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MARY – A MODEL OF SUFFERING 

On 15th September we celebrate the Feast 

of Mother of Sorrows. The Mother of 

Sorrows or Compassion has a special place 

in the life of every MSFS. During the days 

of the novena we focus on the sorrows of 

Mary and draw strength for ourselves.  

Pain and suffering is a part of our life here 

on earth and Mary was not spared from 

this.  

1] The Prophecy of Simeon: [Lk 2/34] 

Mary learned more distinctly and in greater 

detail what sufferings and what a cruel 

death awaited Jesus. She knew that He 

would be opposed for His teaching; he 

would be called a blasphemer. [Mt. 26/65-

66] What may have been Mary’s feelings 

at these words of Simeon? She is told very 

clearly that she will have to suffer on 

account of Jesus, who is set for the fall and 

rising of many in Israel. Was she ready for 

this? Was she strong enough to undergo all 

this?   

2] The Flight into Egypt: [Mt 2/13] It 

must have been one or two o’clock in the 

morning. We can imagine what Mary suffered 

on the journey. The distance to Egypt was about three hundred miles, requiring a journey of up to 

thirty days. The road was rough, unknown and little travelled. They certainly experienced a lot of 

tension on account of the possible dangers ahead - will they kill my child? In Egypt will we find a 

suitable place? We can imagine the mental state of refugees fleeing to safety. Recall the disturbing 

images of what recently happened near the Hamid Karzai Airport in Afghanistan. The thought of 
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Jesus and Mary wandering as fugitives through a strange land teaches us that we must also live as 

pilgrims here on earth.   

3] The Loss of the Child Jesus in the Temple: [Lk 2/43-45] The sudden discovery that Jesus is 

not among the crowd; where should we look for Him? The search went on for three days. What 

must have Mary gone through these three days? We understand Mary’s pain from her words to 

Jesus; “Your father and I have been anxiously looking for you.” [Lk 2/48] The sweet presence of 

the Lord was not there. Mary wept, but confidently. Whoever wants to find Jesus must look for 

Him as Mary did, not amid the pleasures and delights of the world, but amid crosses and 

mortifications. Did we have the experience of one of our dear ones being lost? For Mary, was there 

anything more precious than her only child Jesus?  

4] Mary Meets Jesus Carrying His Cross: [Lk 23/27] What must have been Mary’s feelings 

when she heard that Jesus was condemned and was soon to be crucified? Her innocent Son was 

being treated as a hardened criminal. She had to bear the stigma of being the mother of a person 

condemned to death by crucifixion. What did she feel when she met Jesus carrying the cross; deep 

pain in her heart; loving compassion in her eyes?  Even though the sight of her dying Son was to 

cost her such bitter sorrow, Mary would not leave Him. The Mother also took up her cross and 

followed Him, to be crucified along with Him. She suffered silently and patiently.  

5] Mary Stands Beneath The Cross of Jesus: [Jn 19/25] Mary sees Him struggle, she hears Him 

shout, she sees His life slowly coming to an end, and she is totally helpless. The executioners 

stripped Him of His clothes and with nails they fastened Him on the cross. They raised the cross 

and left Him to die. The executioners left Him, but not Mary. Jesus endured three excruciating 

hours on the cross, yet the physical pain was nothing compared to the agonizing heartache He was 

forced to bear seeing His mother below Him suffering. Mary’s sufferings were so great that it was 

only through the miraculous intervention of God that she did not die.  

6] Mary Receives the Dead Body of Jesus: [Jn 19/38] Imagine the pain of holding the lifeless 

body of Jesus. It was the mother’s last embrace of her dearly beloved son. As long as he was on the 

cross she could not touch him; but finally she was able to do so although it was lifeless and cold. 

Only a mother knows the pain she goes through when her child dies, especially if it is her only 

child.  

7] Jesus is Laid in the Tomb: [Jn 19/41-42] What must have been racing through Mary’s mind as 

she walked towards the tomb? As she looked inside the tomb did her heart sink at the finality of 

separation? Imagine the pain of the mothers in Afghanistan who were desperate to save their young 

ones. They passed them over the airport wall into the hands of unknown soldiers. Mary sees God in 

all things and all situations, even in her sufferings. Jesus had tremendous hope for life after death. 

He often said he looked forward to being united with the Holy One. Mary had the same hope. She 

believed everything was not over. Her Son will rise as He promised.  

