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Christmas is an experience of loving and giving 
 

Christmas is God in person and love in action. Every time we love, every 

time we give of ourselves, it's Christmas. It is this love in action that we 

ponder over during Christmas. God takes flesh. We call this “Incarnation” 

- but it’s more than a word; it’s an event, an experience, an encounter, a 

phenomenon, a Person. The truth that we celebrate at Christmas is that 

God – the source and destiny of all things – has not remained some 

invisible, indistinct and distant deity, or a name we give to a vague human 

instinct. The real God has become enfleshed, in every sense of that word, 

and lived among us. God has a face and a name – Jesus.  

Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide open 

heart, that thinks of others first. The birth of baby Jesus stands as the most 

significant event in all history because in it was fulfilled the promise God 

made of old, the promise of a redeemer who, by pouring into a sick world 

the healing medicine of love, has transformed all manner of hearts for 

more than two thousand years. Underneath all the bulging bundles is this 

beating Christmas heart. 

These days life is lived at such a fast pace that we seem to do more and 

more, and yet are often left with the feeling that we achieve less and less. Our days are full but our lives 

seem empty. We live in a world that has everything but at the end of the day we retire to our own world of 

loneliness and frustrations.  The post-modern surfing and searching and researching have ended up only in 

a mess and mental stress. Everything is at our fingertips and yet, at the end of the day, there is nothing 

much achieved and the day leaves us with a great void of emptiness. Here is where we need the experience 

of and encounter with the person of Jesus in order to make our life meaningful, and our mission successful 

and our vocation purposeful. Can we as Fransalians put on the face of Jesus? Can we live with a heart of 

love, a giving heart? Can we LIVE JESUS?  

“So let’s look with fresh eyes at this mystery, this Christmas event. Let’s unwrap the gift and contemplate 

the Giver. Jesus Christ reveals to you and to me and to every human being who we really are”, says Rt. 

Rev. Mark Coleridge. Christmas is love in action. Every time we love, every time we give, it's Christmas. 

Let us make this Christmas experience loving and giving, special and fulfilling, not only for us but also for 

the entire humanity. Let Jesus be experienced through us, let Jesus be encountered in us and, thus, we live 

a witnessing life of the person of Jesus. I wish each member and communities a merry Christmas and 

happy New Year. I will be in Orissa during Christmas Days. 

 

Quartoseptcentenial Jubilee Celebration at Nagpur 
 

“How different this evening is!” exclaimed the Master of Ceremony, Fr Peter Dominic? And indeed, the 

evening of 16th December 2013 was delightfully different for Fransalians, their collaborators and 

benefactors specially for the staff and students and parents of St. John’s School who witnessed the special 
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Annual Parents’ Day in honour of the Quartoseptcentenial Jubilee Celebration of the MSFS Nagpur 

Province. 

The celebrations began with the solemn Eucharistic Celebration at 4.15 pm presided over by Most Rev 

Abraham Viruthakulangara, Archbishop of Nagpur, and concelebrated by 6 other bishops of Raipur, 

Amravati, Aurangabad, Nasik, Khandwa and Chanda; Rev Fr George Parampukkattil, General Councilor 

,Rev Fr Simon Paicatt, rovincial of Vizag, Rev Fr Vincent Lourduswamy, Provincial of Pune and Fr. 

Henry Kodikuthiyil MSFS, delegate of South-West India Province. Vicar Generals of Nagpur, Rourkela 

and Amravati Dioceses were present besides around 80 priests with more than 500 people participated in 

the Eucharistic celebration. Rev Fr Jacob Karamakuzhiyil MSFS welcoming the august gathering said, 

“These are moments of history to introspect, history to honour and to pay tribute to the silent workers of 

God’s vineyard whose names are inscribed in our hearts. They were brave and true to the Mission of the 

Lord. They journeyed to distant land to heal the minds and hearts of God’s People. Their toil and sacrifice, 

faith and hope, trials and anguish, wisdom and fore-sight made the accomplishments of today a reality. We 

take great pride in claiming their missionary legacy. Let their spirit inspire and guide us to contribute to the 

growth of the universal Church.”  Recalling the saga of MSFS Missionary journey, he recalled that the 

three women congregations of St Joseph Sisters of Chambery, Holy Cross Sisters of Chavanod and SMMI 

Sisters were the gift to the Inidan Church through MSFS Missionaries and evoked the historical bond of 

collaboration and collective struggle. His Grace Archbishop Abraham said that it was a blessing and 

privilege for him to preside over the function. Nagpur Church bears testimony to the missionary works of 

MSFS. He reminded the Missionaries that the clarion call of their founder was Mission. He said that all of 

us should recapture the fervour of this Mission for the growth of the Church.  

