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JK - 19                                                            CIRCULAR  TO ALL  THE   MEMBERS  OF   THE PROVINCE                                        15 .08.2013 

 

Fr. Philip D’silva Passes Away (20.02. 1931  -  14.08.2013) 

My Dear Confreres 

I greet you in the peace and joy of Christ. 

Fr Philip D’Silva was looking little weak for the last one 

week. Certain minor complaints and tiredness was cited 

by him. He was offered medical help and consultation 

with a Doctor but nothing looked serious and Fr Philip 

was reluctant for any such medical intervention or 

consultation. On 14th August he had his usual 

community lunch and went to his room for the usual 

afternoon nap and everything looked normal with him. 

He used to be visible in and around the house most of 

the times. When he failed to appear after the afternoon 

rest the community members doubted if Fr Philip is 

suffering from some ailments or incapacitated by 

strokes. His room was not latched from inside and at 

5.30 p.m. he was found on his bed with no movement 

and the body tending to be cold. Thus, this afternoon 

rest took him to his creator. The doctor who certified his 

death stated that he passed away around at 05.00 pm.  

Fr Philip Joseph D’Silva was born on20
th

 February 1931 to Rosario and Anna Maria D’Silva at 

Lourenco Marques (Maputo) Mozambique, baptized on 13
th

 September 1931 at Our Lady of 

Immaculate Conception Church, Maputo, and confirmed on 2
nd

 December 1944 at Our Lady of 

Socorro Church, Socorro, and Goa. 

He did his Primary education at St Francis de Sales School, Ucassaim Goa completed his 

Matriculation in 1951 from St Francis de Sales High School, Nagpur. He studied Latin for a year and 

was sent to Margao, Goa, to complete his Novitiate and at the end of which he made his First 

Profession as a religious on 27
th

 May 1953. Three years later on 27
th

 May 1956 Fr Philip made his 

Perpetual Profession and was accepted as a member into the family of the Congregation of the 

Missionaries of St Francis De Sales. 
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Fr Philip completed his philosophical and theological studies at Papal Athenaeum, Pune, and was 

ordained a priest on 24
th

 March 1961 at the Papal Athenaeum Church, Pune. He served in the various 

mission stations of Amravati Diocese: Duni from 1962 to 1965; Aurangabad from 1965 to 1966 and 

Murtizapur from 1966 to 1967. From 1967 to date, Fr Philip was always at the service of various 

MSFS Houses of the then Maharashtra-Goa Province at St John’s, Nagpur; St Thomas, Aldona; St 

Joseph’s, Kurla; SFS Institute, Ucassaim; St Francis Xavier, Siolim; St Joseph’s, Kurla; and later the 

Province of Nagpur at Fransalian Technical Institute, Aurangabad; St Joseph’s Technical Institute, 

Nagpur; and Mermier Sadan where he breathed his last as quietly as he lived his life in quiet and 

dedicated service in the Vineyard of the Lord. 

Fr Philip bears testimony to the MSFS missionary journey in Amravati. He suffered from the trauma 

of loneliness and the hostile living surroundings with wild animals in Duni Mission. His experience of 

such hardships had lasting impact in his health in the years to come. Fr Philip was jovial and had the 

knack to mingle with youngsters who flocked to him to listen. Though soft spoken and witty in his 

remarks and observations he answered questions with counter questions. He lived a life without any 

complaints worthy of his call as a priest and true to his vow of poverty with minimum needs and 

requirements. When rooms were constructed for elderly confreres in Mermier Sadan he chose to 

remain where he is and the new accommodations did not attract him. His death reminds us the truth 

that we are all chosen by God. In baptism, we become sons and daughters of God to be returned to him 

at any time. It is true of Fr Philip who at baptism was stamped by the Holy Spirit, lived the faith and in 

the promise of eternal life. He was only a pilgrim in this world on a journey to God. It is a sad parting 

and we have lost in him a confrere and missionary who gave his life to the service of lord and his 

people. Therefore, a reminder to all of us that God, being our final destiny, we should keep our sight 

always fixed on him during our life here on earth. The fact that God created us to inherit eternal life 

should reverberated in us always and to lead a life worthy of that inheritance. I believe that our prayers 

can help Fr Philip where he is now. This is the best gift we can offer to him. His funeral Mass will be 

presided by his grace Archbishop Abraham Viruthakulangara on 16
th

 at 03.30 p.m. followed by his 

burial at the Seminary Hills.   

On behalf of the province I express my heartfelt gratitude to the Community of Mermier Sadan, 

Nagpur, and the Superiors past and present, namely Fr Pius Gonsalves, Fr Jose Parampukattil and Fr 

Johnson Parikkapally for the care they have taken for the past few years.  I also thank Fr Joe Denis and 

his Community of St John’s for all immediate assistance given and making all the arrangements for 

the funeral. My gratitude goes to the relatives of Fr Philip who have come from Mumbai, Bangalore 

and Kuwait to show their familial affinity and love for their brother. I express my gratitude to his 

Grace Archbishop Abraham for his consent to preside at the funeral Mass which is sign of his 

reverence and love for his Priests in the Archdiocese of Nagpur. . Finally, I thank each one of you, 

dear Fathers, Sisters, MSFS confreres, and friends of Fr Philip for your prayers and words of 

condolences at the sad demise of Fr Philip D’Silva.  May his soul rest in peace! Kindly fulfill the 

suffrages that we offer one Mass for every departed MSFS Confrere. 

Yours devotedly in Christ, 

 

 

Fr.Jacob Karamakuzhiyil, msfs 

Provincial Superior 

 


