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                                                                                NAGPUR PROVINCE 

                                                                                MSFS PROVINCIALATE 
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JK – 55                                         CIRCULAR TO ALL THE   MEMBERS OF   THE PROVINCE                               19.09.2016 
 Dear Confreres 
 Greetings of Peace and Joy of Christ to you! 
 Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
 The world witnessed the ceremony of 

Mother Teresa who cared for the world’s 
most unwanted becoming St. Teresa of 
Calcutta. 4th September 2016 saw Indian 
Cities with large life-size cut outs or flex 
boards of Mother Theresa being put up 
by people from all walks of life 
irrespective of their faith and political 
affiliations. While the Church leaders 

took a break and joined the celebration in Rome, the general public was glued to television channels to 
watch the ceremony of canonisation which made India’s secular spirit to come alive and visible. The event 
also manifested that India’s majority population in spirit does not subscribe to any exclusive concept of 
life and worship. The good deeds of Mother Teresa were acclaimed as acts of love and compassion. The 
event educated the population more than any study class or workshops on the acts of Mercy, the performer 
and her faith and the impelling spirit of God to do the same. 
 Pope Francis converted the occasion to project Mother Theresa the best model of his Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. For him she put into practice his ideals for the Church to be merciful to the poor both materially 
and spiritually. On this special year, she has become the icon of the catholic church for its precious ideals 
of mercy and compassion as shown by Jesus. She would not have done all these had she not been 
intensely close to her Saviour. It is this union and love for Jesus that took her to the path of selfless love. 
Mother gave once her own identity “By blood I am an Albanian. By citizenship an Indian. By faith a 
catholic nun. As to my calling, I belonged to the world. As to my heart, I belong entirely to the heart of 
Jesus.” At the homily during canonisation Mass Pope Francis hailed her as “beacon of the world, the 
generous dispenser of divine mercy, making herself available for everyone, through her welcome and 
defence of human life, those unborn and those abandoned and discarded.” Thus, the saint of the gutters 
during her life time became the saint of the Roman Catholic Church after her death. 
 Confreres, the message of Pope Francis is loud and clear for all of us to imbibe her spirit and emulate her 
examples. Her legacy complements Pope Francis’s vision of a humble Church that strives to serve the 
poor. Let us be united in devotion to Saint Teresa as the pilgrims who gathered in Rome to witness the 
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canonisation. As citizens of India, all of us today feel proud that she had chosen India as her home. We are 
blessed with one more saint. Let her be always an inspiration to strengthen our life of faith in Jesus. May 
we grow in devotion to Saint Teresa of Calcutta and pray to her and she will bless us from heaven. 
 Canonical Visitation 
 Darkona Community: Fr. Oscar Kujur is the Superior and Fr. Albin is the assistant in this one year old 

Mission at Ambikapur Diocese. We have around hundred and fifty families 
most of whom are centered around Darkona village. It is a close knit 
community. There is only one sub-centre with twelve families at Basa as 
people find it difficult to come for mass to the Parish Church. Since there are 
two priest at the centre and there are not many sub-centers, Basa get masses 
more regularly than before. Darkona is blessed with fertile land with plenty 
of water. We have managed to purchase around 4 acres of land. In between 
our plot a small piece of land is yet to be registered. The first thing that 
people want is a school. In all meetings they bring up this topic. We have told 

them that such institution can be considered only if they help us to acquire general land in the area. We 
have made some unplanned purchases of land in Ambikapur in the past which will have to be disposed for 
further planned expansion. Darkona is a lovely place with very pleasant weather conditions and people 
look quite seasoned in the practice of faith. There is lot of difference ever since we arrived in the area. 
More devotional practices are being initiated which were not in practice earlier. There is immediate need 
to construct the presbytery. There is no need of a new Church as the present structure is good enough for 
the available faithful. Certain repairs of it may be required. 
 
