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My Dear Confreres 
 

Is God dead, alive or ailing in our life? 
 

I came across a prayer of the Year of Consecrated 

Life. In this simple prayer, there is an 

acknowledgement of God’s call to pursue lives of 

perfect charity through evangelical counsels. There 

is a petition to make of us a perfect offering to God 

and further, a request to enrich the church with more 

sons and daughters for the work of the kingdom. 

Endorsing the state of vowed life and its perfect 

living is the basis. There are people who really think 

if the vowed life is still relevant? Is God dead or 

badly ailing in the din of the world of self-advancement? Is God alive in the lives of consecrated persons 

is a question to be introspected before we give spiritual leadership to others. St Francis de Sales is our 

answer as one who saw God alive in his life and in the lives of all people. He sees that God is alive in all 

of creation. In his numerous letters to devotees he makes God evident in the living of gospel values. He 

encountered God in his daily prayer, in the reading of the scripture, in the prayer of the Church. Having 

experienced God in his own life, he invited the faithful in proposing ways and means to undertake the 

spiritual journey for personal growth. He asked us to place our trust in God’s forgiveness and compassion 

so that we can grow more fully as human persons. Our vowed life invites us to remain in relationship with 

our Confreres, and with our God in this unstable, ever-changing world. We are invited to be with others 

and not stand still or run away from ourselves and others. Our obedience does not mean that we are weak, 

incapable of deciding for ourselves or subservient to another. It is our first sign of negating individualism. 

It is our readiness to listen and take decision from a thoughtful and discerned position. It invites us to 

decide in collaboration with others for the common good which requires a depth of maturity and humility. 

By the very fact of being in the consecrated life, we have accepted God as the author of life. The most 

basic question that each one of us in vowed life must pose to ourselves: is God dead, alive or ailing in our 

life. We can give God to others only if we experience him and possess him. 
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A Sword will Pierce Your Own Soul too - Luke 2:35 

Motherhood is a noble vocation given by God. The word “mom” is 

synonymous with sacrificial love in its purest form as given by Jesus in his 

farewell speech, "love one another as I have loved you.” Theodore 

Roosevelt, the 26
th

 President of United States, said: “Into the woman's 

keeping is committed the destiny of the generations to come after us.” And 

the Catholic Church proclaims the great nobility of the mother of Jesus, as 

the supreme model for all mothers, born into humble surroundings, called 

by God to be the mother of the Son of God. She affirmed her obedience to 

the call of God, and lived out her vocation throughout her entire life, in her 

total self-offering of love and with the strength that is capable of bearing 

the greatest sorrows. Why do we ponder our Mother’s sorrow? It is a 

concrete, motherly example for us on how we should face our own personal 

sufferings, which seem to be growing by the day domestically, nationally, 

and globally. Mary suffered during her life on earth; but now when she enjoys the heavenly bliss after her 

ascension into heaven, can she be sorrowful? Does she weep for us her children? The answer is YES. It is 

reported that in so many of her modern apparitions, Our Lady has appeared sad and sorrowful and, in 

some cases, has been seen to shed tears. Today, the sorrowful Mother still weeps, because, the 

inseparability of the cross from Mary shared from human sinfulness. The feast of Mother of Sorrows 

exhorts us to the ultimate truth ‘walk with the Lord through the darkest night and brightest day’. Mary, 

Mother of Compassion and Mother of Life, in all her wonder and beauty, fruitfulness and peace, 

wholeness and harmony helps us see with her eyes to defend, protect and nurture the gift of life and its 

future with utmost compassion and love. Her beauty and life is a constant source of joy and a song of 

praise to God to help us to discover in each creature God’s love and action. Let her attributes of suffering 

strengthen our spirit of life to serve as we celebrate her feast on 15
th

 September 2015.  

