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Fr. Joseph Karuppannan Passes Away: 1925 - 2014 

My Dear Confreres 

I greet you in the peace and joy of Christ. 

Fr Joseph Karuppannan fondly called as Fr K Joseph 
passed away on 29.04.2014 at 13.00 hours at Usha 
Memorial Hospital Nagpur. He was going to be in his 
89thyear in July and had the distinction of being the eldest 
member of the Province. He moved into his heavenly abode 
in the same manner and the way he lived his life on earth as 
quiet and unnoticed as possible. Leading a life in all 
simplicity, giving no trouble to any one, participating in all 
programs and activities of the Diocese and MSFS Apostolic 
Community, he shunned any special treatment or 
exceptional care accorded to an ageing Confrere. He was 
the first one to arrive at the Cathedral campus for all Holy 
Week Services. Nagpur Religious circle will miss the most 
familiar face of MSFS for all occasions. He had discussed 
with me his desire to go for his holidays. I advised him to 
postpone due to extreme hot weather which he readily 
accepted. However, his growing weakness in movement 
and in conducting his routine life was visible more than 
before. It was noticed lately that he could not stand for long. 
Although he said that he had only leg pains he was, in fact, 

ailing more than what he expressed. On 29th April for the first time he was missing from the house chapel for the 
daily Eucharist. When the House Superior checked with him he merely stated that he is not too well and having 
severe leg pain. He asked the Superior to give him communion and after which he was taken to Usha Memorial 
Hospital, Nagpur. The doctor attending him said that he was weak due to age-related ailments. He developed 
chest pain and vomited. He could not hold onto life any longer as his life sustaining systems were slowly 
dwindling. At 01.00 pm he passed away by a mild heart attack.  His funeral is scheduled on 5th May at 09.00 am   

Fr. K Joseph was born on 1st July 1925 in a small village called Perumthalayoon in the District of Coimbatore, 
Tamil Nadu. He was baptised on 10.03.1937 at Kolapalur Parish. His parents were Mr. Swaminathan & Mrs. 
Manjulamma. He was the youngest of ten children of six brothers and three sisters. All his brothers died when he 
was thirteen years old. It was his widowed sisters who brought him up. He joined the MSFS Congregation and 
made his first profession on 07th January 1948 at Vishakapatnam and final profession on 07th January 1951 at 
Nagpur. He was ordained on 19th March 1959 at Amravati Cathedral by late Rt. Rev. Joseph Rosario, msfs 

His first appointment was in Amravati as Principal of newly started school, now known as Gyan Matha High 
School. From then on, he was an untiring missionary. He was appointed twice at St. Thomas High School, 
Aldona, Goa; once at SFX School, Siolim, Goa; as Parish Priest and Principal at Kapustalni, Amravati; twice as 
Principal at St. John's High School, Nagpur. He retired from St. John's High School as Principal. After his 
retirement, he went to America for six months. On his return, he was appointed at Nanded as Parish Priest and  
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Superior. While he was at Nanded he founded today‟s premier educational institution called Gyan Mata Vidya 
Vihar. He was instrumental in bringing the Sisters of Charity to Nanded and getting them established. From 
Nanded he was transferred to Dharangaon in Jalgaon District, Maharashtra. Then, sent to Prakash Bhavan Minor 
Seminary in Kerala to teach young seminarians English Grammar and in the process became a good spiritual 
director to them for 11 years. In 2009 at Prakash Bhavan, he celebrated the Golden Jubilee of  his Priestly 
Ordination. His last appointment was at Mermier Sadan, Nagpur, for rest and retired life and from there he went 
to his heavenly home.  

In Fr K Joseph, we have lost a missionary who epitomised missionary zeal, childlike obedience to superiors and, 
above all, loyalty and love for the Congregation. He must be one of the few members in the Congregation who 
attracted maximum number of vocations to priesthood. Many of our priests are his recruits.   In the evening of his 
life, he symbolised innocence and simplicity. He could not understand why no work was assigned to him. He 
once said that he could do some smaller jobs and felt it was unfair to remain idle. He loved to be in the company 
of his near and dear ones. His greatest fulfilment in life was being in the presence and serving God‟s people 
irrespective of any consideration. Once, he enquired if he could get the addresses of all the parishioners of 
Nagpur Cathedral Parish for the simple reason of visiting them. He worked in most prominent and established 
schools of yester-years as a true MSFS educationist. His founding of Gyan Mata Vidya Vihar, Nanded, was his 
most risk taking venture. He literally went from pillar to post to fund the project.  This most renowned education 
institution of the Nanded District owes its origin and repute to the vision and zeal of Fr K Joseph. In his interaction 
for the Province Magazine he said that the most joyful moment in his life was when he received his First Holy 
Communion and the most difficult moments in his life was when he faced the difficulties of travelling to remote 
missions and finding means to meet the expenses of the same.  His advice to the future MSFS was “ to try to live 
with God, for God. Live Jesus and follow the example of St. Francis de Sales our Patron. His virtues like humility, 
hospitality, gentleness and forgiveness should become part of our lives” Today, we bid farewell to our eldest 
missionary brother who loved his life and who had no regrets or sorrow to die. He has given his share of work to 
the world and the Congregation to be carried forward. Let his life be a lesson to the living. Let us imbibe his spirit 
of work, relationship and love for God. May his soul rest in peace!  Fr Vincent Lourduswamy, Provincial of Pune 
Province, in his condolence message writes the following:  

“Fr. K was a very zealous Fransalian Missionary, a very keen promoter of vocations to religious life. He would ask 
any boy and girl of any age he met: „Hey, why don‟t you join us and become a priest or religious”!! He was a 
„Keen Vocation Promoter‟ till the end.   I was lucky enough to be introduced by him through correspondence. I still 
remember the letter he wrote to me in his own beautiful handwriting in English, directing me how and with what to 
come to the minor seminary at Bastora, Goa, in 1977. He was a good and systematic teacher who loved to teach 
us the minor seminarians even at night after his school hours on the request of late Fr. Abraham Kottoor. He was 
deeply a Praying Priest, seen praying all the time even while watching movies, a good reader of spiritual books 
and deeply a spiritual preacher.  Fr. K was very simplistic in approach and life style, a great missionary who had 
love for people, especially poor who he would make it a point to visit even after many years. May God grant him 
Eternal Peace!. He will continue to pray for vocations in Heaven.”    Fr Vincent Lourduswamy                                           

On behalf of the Province I express my heartfelt gratitude to Fr Wilson, Fr Joe Denis and Fr Johnson Parikkapilly 
in dealing with the situation. I express my gratitude to the family members of Fr K Joseph who were regularly in 
touch with him all these years. Finally, I thank each one, dear Fathers, Sisters, MSFS confreres, and friends of 
Fr. K Joseph for your prayers and words of condolences.  May his soul rest in peace! 

Yours Fraternally 

 
Fr Jacob Karamakuzhyil MSFS 
Provincial Superior 