Pabura Mission: The three months old Mission in Simdega Diocese, Jharkhand, is full of opportunities 

with very co-operative people and ever encouraging diocesan administration. 
Fr. Hilarus Tirkey is priest- in-charge who is assisted by Fr. Richard Tirkey. 
They stay in a rented house in Pabura. It was my first canonical visitation to 
the Community and I stayed for two days. There are 385 registered families in 
ten mass centers including Pabura. All nine sub-centers have chapels meant 
for couple of villages. There are four schools under this mission, all of them 
are aided but teachers are not proportionate to the number of students. This 
makes it difficult to run without appointing private teachers. There are 
neglected interior villages where priests have not yet reached for the spiritual 
needs of the baptized Catholics. MSFS missionaries have the difficult task of 
forming them into a strong faith community. The biggest woe of Pabura 

village is lack of electric power supply, though, on government record it is a village with power supply. 
Electronic media is far from the reach of these people. However, Fr. Hilarus has managed to get a 
projector and, at times, he shows people with the help of his small generator biblical movies, movies on 
the lives of saints and other documentaries on social issues and hygiene, etc. Land for the church is yet to 
be purchased. Presbytery is a pressing need. Construction of the church can be postponed for some more 
time as there is already a structure in the main village. Faith formation and strengthening of the lay 
associations is given priority. 
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Bhanji Kandor: This Mission which is our first mission in Dumka Diocese, Jharkhand, which is still 
recovering from the shock of the death of three boarding 
children from snake bites. Many precautionary measures are 
taken against recurring such incidents again. Children are not 
made to sleep in any of the rooms on the ground floor. The 
community consists of Fr. Kamil Tete, the Parish Priest, and 
Fr. John Peter who is the assistant. Both of them are mostly 
with children in their programs and activities. Fr. Kamil said 
that when children are in the hostel he never feels bored and 
when they are away there is no life in the house. As per the 

family cards made, there are 394 families. In some villages, disappointed by the scarcity of rain, the men 
have gone to different parts of India as labourers. There are still people who are dormant in faith. The 
added blessing of the Mission is the presence of two sisters from Franciscan Clarist Congregation (FCC, 
Hazaribagh Province) who have come to collaborate with MSFS to establish the Mission. One of them is a 
full-time teacher in the school. The second one is for pastoral help and faith formation who keeps visiting 
the villages. There is a pressing need to have more class rooms to conduct classes. We have been sending 
the project to various funding agencies but there are no positive responses. Constructing a compound wall 
has become necessity due to various developments related to security.  
 Baradurgapur Community: It was my maiden visit and stay at Baradurgapur in Dumka Diocese. Fr. 

Selbester Xalxo is the Parish Priest and Superior, assisted by Fr. Lalji 
Pattathil. There are around forty children in the hostel who stay 
without proper facilities in the class rooms of the newly built school. 
Fathers also stay in one of the class rooms. There are around 350 plus 
families in the parish with four sub-centers to be looked after and 
taken care. The school extension was the most felt need and it was 
done in a year’s time. If indications are true, we are going to get lots 
of students for the boarding from next year which is yet to be 
constructed. This is the only place among all our centers we have 

taken up in the last four years that does not have any kind of structure to celebrate mass. On different 
occasions, they celebrate mass in the open air and on Sundays, Mass is celebrated in the class-room which 
cannot contain the faithful. Once or twice they had problems due to rains and winds while celebrating 
mass outside. When we initially reached Baradurgapur, people were of the opinion that they will get the 
church constructed immediately. Bishop also insisted that church construction should not be delayed. We 
had sent projects to funding agency and got only negative answers. The parishioners and Parish Priest are 
ready with Church Construction Committee to launch into action. We will have to wait and learn to live 
within our available means. 
 400th year of the publication of Treaties of Love of God 
 

The Superior General wrote the following on 400th year of the publication of Treaties of Love of God. “As 
we are on the 400th year of the publication of Treatise on the Love of God, I request all of us to spend 
some time during this year to brush up our knowledge on the Love of God. I suggest that this study 
material is used in the Apostolic Community Meeting. The conveners of Apostolic Community Meeting 
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and the Rectors of Formation Houses can use this material for presentation. If you can make copies for all 
confreres and read and reflect together, it will be a wonderful way of our on-going formation in Salesian 
Spirituality.” May I request the Conveners and Secretaries of the Apostolic Communities to do the needful 
as requested by Rev. Fr. Superior General. They can also assign this work to anyone in the Apostolic 
Community. The study material is sent with this circular for your personal and community exercises.   
 Bela Vista Church Contribution from the Province 
 It was due to the effort of the administration that all communities in the Province are taken on board to 
participate in the construction of our first Mission Parish in Mozambique. I thank the house superiors for 
taking the proposal seriously and channelizing contribution from each community. It does not matter how 
much we contribute but how we have participated in a spirit of love for our mission and confreres in 
Mozambique. May the good Lord bless our Missionary venture in Mozambique! The amount given below 
is drawn from the regular Province contribution from houses. It is the share of every community for the 
Provincial House which is not the only contribution given to the Province by respective communities. I 
am happy to give below the account.  
 