Mary went through all this in total resignation to the will of God. Simeon’s words have become a 

reality; “On account of this child a sword will pierce through your own soul.” St. Bernard tells us; 

“For if He could die in body, could she not die with Him in spirit? He died in body through a love 

greater than anyone had known. She died in spirit through love, unlike any other since His.” Our 
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patron St. Francis de Sales says; “The glorious virgin had a share in all human wretchedness, 

except those which came directly from sin. She made use of them very usefully for the practice and 

growth of the holy virtues of courage, temperance, justice, prudence, poverty, humility, suffering 

and compassion.”  

St. Francis de Sales was a lover of the Compassionate Mother of God. According to him, although 

several loving souls were present at Jesus’ death, it was his gentle Mother who was most deeply 

transfixed by the sword of sorrow. The sorrow of her Son pierced her own heart because of the 

intimate union between Jesus and Mary. She was so compassionate that she suffered with him, and 

that she always longed to die from love of Jesus. “Several loving souls were present at our Lord’s 

death. Those who knew the most love, experienced the deepest sorrow, for them love melted into 

sorrow, sorrow into love. Passionately fond of their Saviour, they were also in love with his 

sorrowful passion. But it was his gentle Mother, whose love was greater than all others, who was 

most deeply transfixed by the sword of sorrow. The sorrow her Son was experiencing pierced 

through into his Mother’s heart, so perfect was the intimate union between their two hearts; 

nothing could pierce one without sorely wounding the other. That Mother’s heart then was 

wounded by love; and not only did she refrain from seeking a cure from it, but she preferred the 

wound to any cure, lovingly cherishing all the shafts of sorrow she received, shafts leveled at her 

heart by love.”  

What is our understanding of suffering? Do we readily accept the small or big trials we experience 

in our daily lives and see it as a participation in the suffering of Christ? Do we grumble and blame 

God for them or do we pray for endurance and strength? Let us once again repose our trust in God 

and in Mary our Compassionate Mother. As St. Francis de Sales tells us; “Let us run to Mary and 

as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with a perfect confidence.” Fr. Peter Mermier 

also assures us that, “After Jesus, Mary is not only our wonderful model, but our great refuge, our 

most powerful help.” Live Jesus. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MATTERS 

❖ The Extraordinary General Chapter 2022 (EGC) will take place at Fransalian Seminary, 

Pune, from 1st to 7th February 2022. 

❖ The Triennial Mandatory Meeting 2022 will be held at Fransalian Seminary, Pune from 10th 

to 12th February 2022. 

 

CONCLUDING OF THE SILVER JUBILEE YEAR AT THE PROVINCIALATE 

The day had dawned, 16th August 2021, of the silver historical period of shining achievements, to 

draw the curtain on the silver jubilee celebrations of the Province, in order to open the horizon to 

new opportunities of ventures for each member, to a golden age ahead. On this memorable 

occasion, we the Fransalians with deep gratitude and humility before God for His unfathomable 

love, through the Immaculate Heart of the Mother of Sorrow, offered our hearts, all our works and 

achievements to our loving God.  
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The grand concluding celebration began with the Holy Eucharistic celebrated by His Grace Elias 

Gonsalves, Archbishop of Nagpur. The main concelebrants were Rev. Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy, 

Provincial of Nagpur Province, Rev. Fr. Jayaseelan, Provincial of Pune Province and Rev. Fr. 

Jerome Pinto, V.G. of Nagpur Archdiocese. Members of the Apostolic Community of Nagpur, 

Rev. Sister Provincials of different Religious Congregations, collaborators and well-wishers joined 

for the celebration. We thanked and praised God for His innumerable blessings and constant 

guidance which inspired us as leaders and missionaries, filled with zeal and enthusiasm, with 

positive attitude and 

self-sacrifice, in order to 

spread the Good News 

of Jesus Christ to all 

people, especially 

among the Tribal 

communities, the poor 

and those on the 

peripheries of society of 

different states of India 

and Mozambique, 

Africa. The erstwhile 

Maharashtra-Goa 

Province was divided 25 

years ago into Nagpur 

and Pune Provinces. 

During this short period 

of 25 years Nagpur 

Province trod on smooth 

and rough surfaces of 

life, made major 

contributions in the 

Pastoral, Educational 

and Innovative 

ministries, and increased 

three-fold in the number 

of its members.  

