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JK – 39                                   CIRCULAR  TO ALL  THE   MEMBERS  OF   THE PROVINCE                                05.06.20155 

 

My Dear Confreres 

 

Love one another as I have loved you 
I began writing this circular on Trinity Sunday. On this day we will have many additional members for 

different provinces as it is First Profession Day for all Novitiates. In the scorching heat of the sun life goes 

on in Varanasi. The number of pilgrims pouring in to the city has multiplied in holiday season. The 

pilgrimage marks their journey and destiny in their life of faith in God. Any journey without destiny is 

meaningless and irrelevant. Our novices had a year-long journey of prayers and discernment culminating 

into the decision to say „yes‟ to love of Jesus and his mission. The gospel of the day highlighted Jesus‟ 

commandment of love. We shall remain in that love as long as we are part of the vine as the branches 

cannot bear fruit apart from the tree.  And the ultimate expression of this love is our readiness to lay down 

our life for the sake of his mission of love. By such expression of love we remain part of Jesus as branches 

to the tree. Through the image of the tree and branches, Jesus gives us the expectation, the demand put on 

all of us. This beautiful message is relevant for all Christians. This gospel text underlines the spirit of 

Christian life and mission. It gives the last and most concise message of Jesus to our beloved newly 

professed brothers as they embark upon another journey for further discernment and study for priesthood. 

May they be the generation as envisioned by our founder for the mission of Jesus‟ love. St Francis de 

Sales said that the perfection of love is charity. May their loving union with God attained in the novitiate 

lead them to perfection and holiness for all of us to emulate in the days to come.  

 

National CRI Leadership Conference 

545 Major Superiors met at Dharmaram College, Bangalore, from 1
st
 to 4

th
 May in a warm and joyful 

atmosphere enjoying the hospitality of the CMI Community. The conference began with a solemn 

inaugural Eucharistic celebration presided over by Archbishop Bernard Moras of Bangalore followed by 

the first session conducted by Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay and a member of Pope‟s 

core team of cardinals. He spoke on Pope Francis: Inspiring Leadership, Vision of the Church and of 

Religious life enumerating his inter-action with the Pope on a variety of issues related to Catholic Church 

and Faith. He said that the Pope is appreciated for his bold pronouncements and his vision on faith and 

governance but an emulation of the same by religious and clergy is yet, to become a reality. 
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Speaking on the theme A New Pedagogy for an integral formation of Religious in India Today, Fr Joe 

Mathias SJ, Rector, St Peter‟s Pontifical Seminary, Bangalore, said that most dioceses and the 

congregations do not have any definite policy with regard to the on-going formation of their men after 

ordination or final profession. Many suffer from burn-out syndrome, problem of alcoholism, unhealthy 

hetero-sexual relationships, destructive ways of handling one‟s emotion, aggressive and hostile behavior 

towards formees, community members, workers and children. He enumerated other formative challenges: 

of society in transition, challenges for excellence, authenticity and credibility, and transforming formators 

from qualified teachers to men of God. He said the need of the hour is for authentic spiritual leaders in the 

midst of a growing universal culture of consumerism, hedonism, individualism and careerism. He gave 

twenty recommendations to the gathering to make the ministry of formation more effective. 

 

Speaking on consecrated life in and after Vatican II, Fr Dominc Veliath SDB, said that Vatican II has 

challenged religious with a new way of being the Church. We should respond to the two-fold clarion call 

addressed to us by Pope Francis: first to wake ourselves up and then to wake up the world. There were 

input sessions on legal and constitutional issues facing Christian Institutions today; compliance with 

government regulations; current challenges and opportunities in our ministry of medical works, social 

action, pastoral work, and education; working relationship with diocesan clergy and religious; digital use 

of media – its use, abuse and potential; Religious in India today - the rhetoric, the reality and proposals. 

