 
programme as he has shown tremendous interest in disseminating Salesian Literature ever since he was 
part of the Heritage week programme. He has shown very tangibly how he benefited from the heritage 
week programme. We wish him God’s blessings in this new role entrusted to him.  
 

SFS Seminary Ettumanoor Celebrates Golden Jubilee 
 

SFS Seminary Ettumanoor is celebrating its Golden Jubilee (1967-2017). All the Provinces are requested 
to publish this news through the Provincial Circulars. During the jubilee year, different events are going to 
be organised. All the priests who have studied in the Seminary and now working in different provinces 
and outside India are specially invited. The conclusion of the jubilee year will take place on 4th and 5th 
October 2017. Alumni Meeting is scheduled on 4th October 2017 at 05.00pm followed by felicitation 
program and dinner. On 5th October 2017 at 10.30 a.m. thanksgiving Eucharistic Celebration is scheduled 
followed by fellowship meal. All those who want to participate are given advance information to plan 
their trip.  
 

Our sincere appreciations/thanks/congratulations to: 
 

Fr. Amaladoss Antony who is taking interest in animating the teachers in schools. He conducted short 
duration seminars for teachers in one of our schools. 
 

Fr. Joseph Kailamangalam who organised the annual meeting of the Innovative and Social Forum of the 
Province. The members deliberated on the need to activate communities for creative delivery of the 
ministry.  
 

Fr. Benedict D’Souza who organised the annual formators forum meeting at the Province level. There 
was an evaluation of each formation house with interaction. A number of proposals were made to make 
the formation ministry more effective. 
 

Fr. Peter Kujur who with the help of Delhi Apostolic Community organised the first annual retreat at 
Faridabad Delhi. There were 34 participants for the first retreat. 
 

Fr. Solomon Sahayaraj who organised the Delegation Colloquium in Germany on 14th November 2016 
at Ebnath which is the Parish of Fr. Anish George. 
 

Fr. Vineesh Chempakassery who is working as the Assist Parish Priest in Mavila Mozambique is taking 
lots of initiatives to mobilise funds for the various needs of the mission. He has succeeded in getting funds 
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to purchase a second-hand four-wheeler which was a long pending need of the Mission. Such efforts of 
the youngsters are encouraged. 
 

Fr. Francis Venmenikattayil who has made Fr. Prabhudas Memorial Kindergarten, Bela Vista, 
Mozambique as the project of his parish for the Year of Mercy. There is a special flex-board publicity put 
up in the Church with photographs of little children with a donation box and cheque submission form. 
Though the fund needed may not come through it, Fr. Francis hope to get substantial amount from the 
parishioners who have agreed to continue the project after the Year of Mercy.  
 

Fr. Jijo Thomas who is instrumental in acquiring four hectares of land at Ponta de Ouro, Mozambique 
for a school and with his persistent efforts got the second consultation of the officers of the revenue 
department. By the second consultation, the land gets demarcated with boundary stones fixed. Now we are 
authorised to occupy the land and make the compound wall. The normal practice is that someone is made 
to stay on the land to show occupation of the same otherwise the land will be taken back or given to 
someone else. Now the delegation should act to secure the land. 
 

Fr. Rajesh Lugun who organised a promotion of Indian culture and food evening with the assistance of 
the parishioners in Germany. The proceeds from the function were handed over to me by the organisers 
and meant for Pandripalli Church in Odisha.  
 

Fr. Manoj Tirkey who secured affiliation from CBSE for the middle school of SFS Jhajjar. As per 
policy, affiliation has to be taken in three phases. Now we must again apply for High School and finally 
for Senior Secondary School. 
 

Fr. Anish George who went out of his way to connect me with charitable groups, parish administration 
and individual benefactors to promote our Jharkhand Mission. 
 

Fr. Vincent Chettiar who has taken my suggestion very positively to support Bela Vista Kindergarten 
construction and spoken to his parish priest who has promised to help the project provided proper 
documents are submitted and follow-up is done. He has sponsored sleeping cots for all the children in 
Baradurgapur. 
 

Fr. Robin Parapuram who is the Assist Parish Priest of Vilsbiburg, Regensburg Diocese has convinced 
his Parish Priest to sponsor one seminarian by the parish until ordination for Mozambique Mission. He has 
also found another family who is from his pervious parish to be a benefactor to support our formation.  
 

Fr. James Mukalel who is instrumental in starting the Society in Germany and regulates fund transaction 
to different provinces and addresses the needs of our members. Fr. James does lots of extra works besides 
his ministry responding to our communications and diverting funds as per our request. His austere life and 
strict monitoring of disbursement in all objectivity always benefit the provinces. 
 

Fr. Shantwan Kuthekar who is the manager of Karanji Farm succeeded in regularising two defunct 
societies. They are Karanji and Buldana Society. Now those who come after him should learn and keep up 
the works.  
 

Fr. Jose Mudavankunnel who has organized the Silver Jubilee celebration of the Church at CIDCO. He 
organised parishioners and managed to get the needed funds to carry out necessary maintenance works of 
the building. Water proofing is done for the terrace. He also made the Hindu neighbours involve in the 
celebration. 
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Fr. Pius Gonsalves whose policy seem to be never say retired. He is the face of MSFS in Aurangabad for 
all gatherings and functions of the diocese. He oversees the gym and does the works of the local Bursar. 
He goes to religious houses as confessor and conducts recollections for them whenever called for.  
 