At the end of the Eucharist during the short felicitation program, the dignitaries present were 

honoured and each gave a short message, especially commending the MSFS for their valuable 

contribution to the growth of the Church. The next venue was the dining-hall.  The table was well 

laid with delicious food items prepared by the Apostolic Community. After the cutting of the 

jubilee cake Rev. Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy thanked Almighty God for His blessings and expressed his 

sincere gratitude to all the participants, especially to the Nagpur Apostolic Community members 

for making it a meaningful celebration. The celebration concluded with a thanksgiving hymn. 

Fr. Thomas Kuttiankal Msfs 
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REPORT OF MISSION FORUM MEETING 

On 23rd August 2021 the Mission Forum meeting was held at 3.45 pm. The resource person was 

none other than our beloved Rev. Dr. Johnson Kallidukil MSFS, the General Secretary for Mission. 

Rev. Dr. Domy Thomas MSFS, the Councilor in charge of the Mission Forum invited the members 

and Fr. Bijay Kerketta led the members in prayer. Fr. Peter Dominic welcomed everybody, 

specially the speaker of the day Fr. Johnson and our Provincial Rev. Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy. 

 

Rev. Dr. Johnson Kallidukil spoke on the topic: “Priesthood is the Capacity to Relate: Mission is 

the right measure and manner of relationship. He summarized his talk in 7 points: 

1. Right rootedness leads to right relatedness. 

2. Eucharist is the highest form of communication. 

3. To be a shepherd one needs to be a good sheep. 

4. Our people are more or less the way we are because they become what we give them. 

5. Where is my umbilical cord connected to? 

6. Communicate and give to God, to self and to others the right things, at the right time, in the 

right manner. 

7. Gathering in 12 baskets is fine, but do not gather before the people are satisfied. 

 

After the interaction with the resource person, Fr. Provincial addressed everyone. At the very 

outset he appreciated and applauded the Mission Forum for the full house attendance, even by 

those in other parts of the globe. This year being the Year of the Mission, we need to adopt in our 

ministry the various proposals given by the Superior General. During this pandemic each one is 

called to be creative in every way, and to be active in reaching out to our people. Our people are 

going through hard times and we need to find ways to collaborate and catechize them. This year we 

need to help and take care of those families that are badly affected. Our initiative should be to help 

and bring them closer to the sacraments by counseling. As Parish Priests we need to be resourceful 

and as shepherds have the smell of the sheep. Registers kept in the parish office have to be properly 

maintained. Though the situation is challenging we need to win over and encourage everyone. Fr. 

Provincial was very positive that all are moving in the right direction; even though slowly still we 

are moving ahead. He concluded by expressing words of appreciation. 

  

During the time of interaction Fr. Provincial shared information about the health of Theophil, the 

Provincialate cook, Deacon Amit and Fr. Barnabas. They are slowly recovering from the different 

operations they had to undergo.  Fr. Domy informed the members about the seriousness of 

celebrating mass and maintaining the mass intention register. Only a single mass intention for each 

mass celebrated. Extra mass intentions have to be given to others to celebrate or celebrated on a 

day when there is no mass intention. Every Parish Priest has to celebrate Missa Pro Populo for the 

intention of the people. As per our norms only three masses are for personal intentions and one 

mass to be celebrated for the dead confreres. Stipend received from masses offered has to be given 

to the Local Bursar or the Local Superior to be used for community expenses. Fr. Domy proposed 

the vote of thanks and Fr. Kamil Tete made the concluding prayer. 

Fr. Peter Domnic Msfs 
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REPORT OF EDUCATION FORUM MEETING 

The Education Forum Meeting was held virtually on 19th August, 2021 at 09:00 am, on Google 

Meet platform. Members of the Education Forum of Nagpur Province along with the esteemed 

dignitary Rev. Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy, our Provincial, participated in this meeting. Rev. Fr. 

Joseph Koovely SVPS, the Principal of St. Vincent Pallotti School, Besa, Nagpur, an epitome of 

knowledge and a renowned person in the field of education, was the resource person. He spoke on 

the topic ‘Successful Traits of Effective Team Leaders During Covid-19’. 