Bela Vista Church Contribution from the Province 
1 NFC Ambapani Unit                           6,000 
2 NFC Badnera Unit                         10,000 
3 NFC Bhanji Unit                         13,000 
4 NFC Baradurgapur                         13,000 
5 NFC Bhusawal Unit                           6,000 
6 NFC Cidco Unit                           5,000 
7 NFC Darkona Unit                         13,000 
8 NFC FTI Unit                      1,00,000 
9 NFC Jalna Unit                      3,00,000 

10 NFC Jaratoli Unit                           8,000 
11 NFC Jhajjar Unit                      2,00,000 
12 NFC Karanji Unit                           3,500 
13 NFC Khamgaon Unit                           6,000 
14 NFC Kinwat Unit                      1,00,000 
15 NFC Latapara Unit                         25,000 
16 NFC Mahima Unit                         10,000 
17 NFC Mermier Sadan Unit                         25,000 
18 NFC Nanded Unit                      4,00,000 
19 NFC Nimkheda Unit                         55,000 
20 NFC Pandripalli Unit                           9,000 
21 NFC Prakash Bhavan Unit                         25,000 
22 NFC Raidhi Unit                           6,000 
23 NFC Seraikella Unit                      3,00,000 
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24 NFC Sini Unit                      1,00,000 
25 NFC St. John's Unit                      1,50,000 
26 NFC Varanasi Unit                         25,000 
27 NFC Vinay Sadan Unit                      6,00,000 
28 Provincialate (Pocket money)                           5,200 

 Total                  25,18,700 
 
Foundation Stone laid for Aurangabad School 
 On 28th August 2016 at 04.00 pm, the religious and clergy of Aurangabad gathered at FTI compound for 
laying of the foundation stone of the proposed ICSE School. Bishop Ambrose Rebello of Aurangabad was 
the Chief Guest. The ceremony began with a prayer service followed by felicitation of the Guest. The core 
Committee Members comprised of Frs. Melroy Almeida, John Dive and Shijumon Mangalath were 
felicitated besides the Bishop and Fr. Provincial. His Lordship Bishop Ambrose Rebello blessed the 
foundation stone and Provincial Rev. Fr Jacob Karamakuzhyil laid the foundation stone. The entire 
program was meticulously planned and moderated by Fr. William Antony who thanked the Provincial 
profusely for planning and concretizing the concept of a school at Aurangabad. Speaking on the occasion 
Rev. Bp. Ambrose Rebello said that the MSFS Congregation is known for their Premier Educational 
Institutions and quality of imparting education. Aurangabad Diocese would benefit from the educational 
services of the proposed school and thanked the Provincial for mooting such educational project for 
Aurangabad. Fr. Provincial in his address stated that Nagpur Fransalian Corporation is forced to step into 
save the vacant land as FTI could not grow and occupy the whole land in the past years. He appreciated 
that FTI has always maintained its poverty as a true religious community by not going beyond what it is 
today and in the yester-years. He said that a good building with all the infrastructure is planned for the 
proposed school is not for the comfort of Principals and Managers but for students, staff and parents. 
Every Principal is appointed to enhance God’s Kingdom; a lot of values are being attached to urban 
schools with all kind of facilities. He reminded the gathering of the Gospel of the day (Lk14: 1, 7 – 14) 
and said that no one should seek a place of honor at the first place but wait for their turn. One should get 
honor on their own merit and not by any indirect direct overtures. Quoting Jiddu Krishnamurthy, he said 
that all religious persons should guard against valuation of differences which will divide human beings in 
the lines of poor, rich, rural, urban etc. Fr. John Dive proposed vote of thanks followed by high tea in the 
residence.    