The much awaited cultural extravaganza commenced at 6 pm in the fully packed St. John’s School 

Ground. A very huge stage was erected on the grounds with professional settings of lights, sounds, 

cameras and LCD displays made it a fantastic and enthralling experience. There was a large gathering of 

more than 5000 people, apart from the dignitaries and religious of Nagpur.  The Welcome Song was sung 

by 700 students of St John’s Primary School. All the dignitaries were felicitated. A short message from all 

the bishops and were displayed on the screen and read out.  



There was a short PowerPoint presentation on the growth of MSFS missionary work in Central India in 

establishing the catholic dioceses of Visakhapatnam, Nagpur, Amravati and laying the foundation for 

dioceses of Cuttack, Jabalpur, Chanda, Bhopal, Raipur, Jagdalpur, Khandwa and Aurangabad.  

The highlight of the entire program was the grand dance – a musical ballet ‘Ghar Ek Mandir’ directed by 

Rev. Dr. Fr. Charles Vas SVD, Director of Sangeet Abhinay Academy, Mumbai, and a world famous 

artist. It was the blend of music, dance, play and message. It portrayed the situation of two different 

families and instilled in the mind of the people the message that the family has a great role to play in 

making world a better place today. The participation of 1000 students in the play was greatly appreciated. 

Thereafter, the dignitaries along with religious, benefactors and school staff shared the sumptuous meal at 

the premises of St. John’s Public School (CBSE).                - Fr Robin Xavier MSFS 

 

A Brief Report of the Canonical Visitation 

St Mary’s School, Kinwat 
 

Kinwat School would have been different if greater emphasis was given for infrastructure, transport, etc. 

The school stands out as the one which has no competitor. It can start one more section at any time. The 

school charges the least fees in comparison to other schools in the Province. There are 65 children in one 

of the lower KG. There are 496 students on the roll. The school is about four kilometres from Kinwat 

town. This distance makes the parents’ doubt the safety of children especially when the school has no 

transport of its own. Fr Deepak Kindo is the Principal and local superior. Having worked in our Delhi 

school, he has initiated certain changes in the organisation of curricular activities and other administrative 

areas. He is assisted by Fr Selbester Kullu in the school and for meeting the spiritual needs of the Sisters in 

Mandvi and Kinwat. Bro MichaelToppo is the physical education instructor. The girl’s football team 

played in the finals at state level. Bro John Parkhe is a full time staff in the school. The Kinwat community 

takes care of the land at Himayat Nagar. The Sisters of the Helpers of Mary are our collaborators. One of 

the Sister’s work in the pre-primary school at Gokunda. The Mandvi Community of the Sisters continue 

with their social ministry. Mandvi land being tribal land, a verdict has come in favour of the former tribal 

owner. Purchase and the registration of the tribal land termed to be illegal. Sisters are weighing the option 

of leaving the place. However, the people want them to continue at any cost.   

 

Gyan Mata Vidya Vihar, Nanded 
 

The school in all areas of administration, curricular and co-curricular activities resembles Delhi School. 

The school got financially stabilized only in the recent time. Lots of infrastructural up-gradation is to be 

done. Pre-Primary School is yet to be constructed. Fr Melroy is the Principal of the School, Fr Marcus 

Ruptake, the Manager and the Community Superior, Fr Peter Kujur, theVice Principal and Fr John 

Carvalho, the Office Administrator. Fr PC Paul who was instrumental in buying the land for Nanded 

Mission is now retired and resident of this community. There are 2400 students on role and a total of 110 

staff members. It is the second CBSE School for the Province. At Nanded, we also have parish with 45 

catholic families. Fr Marcus Ruptake is the Parish Priest. Most of the families are migrated from 

elsewhere. The community has a close-knit relationship with the Parishioners of Nanded. 

 

Jalna School back to its former glory 
 

The school has overcome the setbacks of the recent years due to the court case it faced. What we see now 

is a stabilized school in terms of admissions, staff stability with no parental confrontation. Our sincere 

appreciation should go to Fr George Kurickal, the Principal of the School, who managed a fee hike of 65% 

at one go and implemented the 6th Pay Commission and brought peace between the school staff and made 

the parents to accept fee hike. Now the school is poised to apply for affiliation to ICSE syllabus. There are 

2400 Students in the school and 87 staff members. Fr Patras Tirkey is the Superior of the Community and 

Fr John Dive, the Manager of the Schools and the head of the different legal bodies in Jalna who 

personally monitors the maintenance works of the school, house and the development of the property. He 

is also the Parish Priest of St Mary’s Church, Jalna which has around 35 families. There are two sub-

centres in Ambad district about 45 kilometres away from Jalna which is also taken care by the Community. 

Another person who is there to serve the community members, the kitchen staff and feeds the birds and 

animals is Bro Antony Chalackal who is also in his Golden Jubilee year of his Religious Profession. 