Fr. Joseph introduced the topic in an innovative manner. He affirmed that a team leader is a person 

who provides guidance, instruction, direction and leadership to a group of individuals (the team) 

for the purpose of achieving a key result or group of aligned results. He acknowledged that when 

a team leader motivates a team, the group members can function in a goal-oriented manner. He 

also informed that a team leader monitors the quantitative and qualitative achievements of the team 

and reports results to his/her superior. 

 Fr. Joseph focused on leadership and mentioned that it is the duty of the leader to inculcate a 

positive culture which fosters a positive and a motivating environment. He insisted that effective 

leaders must be able to divide the work evenly and must help in getting quick and better results. He 

also explained the traits of good team leaders wherein he concentrated on communication skills, 

decision making, trust, honesty and relationship building.  

Fr. Joseph also highlighted the importance of empowering the team members and discussed the 

advantages and disadvantages of the same. At this point, he appreciated leaders as they are multi-

potential and are able to accomplish various tasks like a resource provider, instruction specialist, 

curriculum specialist and classroom supporter. Towards the end he briefed the leaders with the 

essential steps of leading a school and the gist of some documentation work was also made known 

to them.  

The school leaders were extremely delighted to receive a webinar which comprised of loads of 

information and successful traits which will definitely help our Fransalian schools to grow and 

develop in the footsteps of our Patron St. Francis de Sales. In the second half of the session, all the 

schools of the Province presented their school reports vividly, which encouraged and motivated 

one another. 

Fr. Ignathi Kshirsagar Msfs 

 

REPORT OF INNOVATIVE FORUM MEETING 

The Innovative Forum Meeting was held on 30th August through Google Meet. The meeting 

started with a prayer by Fr. Lazarus. He then welcomed all the members, especially the resource 

person Rev. Fr. J. Stephen GCIC of SAIM. He explained about the Profile of MSFS Social and 

Innovative Ministry. Our Vision: Building God’s Kingdom of love, peace and justice on earth, 

through our social apostolates and innovative ministries in the footsteps of our Patron St. Francis 

de Sales and our Founder Fr. Peter Mermier.  
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Areas connected with our ministry: 

1. Lover of God and human beings.  

2. Man of prayer and service.  

3. Promoter of life and dignity 

4. Builder of God’s family and community on earth. 

5. Innovator of ideas and actions. 

6. Agent of social transformation. 

7. Defender of the poor and the marginalized. 

8. Collaborator in the mission and ministry of the Church.   

9. Promoter of peace and justice. 

10. Protector and preserver of God’s creation. 

 

The Role and Function of PCIC: The PCIC is a Provincial Councillor designated by the 

Provincial. He is responsible for the animation, guidance and coordination of the social and 

innovative ministries in the Province. The forum is a consultative body and it makes concrete 

proposals. The decisions are taken by the Provincial and his Council.  

Call of General Chapter 2019: Proposed ministries for SAIM, immediate concerns of SAIM, nine 

suggested plans and its time frame were also discussed. He then spoke about Friends of Fransalians 

(FOF) and the suggested plans for this group. He shared how we need to work in collaboration 

with the Director, MDO, Rome. Global Media Center and its plans was the next topic covered. 

Fr. Stephen urged everyone especially those in the forum to support software for various ministries 

- Land Document, Archives, eDrive, School Management, Parish Management, Website 

Development and Maintenance, eVoting MSFS App, Status/eStatus. The plans of IT Training and 

Development Institute, Bible Diary marketing were explained. He ended the keynote address with 

different ministries to be studied and coordinated - health ministry, children’s home, care for the 

differently abled and  JPIC. 

The topics that Fr. Stephen implanted in us certainly triggered new impetus and a vision; a picture 

of the future that produces a passion to work. Fr. Lazarus then invited all the participants for 

discussion. The members expressed about the work they are doing and the problems they face in 

their places of work. Many proposals were also made for improvement in different areas. Fr. 

Lazarus responded when clarifications were needed.  

Fr. Provincial congratulated the fathers who completed their training and studies in media, printing 

and social work. Then he shared his views about the need to identify confreres with various skills; 

to keep more members apart for non-formal and formal technical education; to establish social 

work organization; to promote the cause of the Founder, youth ministry and start Fransalian 

Associates in our parishes and missions; to revive traditional innovative ministries, PMP and 

renewal of faith, awareness about MDO in the mission centers, establishment of a Media Centre in 

our Province. He then reminded the members to be vigilant on account of Covid-19 and 

encouraged them to get vaccinated. 
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Fr. Lalji Pattathil proposed the vote of thanks and the meeting came to an end. 