Mermier, the Renovator of Mission 

As we are going to celebrate our Founder’s Day on 30
th

 September 2015, it is 

imperative that we prepare ourselves to imbibe the qualities of Fr. Peter Marie 

Mermier. In him we have a renovator, a true and authentic religious, an ideal 

missionary, a visionary and a creative thinker. Certain important dates are 

significant in history. Celebrating such dates is not an end in itself but a means 

to an end. September 30th is also one important day when British Prime 

Minister, Neville Chamberlain, signed the agreement "Peace in Our Time" with 

Adolf Hitler in Munich at the time of total chaos and political disturbances. So 

too, this day in the calendar of the MSFS Congregation is important as it is set 

apart to remember our humble founder who was full of unbounded zest and 

relentless apostolic zeal for the mission of God to bring about unity of faith that 

sets the tone for MSFS Missionary enterprises through his famous promulgation “I want Mission”. He 

would be happy in heaven that today many of his confreres are on mission work in Africa which he very 

much wanted to do during his life time. Father Mermier wanted us to be men of prayer in ministry which 

calls for introspection. In every prayer and orientation programmes we highlight his missionary zeal. He 

could have continued his ministry within the confines of his diocese but he wanted to do something more 

than the assigned work. This is what makes him a perfect renovator of pastoral mission in Savoy 

culminating in the foundation of our congregation. His innovative spirit did not die at the discouragement 

he received through his companions by way of declining to take risk in ministry or unwillingness to quit 
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the conventional ministry. His steadfast faith in God and conviction in his mission made him distinct from 

all others. Renovating or repairing the existing faith disturbed by Calvinism and French Revolution was 

his basic vision. Being the followers of the founder, let us attempt to walk in his footsteps for the 

renovation of faith with creative thinking which would be our greatest tribute to him as we get prepared 

for our Founder’s Day on 30th September 2015. I wish all of you dear confreres a happy feast of our 

founder. 
 

Fr Henry Peter installed as Asst Parish Priest of the Cathedral 
 

On 15
th

 August at St John’s Chapel, Fr Henry Peter 

was installed as Asst Parish Priest of Cathedral with 

special responsibility to St John’s Mass Center which 

marked the official declaration of having made St 

John’s Mass Centre as part of the Cathedral Parish. 

Around fifty Parishioners from in and around St 

John’s compound, Fr Jacob Karamakuzhyil, the 

Provincial, and other MSFS Priests were present for 

the mass presided over by the Vicar General, Rev Fr 

Jerome Pinto, who read out the appointment letter of 

the Archbishop at the beginning of the Mass. He said it is an effort to give more personal attention in the 

area of faith formation and Fr Henry would work to assist him under his direction and guidance to cater to 

the spiritual needs of the parishioners. House visits and other pastoral care becomes difficult when the 

number of families are growing, and therefore, making St. John’s a mass center with an assistant priest 

would help him to administer the parish better. He said that what shape the Mass Centre would take in 

future will much depend on the animating priest and the faithful. Fr Henry Peter thanked Fr Jerome for his 

gracious presence and his advice and hoped to get the co-operation of the parishioners for his ministry of 

animation. He also said that priests are ordained to serve people and cannot live in isolation disconnected 

from the faithful. 
 

Annual Superior Forum Meeting 
 

Province Superiors Forum Meeting was held on 15
th

 

August 2015. All 26 communities were represented 

by the respective house superiors or the priest-in-

charges. Fr KC Joseph OP animated the sessions. 

There were three sessions besides one session by the 

Provincial. The animator laid down the good qualities 

of local superiors in steering the religious life of the 

members. He dwelt much on the religious vow of 

obedience which is paramount to live our identity of 

dependence. Independence and absolute freedom are 

not desirable to any religious administrative units. Even the highest authority is regulated by constitutions 

and other documents of the Church. The general atmosphere in community will largely permeate from the 

spirit of leadership given by Superiors. Fr Provincial quoting the Province Statutes stated that a 

community is the miniature of the Congregation comprised of people who will exercise self discipline, 

lead a simple life with mutual cooperation and giving a life of witness. Superiors were reminded of the 

unity of members and the needed maintenance of records. He reminded them of the directives of the 

Superior General during his visitation and thanked those who have submitted the audited statements on 

time and asked them to contribute periodically news items for the Province Magazine ‘Tarang’. Superiors 

forum meetings ended with the concelebrated Eucharistic Mass presided over by Fr KC Joseph.  
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‘Laudoto Si’ is asking us to be poor like Jesus 
 

Through his encyclicals letter titled “Laudoto Si”, Holy Father Pope 

Francis has found mention in most circulars and publications. He 

attempts to awake our consciousness to preserve common goods and 

tells us in no uncertain terms that humans are one among the creatures 

and not lords and masters entitled to plunder the goods of God-given 

nature and running the risk of destroying the same.  The spirituality of 

St Francis of Assisi is given a renewed life to touch our hearts and 

souls and to show sensitivity to life around us by the preservation of the 

natural world. We, the dust of the earth to be sooner or  later, get 

integrated with its elements show, less or no sentiments, for the air and 

water from which we receive life and the various other natural 

resources which contribute to our comfortable living.  
 