 

Fransalian Technical Institute (FTI) testimony of continuity  
 

FTI, Aurangabad is a symbol of our simplicity and continuity of the same. The students of village back- 

ground continue to come and get trained in two courses of Turner and Fitter and most of them get 

employed in Aurangabad. At present, there are 71 students on the roll. The instructors continue to take 

moderate salary as it was in the beginning and that makes the Institute run without much difficulty. The 

workshop runs fabrication, carpentry, printing and graphic designing. Carpentry and fabrication work order 

has gone down compared to the works received in the past but the printing department has balanced this 

loss. The workshop contributes to the Institute just sufficient to manage the same. The Provincial 

Administration is grateful to the former Superior, Fr John Dive, for regularising the back log of FTI trust 

audit and the initiatives for the possession of the house under litigation for the last thirty years or more and 

fencing the entire Bidkin land after having properly done boundary demarcation through the revenue 

department. The present Principal of the Institute and the Community Superior is Fr William Antony who 

is assisted by Fr Nobit Kombanathottathil. The new team has great plans for the Institute in responding to 

the changing demands and on updating the mode of production and for introducing more job-oriented 

trades. Province communities and institutions should give work orders to strengthen them by way 

monetory gain and moral support as the Institute is always in a state of uncertainty of its future. We have 

failed to carry on technical education program on the four acre spread buildings in Nagpur. We could not 

withstand the changing situations. It is painful for many of our senior confreres to see the old godowns 

demolished to build the proposed St John’s Public School. It is our duty to make sure that our only 

technical school that renders service to the poor continues to be relevant in the years to come. 

 

St. John the Evangelist Church, CIDCO 
 

It is our Parish Church in Aurangabad with diminishing number of faithful. This Church had above 

hundred families at the inception but after the division on the basis of rites we have just 38 families. Small 

is beautiful. It is a well united parish community with greater participation and involvement. Fr Oscar 

Kujur is the Parish Priest and Fr Pius Gonsalves is assisting him. The community has an extension centre 

for activities called DEEP Community Centre. A gymnasium is being run here. The machines of the Gym 

are old and needs to be up-dated. The one acre land around the gymnasium is being developed by the 

Community for the benefit of the local people and parishioners. 

 

Sacred Heart Church Bhusaval 
 

My visitation to Bhusawal community was on 6th and 7th December. This is one of the parish I observed 

where parishioners have good acquaintances with many Fathers of the erstwhile MG Province. Most of 

them are in touch with many of our Fathers. The Church is the one that unites them and give them social 

fulfilment. Those who have shifted to Bombay make sure that they are back on weekends. Fr Willie 

D’Silva said that he gets mentally exhausted attending to the problems and visitation on emergency. The 

kind of faith expressed through vibrant involvement of people is amazing for him after working more than 

ten years in Switzerland. There are around three hundred families in the Parish. Fr Peter Paul is the 

assistant Parish Priest helping in pastoral works as well as in the management of the temporal goods of the 

Church and community. The parishioners are gearing up for the Christmas Celebrations. On 8th was first 

Holy Communion of 19 children. Bro Daniel Bara is the Deacon assisting the Parish team. The Church 

Community also takes care of our land at Karanji and the Bhusawal Church land belonging to the Diocese 

of Nasik. 

 

Fransalian Vidya Niketan, Khamgaon 
 

It is the Centre for Inter Regions dialogue and peace and maintains the motto of the founder Father. This 

project sponsored by funding agencies. As western regions of India are not been favoured by the agencies, 

it is required to find a new sources. Khamgaon has the reputation of having won over the trust of the 

funding agencies. There are others projects like skill development for rural youth going on at present. Only 

one project is taken up at a time and when it is completed another project is taken up. Implementation of 

the project is given top priority. The community owns the largest amount of land in the Province. It has 64 



acres of land but they are in four pieces. There is something called community farming where all the land 

and farm expenses shared and so too is the produce. This adds to the income of the community. Khamgaon 

also has a parish with 13 families and most of them are settled from elsewhere for employment. I was 

privileged to participate in the blessing of the Holy Family Grotto in inter-religious colony of 22 families. 

Fr Joseph Kailamangalam is the local Superior and the Parish Priest assisted by Fr Sudhir Kujur.  