Fr. Lalji Pattathil Msfs 

 

REPORT OF FORMATION FORUM MEETING 

 

 

The Formation Forum Meeting was held on 31st July 2021. It began with a prayer by Fr. Anson 

Abraham. Thereafter Fr. Benedict D’Souza the PCIC of Formation extended a warm welcome to 

Fr. Philip Thomas, the resource person, to Fr. Saji George the GCIC of Formation, to Fr. 

Muthuswamy the Provincial of Nagpur Province and to the forum members. 

Fr. Philip spoke on the theme: “Effective Formation in Today’s Context”- The role of the Trinity in 

Formation: He said, that “God is a Holy Trinity in Unity, and all creation is made through the 

Trinity. It should be no surprise then that consecrated life is deeply Trinitarian. This was put 

succinctly by St. John Paul II: “The Consecrated Life, deeply rooted in the example and teaching 

of Christ the Lord, is a gift of God the Father to his Church through the Holy Spirit”. 

On the topic The Goal of Religious Life he said that life is not an accident. There is a purpose and 

meaning to every life especially consecrated life. So our duty as formators is to provide a good 

atmosphere for those undergoing formation. We need to understand the Generation Z culture, i.e. 

the Audio-Visual culture to help the students placed under our care. Gen. Z is the people born with 

the internet. They grew up during the rise of social media with access to smartphones and instant 

information. Gen. Z did not need to learn or adapt to technology; it is like an external organ. With 

newer ideas and digital innovations, Gen. Z requires updated knowledge, sympathy and 

understanding, because it can change the direction, speed and perception of proficiency.  

After the talk there was a short discussion. Brief reports were presented about Divya Jyoti Ashram, 

Latapara; Dhayanashram, Varanasi; Prakash Bhavan, Manarkad and Morning Star Seminary, 

Kolkata.  

Fr. Saji Thomas the GCIC of Formation appreciated everyone for showing keen interest in 

formation. He summarized the main thrust of the meeting, putting all the points together and in 

proper perspectives. Quoting from our Constitutions and the General Directory on matters of 

formation he appealed for co-operation of all so we could work for quality vocations.    

Fr. Muthuswamy, Provincial of Nagpur Province in his message emphasised on important aspects 

of formators. He also said that the formees need exposer for holistic development. Formation is a 

challenging job and calls for work 24/7. “Well began is half done” and we have begun well. He 

encouraged the members to move in the direction of personality development, skill development, 

soft skill development, etc. Finally he thanked everyone for their active participation in the 

meeting. The meeting ended with a short prayer. 

Fr. Sandeep Tirkey Msfs 
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INAUGURATION OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR: 2021-22 

 
After witnessing the agony of the ongoing pandemic and the second scourge of Covid-19, there is 

fear and anxiety about the possibility of a third wave. Amidst these uncertainties, we the staff of 

Divya Jyoti Ashram, Latapara, took the risk to enroll new candidates to the Minor Seminary 

from 25th June to 7th July 2021. This year our Minor Seminary is blessed to have 38 students and 5 

formators.  

We started the activities by giving the students some leisure time to get acclimatized to the place. 

After a few weeks we conducted an ice-breaking session led by Sr. Rejina and the A.C. sisters 

from Kutra. The first recollection of the new academic year was preached by Fr. Amit Tirkey and 

Fr. Sanjay Lakra who prepared the students spiritually. Finally the most awaited program, 

Inauguration and New Comers’ Day was celebrated with enthusiasm. The day began with Holy 

Eucharist presided over by Fr. Sandeep, the Rector and concelebrated by Fr. George Kurickal and 

Fr. Roshan Tigga. In the homily Fr. Sandeep said that priesthood is one of the greatest gifts we 

receive from God. We need to protect and nurture it. Priesthood is the means whereby the Lord 

acts through men to save souls. The cultural program made the evening colorful and delightful. 

Fathers and sisters from the neighbouring communities enjoyed themselves and appreciated the 

program. During the program the new academic year was inaugurated. The Rector concluded his 

message with the words; “I can do it; I will do it and nothing will stop me from doing it”.  