Laudoto Si is not directed to certain third parties like developed countries or affluent people of an 

indulgent world nor can we term any one as more sinners than rest of us. It refers to all of us who are 

caught up in the web of over-consumption, not ready to make sacrifices, but show signs of greed devoid of 

generosity and wastefulness without the spirit of sharing. The first sign of our insensitivity to the inter-

connected living environment and original sin is our reluctance to give and share resources. The 

temptation to be the controller and sole owner of matter to be used and misused at will is too hard to resist. 

At times, one may even think it is better to use and throw rather than throw without use. There was a 

suggestion by some to do up the Provincial’s Office in attractive manner. According to them, the office 

has to be befitting to the top post. The extraordinary look of the office would convey the honor and power 

attached to the one occupying it, like the lord of the gentiles, to exercise authority over his men and sadly 

forgetting the latter part of Jesus’ words “it shall not be so among you but whoever would be great 

among you must be your servant”. People will enter such offices in trembling and fear. There were 

many options and drawings, expensive materials and not so expensive ones. All looked same. No files or 

papers will be visible to general public in the newly designed office. If the Provincial happens to be not in 

the habit of keeping things in place the office will have the same look. However, there were absolutely no 

suggestions as what to do with the existing furniture and file cabinets which are serving the purpose.  
 

By mindless breaking down of doors, windows, furniture and floors for the sake of replacing with latest 

materials are we not guilty of over-consumption and contributing to waste and debris and leaving a 

dangerous living culture to a generation after us to be accomplices of the same? Does it not go against the 

spirit of religious principles and values? Laudato Si is directed to all of us. Holy Father is hard on such 

acts and wishes to inspire us for conversion of hearts. Human selfishness and tyrannical greed will trample 

upon poorest says Pope Francis. Ultimately everything boils down to one’s abundance, riches and the 

arrogant display of money and refusal to part with the same. In rare cases, we sense the struggle to take 

permission for expenditure beyond the permissible limit from the legal superiors that would negate their 

right to decide on every pie and to be boss of their own wealth. Is it not the reign of ego and lack of 

humility and obedience? They do not want a second party to intervene in decision making on their 

possessions whatever may be the norms in statutes or documents. All norms prescribed and quoted would 

be termed as arbitrary impositions and dictatorship. Kahlil Gibran writes the following on sharing and 

dispossession which is very inspiring to anyone: 

You give but little when you give of your possessions. 

There are those who give with joy, and that joy is their reward; 

And there are those who give with pain, and that pain is their baptism. 

And there are those who give and know not pain in giving, nor do they seek joy, nor do they give    

with mindfulness of virtue; 

They give as in yonder valley the myrtle breathes its fragrance into space. 



5 

 

Through the hands of such as these God speaks; and from behind their eyes He smiles upon the 

earth 

You often say ‘I would give, but only to the deserving.’ 

The trees in your orchard say not so, nor the flocks in your pasture, 

They give that they may live, for to withhold is to perish, 

And surely he who is worthy to receive his days and his nights is worthy of all else from you. 

And he who has deserved to drink from the ocean of life deserves to fill his cup from your little 

stream. 
 

Responding to Laudato Si, Mr Sudheendra Kulkarni, an aide of former Prime Minister Atal Behari 

Vajpayee, stated in an article that Pope Francis has made a great campaign against global poverty and 

rampant economic injustice and no one has come close to him on making the war on poverty the center 

piece of global debate and action. He asked Hindu religious leaders to emulate Pope Francis. We need to 

do a sincere assessment of our education to the poor. Do we have clarity in terms of percentage in 

allocation of funds? Are they visible in accounts? What we accumulate is meant for the poor and in 

spending of the same to outdo others in pomp and grandeur is an offence as addressed by Pope Francis. 

He wants us to become poor like Jesus in the pursuit of a richer life to love and care for God’s natural 

world. 
 

Appointment  

Fr. Dive John is appointed priest in-charge for the construction of SFS Public School ICSE, Aurangabad. 

The construction committee is constituted of Frs. Dive John, Alemida Melroy and Wilson Abraham. 
 

