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JK – 47                                     CIRCULAR  TO ALL  THE   MEMBERS  OF   THE PROVINCE                               18.03.2016 

 

Dear Confreres 

Greetings of Peace and Joy of Christ to you 

Rev. Fr. Kurian Chempalakunnel Passes Away. 01.12.1938 - 16.03.2016 

Rev. Fr. Kurian Chempalakunnel, ever since appointed at Prakash 

Bhavan Mannarkkad from 2006 was leading a retired life due to 

health problems. He had a serious problem of movement which was 

due to Parkinson. By nature, he was averse to any regular 

hospitalisation and treatment. He made his reluctance known for any 

kind of physiotherapy but contented with his regular tablets. Staying 

dependent on others was something he disliked most. Assistance 

from others to conduct his day to day life was the last thing he 

wanted. Even with his movement difficulties, he was quite punctual 

and never missed his spiritual exercises. After his prayers mostly he 

got confined to his room with minimum conversation and 

involvement in the affairs of the community. Last one year he had 

been showing deterioration in his health, minimizing the intake of 

food. He needed special care and attention and his stay at Prakash 

Bhavan could not be continued.  He looked happy to come back to 

Nagpur at that time. He told me that he would be happier in Nagpur staying with priests of his age group. 

However, after some time he was reportedly missing Praksh Bhavan which he constructed and where he 

stayed for number of years. At Mermier Sadan Nagpur, the home nurse was fully attending to him though 

he protested against it initially. He had to be reconciled with the fact of life in old age. He was admitted in 

a hospital a number of times and bed ridden for some time. The Doctor said that his liver was becoming 

dysfunctional on account of which he did not want to eat food and he is sinking. The Doctor advised 

against any intervention of diagnosis which Fr Kurian would not be able to withstand. He was being taken 

care by the home nurse during the day, and the servant boy at night. Finally, on 16th March 2016 around 

11.30 pm with no relatives and confreres around his bed, he breathed last and went to his heavenly home.  
 

Fr. Chempalakunnel Kurian was born to Devasia and Aely on 01st December 1938 at Monipally, Kerala, 

baptised on 06th December 1938 at St. Sebastian’s Church Muthalapuram and Confirmed in the same 

Church on 17th March 1953. He did his elementary studies in Monipally, Kerala from 1946 to 1954, 

Secondary Studies in Elanji from 1954 to 1957. He did his Minor Seminary in Aramanoor, from 1958 to 

1960, and made his First Profession on 04th May 1968 at Salesianum, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

He did his philosophy at Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth, Pune from 1964 to 1966, Regency at St. John’s High 
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School, Nagpur from 1963 to 1964, and theology at Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth, Pune from 1968 to 1972. 

He made his final profession on 04th May 1971 at Fransalianum, Pune. He was ordained on 23rd October 

1971 at Monipally, Kerala. He has worked at St. John’s High School, Nagpur from 1972 to 1973, Catholic 

Church, Ghogargaon Aurangabad diocese from 1973 to 1974, Catholic Church, Borsar Aurangabad 

diocese from 1974 to 1981, Catholic Church, Buldana, Amravati Diocese from 1981 to 1988, Catholic 

Church, Nanded Aurangabad Diocese from 1988 to 1989, at Karanji Mission Nasik Diocese from 1989 to 

1995. He went to Kerala Mannarkad in 1995 and constructed Prakash Bhavan, the minor seminary of 

MSFS Nagpur Province until 1998. From 1998 to 2004, he worked as Parish Priest at St. John the 

Evangelist Church, CIDCO, Aurangabad, from 2004 to 2006, he worked as Rector of Vidya Sadan 

Nagpur and then from 2006 to 2015 he led a retired life at Prakash Bhavan Mannarkkad. In 2015, 

November, he was brought back to Nagpur for greater medical care and attention as his health conditions 

deteriorated.  
 

In Fr. Kurian Chempalakunnel, we have lost a veteran missionary who was the missionary face of 

erstwhile Maharashtra Goa province, working in remote missions at the will of his religious superiors. He 

lived in far out villages with no basic amenities, quite often alone without a second community member. 

His obliging nature made his Superiors always approach him for pioneering works in rural Maharashtra. 

He lived truly his missionary vocation of making the love of his master known to people who have not 

heard of Christ. The words comfort and convenience was never found in his dictionary of life. He lived 

like any other ordinary person in terms of life style. He was the most sought after priest by seminaries to 

avail mission exposure programs during the formation period. The seminarians of yester years visited and 

lived with him to get the feel of life in rural Maharashtra. His spirit of perseverance, dedication and love 

for the mission and God’s people make him stand out as a special person who was born to be always at the 

midst of the poor. Having completed his earthly life, he has gone to his creator God. Let us ask the good 

Lord to grant him eternal rest. May his life strengthen our missionary spirit and resolve to work for God’s 

Kingdom. History will always remember him as an exemplary missionary who imbibed the spirit of the 

Missionary call of the founder of the Congregation. The funeral mass is scheduled on 19 the March at 

10.00 a m. 
 

On behalf of the Province I express my heartfelt gratitude to Mermier Sadan Community which looked 

after him during his last days of life. I thank Prakash Bhavan Community Kerala for their assistance to 

him for the last eight years during the period of his retired life. I thank his relatives especially his younger 

brother. I thank them for sparing their dear brother for the works of God’s mission and supporting him till 

the last days of his life by their visits and, prayers. I thank all Fathers, Sisters, especially ASMI Sisters, 

MSFS confreres, and friends of Fr. Kurian for their prayers and words of condolences. May his soul rest 

in peace! 

Yours Fraternally 

 
Fr Jacob Karamakuzhyil MSFS 

Provincial Superior 

 

 