 

There was a special session on One Lord, One Church, One Call to Holiness by representatives of lay 

faithful, youth and people from ecclesial movements. They presented their experiences and activities. In 

the business sessions, the election of the office bearers took place, Fr Thomas Vattathara SDB was re-

elected national president and Fr George Panthanmackal MSFS was elected the Vice President of National 

CRI. Reports from National CRI and consolidated Report from the Regions were also presented. The 

Major Superiors were asked to encourage men religious to participate actively in the local CRI units. 

 

Religious be involved in the lives people with disabilities 

Project Vision is an initiative of the Claretians in Bangalore to create a nationwide movement in India for 

eye donation for the visually challenged. India has one-third of the world‟s 39 million blind persons 

making it the largest group with disabilities. Christians are mandated to involve themselves in the lives of 

persons with disabilities. One of the ways of helping the visually challenged is through cornea 

transplantation. Only 55,000 corneas are collected annually in India while there is a need for about 

140,000 corneas. Out of the three crore Indian Catholics, 210,000 people would die every year. If we can 

get 50% of them to donate their eyes, the Catholic community can contribute to the need of corneas to the 

entire country. Buddhist in Sri Lanka exports corneas to over 50 countries after they made eye donation 

compulsory. We are asked to create awareness and a structure for easy eye donations. Groups like Vincent 

De Paul Society, Youth, Mother‟s group etc. can be coordinated with eye banks. CRI was requested to 

take lead role in India through its vast network of institutions and resources by Project Vision. 
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DSFS Sisters withdraw from Seraikella 

Since 2010 the Daughters of St. 

Francis de Sales had been 

collaborating in our educational 

ministry at Seraikella. Initially the 

school had the luxury of having four 

sisters adding to the strength of the 

staff. Sister Provincial was generous 

to give experienced Sisters. At the right time, right people came to save the situation. The school rose to 

prominence in terms of instructional standards, name and quality befitting to a convent school in public 

perception and culminating into the affiliation to ICSE Board. They were the teachers, the administrators, 

the planners and the executors. At times one would wonder if the sisters resided in the school or in the 

convent. They had to compensate the deficiency of the teaching faculty to promote all-round growth of the 

School. Sisters could not maintain four in numbers but soon reduced to three due to shortage of personnel. 

They expressed their difficulty to continue any more with falling numbers at their command which made 

them finally call off the alliance giving us one year notice to make alternative arrangements. In the second 

week of May, the confreres lavishly presented through social media the photographs of the tearful farewell 

given to Sisters in appreciation for their tireless and selfless service by student community, parents and the 

teaching faculty. When the history of the school gets unfolded in the years to come, the names of these 

Sisters will stand out as great pioneers who gave SFS Seraikella worth its name. On behalf of the 

Province, in all sincerity I express our indebtedness and gratitude for the collaboration in true salesian 

spirit of simplicity and love. Thank you, dear Sisters of DSFS. 

 

Welcome to Assissi Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Bhopal Province. 

God has not abandoned Seraikella Mission depriving the presence of woman religious at the exit of DSFS 

Sisters. Thanks to Fr Shijumon Mangalath for the efforts made to get new sister collaborators. ASMI 

Bhopal Province has promised to collaborate and will be sending two sisters initially. Since they are 

already working with us at Sini Primary School, accommodation is not a problem as they will join their 

Sini Community. They will have to be provided with proper conveyance. I thank Provincial Sister for 

accepting our invitation to collaborate with us at Seraikella and extend a hearty welcome to them at 

Seraikella. 

 

Church renovated and blessed.  

19
th

 April was a red letter day for the parishioners of St John 

the Evangelist Church, Badnera, which marked the blessing of 

the renovated Church by Rt Rev Elias Gonsalves, Bishop of 

Amravati. Fr Ignatius D‟Costa took the initiative to renovate 

the age-old Church ever since he was appointed Parish Priest. 