Fr. Arun P 
Our sincere appreciations/thanks/congratulations to:  
 Frs. Arun P and Thumma Maria Reddy who worked in coordination with each other and succeeded in 
getting the dispensation from Rome for Mathew Ubale and Marshal Jadhav. Both of them were very 
grateful to us for having done the work which once looked quite impossible due to the delay of few years. 
 Baradurgapur Community which has shown various initiatives to bring up the mission. They have done 
tree plantation (high breed mango trees) in a planned manner and started animal rearing with the help of 
boarding children. The community has set the trend to develop a mission towards self-sustenance. 
 Fr. Charles Porimattathil who visited Germany to meet his friends and parishioners during last month 
and was asked to promote the Mission of Baradurgapur during his visit. He has handed over certain 
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collection that he received from Germany which will be used for the construction of the Church in 
Baradurgapur. It is the first contribution for the construction of the Baradurgapur Church. 
Fr. Christopher Lakra who organised driving course for the youth of Pandripalli Parish. It is being 
organized for the unemployed youth of the Parish. One of the SVD Priest makes his services available for 
this purpose. 
 Fr. Joseph Kailamangalam who organized a peace rally in Khamgaon in collaboration with St. Ann’s 
Catholic School. The rally was organized to mark the year of mercy and canonization of Mother Teresa. 
 Bros. Ranjit Lakra and Anil Pandit who have been approved by the Superior General for perpetual 
vows. Bro Ranjit will make his perpetual vows in the month of November at Lar Mermier, Mozambique.  
 All the Communities of the Province which contributed for the construction of Bela Vista Church in 
Mozambique Delegation. The contributions of the communities are drawn from their usual contribution to 
the Province. The dependent communities also made sacrifices to give whatever little is possible from 
their available means. 
 USA Vice-Provincial Administration which is comprised of Vice Provincial Fr. Tomy Joseph 
Puliyanampattayil, Councillor Fr. John Peter Arul, Advisors, Frs. Sunny Joseph Punnakuzhiyil, Mathew 
Varkey Elayadathamdam and Bursar Fr. Joseph Pottemmel. We wish them God’s blessings in their newly 
assigned ministry of animation. 
 Important Dates 
 22nd September to 24th September 2016: On-going Formation Group II 
10th October to 14th October 2016: First Group Retreat at Faridabad 
24th October 2016 Innovative Forum, at MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur 
25th October 2016 Formation Forum, at MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur 
1st December 4th December 2016, Regents Meet at Latapara, Rourkella, Odisha 
27th December 2016 to 01st January 2017: Second Group Retreat at Varanasi 
17th to 18th January 2017 Mission Sangamam, at Nagpur (Mandatory for all Parish Priests to attend) 
11th Feb 2017 Education Forum, at MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur. 
 Hearty Welcome to: 
Fr. Petrus Kullu who is in India for his annual home holidays. 
Fr. Francis Venmanikattayil who is coming for his annual holidays at the end of October. 
Fr. Lalit Tigga who is returning to India due to ill-health for rest and treatment. 
 
 Let us pray for: 
Bro. George Clement of Pune Province, aged 23 died on 29th August 2016. 
Fr.  Annem Joji of Visakhapatnam Province, aged 33 died on 31st August 2016. 
 May I request all those who have not fulfilled the suffrages to do the same at the earliest (Const. No. 118; 
General Directory No 98).  
 Fr. Shantwan’s brother-in-law Mr. Andrew Margar, aged 70 passed away on 29th August 2016. 
Fr. Jomon Mathew’s maternal grandmother, aged 83 died on 18th September 2016.
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Provincial’s Itinerary: 
 September 2016 
 19.09.2016 Mermier Sadan 
20.09.2016 Mermier Sadan 
22.09.2016 Ongoing Formation  
23.09.2016 Ongoing Formation 
24.09.2016 Ongoing Formation 
26.09.2016 PCM 
27.06.2016 PCM 
29.09.2016 Badnera 
30.09.2016 Badnera 
 October 2016 
 05.10.2016 Vizag 
08.10.2016 Neduthawal 
11.10.2016 Mannarkkad 
14.10.2016 Home 
19.10.2016 Goa 
22.10.2016 Nagpur 
24.10.2016 Innovative Forum 
25.10.2016 Formation Forum  
 

November 2016 
 02.11.2016 Germany 
18.11.2016 India 
27.11.2016 Bhusawal 
28.11.2016 Cidco 
29.11.2016 FTI 
30.11.2016 FTI 
 December 2016 
 01.12.2016 Jalna 
02.12.2016 Jalna 
03.12.2016 Nanded 
04.12.2016 Nanded 
05.12.2016 Kinwat 
06.12.2016 Kinwat 
07.12.2016 Nagpur 
14.12.2016 PCM 
15.12.2016 PCM 
 

 
Salesian Thought 
 Let us always belong to God, unreservedly and without interruption. May he ever live and reign in our 
hearts.                                                                       

St. Francis de Sales 
 
 
Yours Sincerely in Christ 

 Jacob Karamakuzhyil, MSFS 
Provincial Superior 