Fr. Sandeep Tirkey Msfs 
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INAUGURATION OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR: 2021-22 

 

The new academic year of Prakash Bhavan Minor Seminary was inaugurated with the Mass of 

the Holy Spirit, presided over by Fr. Anson, the Superior and Rector of the seminary, and 

concelebrated by all the staff members. The Inaugural Address was delivered by Fr. Daniel, the 

Dean of Studies, in which he highlighted the theme of the year, “Strive to Surpass”. 

The 18 brothers have been provisionally admitted to S.F.S. PU College, Bangalore. Their subjects 

are - English, Hindi, Economics, History, Political Science and Sociology. Mrs. Anita has been 

appointed to teach Economics, History and Political Science. Hindi will be taught by Fr. Daniel, 

English by Fr. Gijo and Sociology by Fr. Anson. We commenced classes on 15th July 2021. The 

academic program has been well organized keeping in mind the need for the students to get enough 

exam writing practice, before they write the final exams. Class tests are conducted every Monday. 

Recently the quarterly exams were held. 

We are glad that the Provincial Administration decided to start the Junior College in our own 

Minor Seminary at Manarkkad, Kerala. In the previous years, our brothers were sent to Goa and 

Nirudhawal for their P.U.C. No doubt, they were excelling in their studies and they were allowed 

to choose any stream for the Pre-University. They were also given an opportunity to learn music. 

All that was really good! The famous saying “Out of Sight is Out of Mind” made us realize that 

when we don’t see something, we don’t think about it. Perhaps our brothers lacked that personal 

touch during that period of their lives. We had failed to accompany them in the initial stages of 

their growth. Probably we lost many good vocations.   

Now that we have started the Junior College here itself, we also do not presume that everyone will 

move ahead to the future stages of formation. But we are sure and believe that our students will be 

personally accompanied by the formators. The formators will certainly motivate and guide them to 

discern their vocation. The students will also get an opportunity to learn about the multi-linguistic 

cultures of our Province.   

Fr. Daniel Bara Msfs 
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DIACONATE ORDINATION AT M.S.F.S. STUDY HOUSE, SHILLONG  

Taking all necessary precautions and following the protocol prescribed by the Government of 

Meghalaya on Covid-19, on 24th July 2021, at 6.00 am, in a simple yet solemn Eucharistic 

celebration, seven of our brothers, three of them belonging to Nagpur Province, namely Brothers 

Anoop K. Francis, Battula Kalyan, and Santosh Soreng were ordained to the order of Diaconate by 

the laying on of the hands, by His Grace Victor Lyngdoh, the Archbishop of Shillong, in the 

presence of Fr. Athanas Kerketta, the Rector of M.S.F.S. Study House, Fr. Sebastian Kuzhupil, the 

Administrator, Fr. Thomson Aerathedathu, Counsellor in charge of Formation, Dibrugarah 

Province. The theme of the mass was Called To Serve. Fr. Athnas extended a warm welcome to 

His Grace Archbishop Victor Lyngdoh and all who were gathered for the Eucharistic celebration. 

In his homily the Archbishop urged the deacons to be humble, to know the sheep and be at their 

service. Deacon Athico Isacc on behalf of the newly ordained deacons thanked the gathering for 

their presence and for all the help rendered to them. After the Eucharistic celebration, the deacons 

were felicitated in the refectory and all partook of a sumptuous breakfast. This is the 28th batch of 

M.S.F.S. Study House to be ordained deacons. This short but meaningful ceremony organised by 

the members during the pandemic will always remain in the hearts of all. 

Bro. Abin Baby Msfs 
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FIRST PROFESSION AT DHYANASHRAM, VARANASI  

 
 

On 15th July, 2021 during the Eucharistic celebration presided over by Rev. Fr. Benedict De Souza, 

the Novice Master, 3 novices of Pune Province and 14 novices of Nagpur Province, received the 

cassock. Due to the 

Corona pandemic, the 

pre-novices arrived 

from the 6th to 10th July 

from our different 

Minor Seminaries. All 

of them were in 

quarantine for a 

minimum of 7 days. On 

account of this peculiar 

Covid-19 situation, the 

Initiation Ceremony of 

the 18 new novices was 

held on the 10th July.  