He managed to get finance from different funding agencies and 

completed the work in one year‟s time. The Church looks brand 

new with marble flooring, false roofing and newly-erected front 

elevation.  In the concelebrated Mass, many priests from 
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diocese took part besides MSFS confreres. In his thanksgiving speech Fr Ignatius D‟Costa enumerated the 

number of people who assisted and contributed to make the Church renovation and blessing a reality. He 

thanked the funding agencies, Provincial and the Bishop. The Holy Cross Sisters were profusely thanked 

for their moral support and animation of the Catholic community.  The blessing was followed by dinner 

for all parishioners, religious and clergy. 

 

SFS Jaratoli is Founded 

Education empowers human beings. Parishioners of Jaratoli knew it well as they kept on the pressure to 

start a small school at Jaratoli Church. The civilized world is 

still distant for them. They cut firewood for sale, they break and 

shape hard rocks by hand for their livelihood and many are 

victims of alcoholism and disease which break up families at 

times. They drink, dance and live life as it comes. However, 

they know that education is the stepping stone to progress for 

their children.  Their encouragement gave birth to a small school 

called SFS School, Jaratoli, with 45 children. The medium of 

instruction is Hindi starting with Nursery and LKG this year. Every year one class will be added. This 

year we have also started a hostel for boys. One local teacher is appointed and there are two teachers this 

year including me. This school is started to help the poor people by giving education and not to make any 

profit. I, along with the faithful and the people are very grateful to the Provincial of Nagpur Province and 

the Superior General of M.S.F.S. for allowing us to start the school. People are very happy with MSFS 

Congregation because their dreams are being fulfilled one by one. They have a resident priest to look after 

their spiritual needs. Jaratoli Mission is hoping to be declared a Parish. Boundary wall construction is on, 

a church bell is erected and now their long pending dream of a mission school is fulfilled. We look 

forward for the support from our city schools for various facilities to be put in place in the years to come. 

             Fr. Hilarus Tirkey MSFS  

 

Nineteen initiated and twelve makes first Profession at Dhyanashram, Varanasi. 

Nineteen Novices - 9 of Pune and 10 of Nagpur - were initiated into the Novitiate at a simple function 

amidst readings from MSFS Constitutions and prayers at Dhyanashram Chapel on 30
th

 May in the evening 

by the Provincial Rev Fr Jacob Karamakuzhyil. Novice Master warmly welcomed them in the Refectory 

addressing them as Novices of Dhyanashram. 

 

 31
st
 May marked a great day for the 12 Novices who 

made their first profession. As usual it was the day of 

gathering for the local religious and clergy in the 

Diocese of Varanasi.  Prior to the profession, brothers 

made their retreat preached by Fr Wilson 

Adackkaparayil. Fr Willie D‟Silva preached for the new 

entrants to the Novitiate and stayed back to help Fr 

Scaria and Fr Daniel for the annual ceremony. Rev Fr 

Eugene Joseph, Bishop-elect of Varanasi Diocese, was 

the main celebrant for the mass at 6.00 p.m. concelebrated by over twenty priests. Fr Jacob 
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Karamakuzhyil, the Provincial, received the vows of brothers - five of Pune Province. Fr Jacob in his 

homily said that the vows of the brothers are a „strong no to self and world‟ and a „firm yes to Jesus 

and his mission‟. At the end of the mass Fr Jacob thanked the out-going Novice Master, Fr Scaria 

showering generous bouquets of praise on Fr Scaria as one who knew how to integrate prayer and work, 

as the one who tapped the maximum potential from mother earth for promotion of life. He called him a 

rare species, the best religious farmer for whom a second person is yet to be found. He humorously 

remarked that he would give pass mark to the new Novice Master if the vegetation of Fr Scaria is 

maintained to the extent of 50% .  Fr Benedict D‟Souza was introduced by him as the worthy successor of 

Fr Scaria. He acclaimed him as the man of system and hard work and, above all, love and loyalty to the 

Congregation and Province. The first profession ceremony was followed by short felicitation program in 

the dining hall and sumptuous dinner for all the guests.          - Fr Daniel Bara 

 

Hearty Congratulations to Rev Fr Pentareddy Chinnappa Reddy. 