 

News from Innovative Ministry Centre, Khamgaon 
 

On 8th December 2013, feast day of our 

Blessed Virgin Mary’s Immaculate 

Conception, the Fransalian Inter – Religious 

Colony at Jaipur Landhe, Khamgaon, were 

excited to be with Fr Jacob, the Provincial, 

Fathers and Sisters from Washim, Akola, 

Buldana, Shegaon and Khamgaon, 

parishioners of SFS Church, Khamgaon, 

Inter-Religious leaders and friends of 

Fransalian Vidya Niketan, Khamgaon and a 

few villagers from Jaipur Landhe including 

Sarpanch and Police Patil of the area to celebrate the 25th year of the Inter-Religious Colony founded by 

late Fr P.V Joseph and to mark the 175th year of the foundation of our beloved Congregation, the Inter-

Religious Centre, Khamgaon inaugurated and blessed the P.V Baba Memorial Multipurpose Hall (P.V 

Baba Smruthi Bahudhyesia Nivara) and a Shrine of Holy Family through the hand of Rev Fr Jacob 

Karamakuzhiyil. The homily was preached by Rev Fr Mathew Karickal, the Parish Priest of Washim. After 

the inauguration of the hall all the dignitaries including Religious leaders from other major religions lit 

candles in front of the Holy Family Shrine before the blessing. Even non- Christians patiently and 

prayerfully attended mass which was presided over by Fr Provincial. The colony children and the youth 

put up an entertainment program of devotional dances, skits & action songs and kept the audience cheerful 

till the end. Religious leaders from all religion spoke on Unity, Peace and Harmony quoting their 

respective scriptures. Fr K V Joseph shared the reasons for installing the Shrine of the Holy Family in the 

Inter-Religious Colony where 30 families reside from all religious background. He thanked very specially 

Mrs Seema P Joseph and Mrs Shobha Sebastian, the staff in the colony for taking care of the studies of all 

children and for all the other activities in the Colony.  A vegetarian meal was served to all present for the 

function.  Fr Joseph Kailamangalam 

 

Local Communities in Germany. 
As per the decision of the General Chapter 2013, our Province has formed two local Communities in 

Germany with the consent of the Superior General in order to animate the religious life of the members. 

After due consultation with the Confreres of our Province in GAH, we have identified two places where 

our communities are established. The Provincial Council has approved the appointment of the following 

confreres as local superiors and the affiliated members for the two communities. 

 

MSFS Community, Bayern Regensburg.  Fr. Michael Raj (Local Superior) Fr. Benedict D’souza, Fr. 

Anish George, Fr. Austin Pookkattuchalil, Fr. Marianus Kerketta, Fr.  Alphonse Arokyaswamy.  

 

MSFS Community, Rehau. Fr Lalit Tiga ( local Superior) Fr Marianus Kujur, Fr Charles Porimattathil, 

Fr Vincent Chettiar, Fr Kamil Tete, Fr Solomon Sahayaraj, Fr Rajesh Lugun. 

 

I thank Fr. Michal land Fr. Lalit for their generosity and readiness to take up this new responsibility.  The 

new Local Superiors have assumed their office with effect from December 1, 2013. These two 

Communities will be organized into a Delegation under the Province. The process of consultation is on for 

the appointment of the Delegation Superior. The Delegation will come into effect on January 24, 2014. 

Later a forum of Delegation Superiors will be constituted. 

 

 

 



Let Us Pray for  
 

Fr. Micky D’Souza who is operated for the prostate gland and recovering. 

Fr. Jose Parampukattil who is recovering after angioplasty.  

Mr. Albinus Kujur (55) father of Fr. Peter Kujur who passed away on 07th December 2013 

Mrs. Monica Joseph Ruptake (53) sister-in-law of Fr. Marcus Ruptake who passed away on 16th December  

Mrs Christina Kujur Mother of Marianus Kujur  aged 62 passed away. 

 

Provincial’s Itinerary 
 

December 2013 
 

22rd & 23th  Latapara 

24th & 25th  Ambapani 

26th & 27th  Panderpalli 

 

January 2014   

3rd   Bangalore (PIF Suvidya Governing Body Meeting) 

13th & 14th  Nimkheda 

15th & 16th  St John’s  

17th & 18th  Mermier Sadan 

19th & 20th  Provincialate 

21st & 22nd  Badnera 

25th   Raidihi 

26th   Ordination of TelesphorLakra 

27th   Ordination of Daniel Bara and Hilarius Tirkey 

28th   Ordination of Arun Kumar Ekka 

 

February  

1st & 2nd  Stewardship Forum Meeting 

3rd   Golden Jubilee Celebration of Bro Antony Chalackal 

4th & 5th  Fransalian Seminary, Pune. 

7th   Nallasopara 

10th   Nagpur 

13th   Mission Forum Meeting with Gen Secretary 

14th   Silver Jubilee Celebrations SFS Pre Primary Delhi 

15th & 16th  Education Forum Meeting with Gen secretary 

17th & 18th  Formation Forum Meeting with Gen Secretary 

19th & 20th  Social IM Forum meeting with Gen Secretary 

28th   Canonical Visitation Mozambique. 

 

Salesian Thought 
 

“Be who you are and be that well, to serve the Master Craftsman whose handiwork we are.” 
 

 

Yours fraternally 

 
Fr Jacob Karamakuzhyil MSFS 

Provincial Superior 

 



 