Bro. Ranjit Lakra who is ordained deacon on 26th November at Maputo Mozambique. He made his 
perpetual vows on 25th November 2016. Mozambican government gave him a rare recognition. He is 
made the official translator of documents. He can authenticate the content of the document translated from 
English to Portuguese and vice versa.  
 

Confreres in Germany and Switzerland who have contributed in different ways during my visitation 
recently. The funds received will go for the construction of the church at Baradurgapur. 
 

Fr. Lijohn Kachappilly who has been made the coordinator for the professional evaluation of the 
province has done his home works. Fr. Dr. Shiju Joseph, CSC, currently the Rector of Holy Cross 
Seminary Pune along with Mr. Augustus Mallier who has extensive experience in corporate field and 
helped congregations for strategic management and planning has been engaged for the work.  
 

Fr. Arun P who has brought out a special issue of Province Magazine on the upcoming schools. It gives 
necessary inputs on the strength and weakness of the school to the Principals. Opinions of the parents and 
students are specific to each school which should give food for thought for the Principals. Tarang must be 
distributed to student leaders, teachers, selected parents, parishioners and benefactors. The local superiors 
should take special interest in the dissemination of Fransalian Bulletin to our associates and stakeholders.  
 

Sr. Reshmi and Sr. Amrita who belong to the Congregation of the Sisters of the Helpers of Mary have 
been working to save our land and building at Mandvi for last three years. The registry of the land from 
the tribal person to our society was termed to be illegal. The real owner kept selling the land to different 
people. The Sisters had decided to quit the mission prior to which they went for a professional evaluation 
of the mission. The result was very positive. The presence of Sisters found to be beneficial to large 
number of people who did not want them to quit the mission. The new purchaser of the land agreed to 
leave the building and 15 gunthas of the land for Sisters. Sisters with much difficulty changed the category 
of the land with the assistance of the district collector got it registered and mutated in their name. Mandvi 
will have the continued presence of Catholic mission because of the great spirit of perseverance and hard 
work of these two sisters who were specially assigned for this job by their Sister Superior General.  
 

Fr. William Antony who is the Principal of FTI Aurangabad succeeded in updating the defunct FTI trust. 
All credit goes to him for reviving this society which was defunct for many years. He was also 
instrumental in regularising the society auditing. 
  

Important Dates 
 

27th December 2016 to 01st January 2017: Second Group Retreat at Varanasi 
17th to 18th January 2017 Mission Sangamam, at MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur (Mandatory for all Parish 
Priests to attend) 
11th Feb 2017 Education Forum, at MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur. 
 

 

 

 



9 
 

Let us pray for: 

Bro. Job Poovathumootil, of Vizag Province, aged 86 died on 26th November 2016 
Fr.  Louis Brugger of Franco-Swiss Province, aged 96 died on 30th November 2016.  
 

May I request all those who have not fulfilled the suffrages to do the same at the earliest (Const. No. 118; 
General Directory No 98). 
 

Fr. Oscar Kujur’s father Mr. Bhakti Prasad Tusuwa Kujur aged 90 died on 19th November 2016.  
Fr. Lazarus Soreng’s mother Mrs. Agnes Soreng aged 80, died on 01st December 2016. 
Fr. Saiju Vettukallel’s mother Molly Thomas aged 62, died on 09th December 2016. 
Fr. Muthuswamy’s maternal uncle Mr. Karuppananan aged 80 died on 12th December 2016. 
 

 

Provincial’s Itinerary: 
 

December 2016 
 

18.12.2016 Khamgaon 
21.12.2016 Khamgaon 
22.12.2016 Nagpur 
23.12.2016 Varanasi 
 

January 2017 
 

04.01.2017 Palakkad 
06.01.2017 Trichy 
08.01.2017 Goa  
11.01.2017 Pune 
13.01.2017 Nagpur 
17.01.2017 Mission Sangamam 
18.01.2017 Mission Sangamam 
21.01.2017 Badnera 
27.01.2017 Latapara 
28.01.2017 Latapara 
29.01.2017 Ambapani 
30.01.2017 Raidihi 
31.01.2017 Pandripalli 
 

February 2017 
 

01.02.2017 Pandripalli 
02.02.2017 Nagpur 
11.02.2017 Education Forum 
19.02.2017 Nimach 
20.02.2017 Nimach 
22.02.2016 Mahima 
23.02.2017 Mahima 
24.02.2017 Jhajjar 
25.02.2017 Jhajjar 
26.02.2017 Vinay Sadan 
27.02.2017 Vinay Sadan 
 

March 2017 
 

01.03.2017 Nagpur 
15.03.2017 PCM 
16.03.2017 PCM 
17.03.2017 PCM 
 

 
Salesian Thought 
 

We must take all the care God wishes us to take about perfecting ourselves, and yet leave the care of 
arriving at perfection entirely to Him.  

St. Francis de Sales 
 
Yours Sincerely in Christ 

 
Jacob Karamakuzhyil, MSFS 
Provincial Superior 