Rev Fr Pentareddy Chinnappa Reddy is appointed the new Provincial of 

Visakhapatnam Province by Superior General on May 20, 2015. He was 

born on December 8, 1963 and made his first profession in 1984 and final 

profession in 1990 and ordained priest in 1993. The new provincial is a 

gentle and humble person and a committed pastor. On behalf of the 

Confreres of Nagpur Province, I invoke on him God‟s blessings, and assure 

him our prayers for all his endeavors as Provincial of Visakhapatanam. I 

also thank and appreciate the out-going Provincial, Fr Simon Paicatt, for 

his collaboration and service to the Congregation.  

 

A charitable venture becomes the bone contention and confrontation 

St Francis de Sales School, Delhi, had an age-old extended section of the same school being run in the 

afternoon for students from economically and underprivileged background. A special headmistress was 

appointed to monitor the academics with teachers specially appointed and paid central government scale. 

Around thirty years this program was being run successfully giving educational benefit to good number of 

children from the vicinity. Ever since the Right to Education Act was passed, any separate arrangement 

for the education of economically underprivileged was not permissible and not legal. What expected was 

integration of all. Those who sought admission in the morning were not ready to come in the afternoon. It 

became an issue for harassment, legal representations, interpretations and finally, to the extent of threat, to 

de-recognition. The community decided, once and for all, to settle the matter by going for another 12 class 

rooms to integrate the extended section with the morning sections. These 12 class rooms cannot be 

constructed new. No permission is possible for additional construction as per NCR norms as the earth-

quake resistant foundation is not in place. By modifying and relocating rooms, lecture halls, laboratories, 

etc, the community is convinced that they can make arrangement for another 10 class rooms. There will be 

five sections for each class from next academic year in the morning. It is also needed to start the Arts 

streams at Senior Secondary level to accommodate all the students at + 2 level for extended section. 

 

Important Dates. 

Superiors Forum meeting is scheduled on 15
th

 August as usual. 
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General Councilor in charge of Mission along with the Provincial councilor shall   visit two selected 

Missions of the Province 3
rd

 to 13
th

 October. They will visit Jaratoli and Darkona and spend two days in 

these Centers. 

 First Annual Retreat is scheduled from 9
th

 to 14
th

 Novemeber. Begins in the evening and ends with the 

lunch on 14
th

. Groups will be same like last year. New Priests and Jubilarians will be felicitated during the 

first Retreat. 

Second Annual Retreat is scheduled from 26
th

 to 31
st
 December.  Begins in the evening and ends with 

lunch on 31
st
.  Dates of Forum Meetings will be finalized after the next PCM. 

 

A short Treatment Program. 

During my short home visit I had engaged in driving, helping my brother at times whose daughter got 

married during that time and subsequent travelling made my cervical spondylosis problem slightly sever 

causing running pain through my right arm. I had undergone treatment for the same in the past. Consulting 

an Ayurveda Doctor, I am told to go for a short treatment program which will do good to me prior to my 

visit to Mozambique. During the days of treatment I won‟t be accessing internet and hopefully available 

on phone. However it is not very serious. Kindly remember me in your prayers. 

 

Let us pray for: 

Fr Christopher Lakra who is recovering from artery block and related health problem. 

For the soul of Mrs Janaki Bara, aunt of Fr Danial Bara who died due to kidney failure. Fr Danial was 

brought up by her in the absence of his parents. 

For the mother of Bro Augusto Antonio of Mozambique, Mrs Fatima Arnaldo, suffering from cancer. 

 

Hearty Welcome to: 

Fr Alex Tigga who is coming for holidays from US in the month of May-June. 