Our Sincere appreciations/ thanks/ congratulations to 
 

Fr Paul Varambinakam for having done a good job for vocation promotion in Mannarkad 

All Local Superiors and Local Bursars who completed the auditing and submitted the statements of 

accounts by the prescribed date of July.  

Fr Rajesh Lugun for sponsoring sleeping cots for all boarding children in Panderpalli and for the 

construction of toilets for girls in Mundegaon Hostel, Orissa. 

Fr Arun P for speeding up and obtaining relevant documents for the dispensation process of Kuldip Kiro 

with Fr. Thumma Mariadas in Rome, and for beginning the process for dispensation from perpetual vows 

and the clerical state for Mathew Ubale and Marshal Jadhav. 

Fr Wilson Adackkaparayil for finalizing the tender for the construction of SFS Public School, ICSE, 

Aurangabad, and submitting the file to Aurangabad Municipal Authority to obtain sanction plans of the 

school. The submitted plan has three buildings: school building ground plus three; priests’ residence 

ground plus one; and pre-primary school ground plus one. Only the school plan will be executed now. 

Jalna and Nanded Communities for taking up the construction of Aurangabad School with the 

assistance of their local Societies. 

Fr Issac Mankulathil for initiating legal process in Bhubaneswar High Court for obtaining NOC from 

Orissa Government on the basis of minority status for starting the proposed B.Ed College. For preparing 

power point presentation on Laudato Si and animating priest and religious in the diocese of Rourkela. 

Apostolic Communities are free to call him. 

Fr Anson Kalliath for taking initiatives in writing projects, sending finished report to funding agencies 

and assisting Fr Kulandai Raj in Kandore Mission. 

Fr Bijay Ketkertta for initiating the construction of the presbytery at Ambapani and finding funds for the 

same on his own personal efforts. 
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Fr Sandeep Tirkey for finding 1.5 acre land in Darkona to be purchased for the future church and 

presbytery.  
 

Let us pray 
  

Fr. Lalit Tigga who suffered from artery block and now undergoing treatment and rest in Germany 

Fr. Baptist D’Souza msfs, Pune Province, 51 years old, expired on 19
th

 August 2015 at MSFS 

Provincialate, Pune.  

Fr. Kurian Chempkakunnel’s elder brother, Mr. Joseph, aged 91 died on 16
th

 August 2015.  

May I request all those who have not fulfilled the suffarages to do the same at the earliest (Const. No. 118; 

General Directory No 98). May their souls Rest in Peace.  
 

Provincial’s Itinerary 

September 

08-09-2015 Ambikapur 

11-09-2015 Ranchi 

12.09.2015 Jaratoli 

15-09-2015 Bhanji Kandore 

17-09-2015 Dumka 

18-09-2015 Baradurgapur 

20-09-2015 Guwahati 

21-09-2015 Shillong 

24-09-2015 Nagpur 

29-09-2015 St. John’s 
 

October  

01-10-2015 Nimkheda 

13-10-2015 Mermier Sadan 

17-10-2015 Badnera 

19-10-2015 Khamgaon 

20-10-2015 Bhusawal 

23-10-2015 Visakhapatnam 

25-10-2015 Nagpur 

29-10-2015 PCM 

30-10-2015 PCM 

 

 

November  

05-11-2015 Regional Stewardship Forum 

Meeting 

09-11-2015 Annual Retreat 

15-11-2015 Formation Forum Meeting 

17-11-2015 Innovative Forum Meeting 

18-11-2015 Belgaum  

         (PIF & PEA Meeting with General Curia) 

23-11-2015 Bangalore (Governing Body) 

24-11-2015 Goa (Bastora) 

26-11-2015 Nagpur 

28-11-2015 Mission Forum Meeting 
 

December  

02-12-2015 Mermier Sadan 

07-12-2015 Bangalore (Fr. Gabriel Memorial 

Symposium)  

08-12-2015 Palakkad / Manarkad 

12-12-2015 Home Visit 

15-12-2015 Nagpur 

17-12-2015 PCM 

18-12-2015 PCM 

26-12-2015 2
nd

 Annual Retreat 

30-12-2015 Pune (Diaconate) 
 

Salesian Thought  

Love is like fire, which is of clearer and fairer flame as its matter is more delicate.       

St. Francis de Sales 
 

 

Yours Sincerely in Christ 

 
Jacob Karamakuzhyil, MSFS 

Provincial Superior 