 

16th July 2021was a 

great day of rejoicing 

for the 17 novices, who 

made their First 

Profession. Due to the 

Covid-19 lockdown the 

religious and clergy of the Diocese of Varanasi were informed but were not invited for the First 

Profession. The solemn ceremony began in the presence of the Fr. Benedict, the Provincial 

Delegate of the Pune and Nagpur Provincials. Rt. Rev. Eugene Joseph, the Bishop of Varanasi was 

the main celebrant for the liturgical celebration which began at 5.30 pm. Fr. Santhosh Kumar the 

assistant Novice Master gave the welcome speech and Fr. Benedict chanted the Gospel in Hindi. 

Bishop Eugene Joseph in his homily highlighted the theme of the Day: “Called to be Cured and 

to Cure”. He shared many references from the spirituality of St. Francis de Sales and the 

missionary spirit of Fr. Peter Mermier. He challenged all to live according to the call of Prophet 

Samuel, whose call was gradual, but was nurtured by his Guru Eli, who loved him and took him to 

his goal to be committed to the call. 

 

Rev. Fr. Benedict De Souza, the Provincials’ Delegate received the vows of the newly professed. 

After the blessing and handing over of the crosses, the newly professed were congratulated and 

received into the Fransalian Family. The formators of the Sisters of the Cross of Chavanod blessed 

the novices by their presence. The candidates and sisters of St. Ann’s of Providence added 

heavenly delight to the Eucharist with their melodious singing.   
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After communion, Bro. A. Arogya Swamy and Bro. Rinkal Barla shared words of gratitude. At the 

end of the Eucharist there was a photo session. Wonderful memories need to be cherished. Then all 

trooped down to the refectory for a short felicitation program followed by a fellowship meal.  

We thank the Lord for these new members of our Congregation and we wish them God’s blessings 

to persevere in their vocation and become wonderful instruments to build up His Kingdom. 

  

Bro. Tijo Tom and Bro. Sunil D’souza 

 

LIFE IN ROME 

The Administration, reading the signs of the times and in the wake of emerging challenges posed to 

families, a Licentiate in 

Family and Marriage 

was undertaken from 

the reputed Pontifical 

John Paul II Institute, 

under Lateran 

University, Rome, in its 

Indian session at 

CANA, Changanassery. 

Having acquired 

meritorious scholarship 

for Doctoral Research 

at the central session in 

Rome and having 

completed the first semester online classes from India, I landed in Rome on 10th February, 2021. 

The situation of Covid-19 in Rome compelled the university to offer online classes and at intervals 

lectures in presence, with limited access to libraries. Vaccination did much to ameliorate the 

situation and now Rome is flooded with pilgrims as the economy gathers momentum. Hopefully 

we will have a fully functional academic year in presence.  God has been gracious. I could 

complete a year and start research in Biblical Psychology.  

The MSFS community near the Vatican, Via Del Mascherina is where Fransalian students’ 

fraternity is attached to. We gather together for monthly recollections and birthday celebrations, 

under the leadership of Fr. Jose who is the Superior and General Bursar, along with Fr. Thomas 

who is the Mission Development Office Director of the Congregation. The General Audience of 

June 09, 2021 offered an eidetic memory as I met Pope Francis and got him to sign in the 

Formative Biography of St. Francis de Sales by Fr. Anthony Mookkenthottam. Learning Italian is 

increasingly onerous; as exploration of places, cherishing the cuisine, praying at the pilgrimage 

centres enhances the self. The task of completing the research within the scholarship period has to 

be surmounted. God willing - prayers and hard work has no second companion. 

Fr. Issac John Msfs 
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MY LIFE IN PORTUGAL 

I live in the presbytery of Christ the King Church, Algés and work in three churches. We are three 

priests serving thirty thousand Catholics. Each one takes care of one church and closely monitors 

the pastoral needs. Mass is celebrated on 

rotational basis. To coordinate our pastoral 

works, we meet every week for recollection 

and share and plan our pastoral activities. My 

main work is to prepare the couple and the 

godparents before baptizing the child. There is 

a preparatory course every first Sunday and 

catechism classes once a week for adults 

preparing for confirmation. These are done for 

the people of all the three parishes together. I 

also organize the catechism in Lord Jesus of 

the Afflicted Church, Cruz Quebrada. We also 

have weekly adoration on Thursdays in the 

Holy Trinity Church, and devotion to the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary, with the First Friday and the 

First Saturday adoration. We conduct the First 

Friday and First Saturday devotion in the 

Christ the King Parish Church. We sit for 

confessions during these special devotions 

though weekly confessions are on stipulated 

days. We also prepare couples for marriage by 

talks and guidance.  