Fr Marianus Kerketta and Fr Marianus Kujur who will be on holidays in India in the month of May-June. 

Bro Augusto Antonio of Mozambique Mission who is in JDV, Pune, to do his MPh.  

Fr Mathews Kodamullil who is in India for an anticipated holiday for an important family function. 

 

Our Sincere Appreciation and thanks to: 

 Fr Shijumon Managalath for input session for parents of new students of Seraikela School. 

Fr Hilarus Tirkey for starting the Mission School at Jaratoli, Ranchi. 

Fr Bijay Kerketta for the initiatives taken to build a new presbytery, parish hall and dispensary for  

Sisters of Helpers of Mary. 

Fr Benedict D’souza for conducting 15 days pre-novitiate orientation program for the students of Pune, 

Nagpur Provinces. 

Fr Thomas Vadakumpadam, Sr Priyanka FSMA, Fr Issac Mankulathil, and Fr Bijay Kerketta for 

the prompt action in the health care of Fr Christopher Lakra. 

Fr William D’Silva and Fr Wilson Adakkaparayil for retreat to the pre-novices and novices in 

Varanasi. 

Fr Joseph Kailamangalam for conducting computer education program for the rural youth. 
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Fr Wilson Adackkaparayil for the diligent follow up for the sanction plan of St John‟s Public School 

and tenant quarters from Nagpur Municipal Corporation.  

Fr Alan Gonsalves for conducting the annual vocation camp for 30 students at Divyajyoti Ashram, 

Latapara. 

Fr Christopher Lakra for organizing the SFS Youth Camp for the three parishes in Orissa in which 80 

boys and girls participated. 

 

Latest Transfers and appointments 

Fr Marcus Ruptake is appointed Superior of Fransalian Community, Badnera; Manager of SFS School 

and Parish Priest of St John the Evangelist Church, Badnera. 

Fr P Bosco is appointed Superior of Fransalian Community Nanded besides other responsibilities. 

Fr Ignatius D’Costa is given sabbatical year for refresher courses and spiritual renewal. He is attached to 

the community of Nanded. 

Fr Melroy Almeida is appointed acting Manager of Gyanmata Vidya Vihar, Nanded for one year.  

Fr Kailash Hiwale is appointed the Parish Priest of SFS Parish, Nanded, for one year. 

Fr Henry Nedumkallel is appointed Advisor to the Delegation Superior in Mozambique in place of Fr 

Sebastian Annaikandathil.  
 

New Address 

Catholic Church, Badadurgapur, Tinpahar. Dist. Sahibganj 816116, Jharkand India. 

Phone:  Selbestar Xalxo – 07763075612;  Henry Peter - 09523719633 

 

Provincial’s Itinerary 

June 

10-15   PIF, Suvidya Governing Body Meeting, Academic year Inauguration, Bangalore. 

16-27 Treatment in Kerala. 

30        Nagpur 

July 

04-07   CRI Western Region Seminar Bombay. 

08-17   Mozambique Visitation 

18-20   LCI Arusha 

21       Arrives at Nagpur 

23-24   PCM Nagpur 

August 

15.     Superiors Meeting 

24.      Episcopal Ordination Varanasi 

28.      Episcopal Ordination Aurangabad 
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Salesian Thought  

“Bees make delicious honey and it is their most valuable product. But the wax they make also does not cease to 

have some value. A loving heart should strive more fervently to produce works of high value and quality in order to 

increase powerfully its charity. But even if it sometimes produces works of lesser value it will not lose its reward. 

God will be pleased with them. He will love the person a little more because of them. God never shows additional 

love to a soul already having charity without giving further charity to it. Our love for God is the appropriate and 

particular effect of his love for us. (TLG, Book III Ch. 2)”                  

St. Francis de Sales 

Yours Sincerely in Christ 

 
Jacob Karamakuzhyil, MSFS 

Provincial Superior 