On account of the pandemic catechism classes are online. Since we cannot prepare the children for 

the sacraments in groups, each priest personally prepares a group of 3 or 4 children in 3 or 4 

meetings. Many parents don’t want their children to mingle with others so we prepare then 

personally. Children receive First Communion on a weekday mass only with their family members 

present. This is very inconvenient, but the joy of the children when they receive the First 

Communion is heart-warming and encouraging. I also serve people from near and far for general 

confession and spiritual direction. 

I study in the Catholic University of Portugal. I have finished all the class requirements and 

seminars. The thesis project I submitted on St Francis de Sales was not approved as it lacked 

sufficient supporting material. I have changed the theme and I am now working on a new project; I 

request your prayers for the same. Before coming to the present parish I was close to Fatima. I used 

to go once a month for confession and prayer. Now I go only when I get a chance. I pray for all of 

you dear confreres at the feet of Our Lady of the Rosary at Fatima. God bless our Province and our 

Congregation.  

Fr. Rajesh Jayaseelan Msfs 
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RESULT OF BOARD EXAM 2020 -21 – NAGPUR PROVINCE 

I am delighted to inform you that all our schools have fared extremely well in the recently held 

board examinations. The outstanding performance of our students shows the dedication of the 

Heads of our institutions, religious staff and teachers. Heartiest Congratulations to all of you.  

 

RESULT OF BOARD EXAM  

S.No  Name of the School 

     
Pass 

Percentage 

Above 

60% 

Above 

80% 

Highest 

Percentage 10th / 

12th 
Appeared Passed 

1 
St. Francis de Sales 

School, Delhi 

12th 

(CBSE) 
169 169 100% 169 142 98.40% 

2 
St. Francis de Sales 

School, Jhajjar 

12th 

(CBSE) 
24 24 100% 5 19 97.20% 

3 
St. John’s High 

School, Nagpur 

10th 

(SSC) 
273 273 100% 146 127 98.80% 

4 
St. Francis de Sales 

School, Delhi 

10th 

(CBSE) 
241 241 100% 228 151 97.20% 

5 
St. Mary’s High 

School, Jalna 

10th 

(CBSE) 
193 193 100% 62 104 98.80% 

6 
Gyan Mata Vidya 

Vihar, Nanded 

10th 

(CBSE) 
193 193 100% 83 110 97.80% 

7 
St. Francis de Sales 

School, Jhajjar 

10th 

(CBSE) 
73 73 100% 27 45 97.60% 

8 
St. Francis de Sales 

School, Seraikela 

10th 

(ICSE) 
64 64 100% 38 26 93.40% 

9 
St. Mary’s English 

School, Kinwat 

10th 

(SSC) 
50 50 100% 26 23 97.40% 

10 
St. John’s Public 

School, Nagpur 

10th 

(CBSE) 
32 32 100% 29 5 94.20% 

11 
St. Francis de Sales 

School, Badnera 

10th 

(CBSE) 
32 32 100% 10 18 91.20% 
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12 
St. Francis de Sales 

School, Nimkheda 

10th 

(CBSE) 
26 26 100% 20 6 95.20% 

13 

St. Francis de Sales 

Sr. Sec. School, 

Neemuch 

10th 

(CBSE) 
23 23 100% 8 9 93.40% 

14 
St. John’s High 

School, Kandor 

10th 

(SSC) 
15 15 100% 0 15 70.00% 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

▪ Fr. Paul Varambinakam is temporally appointed in Bamra Community as an office 

administrator. 

▪ Fr. Vinayanand Katru is temporally appointed in Divya Jyoti Ashram Latapara 

Community as a staff. 

DIACONATE MINISTRY 

▪ Dn. Anoop K Francis is appointed in Panderpalli Community.  

▪ Dn. Battula Kalyan is appointed in Raidihi Community. 

▪ Dn. Santhosh Kumar Soreng is appointed in Bano Community.  

▪ Dn. Ruben Gilbert is appointed in Bhusawal Community.  

 

ANNUAL RETREAT- 2021 

 

From Monday, 2nd November to Saturday, 7th November 2021, Nagpur Province will 

have the annual online retreat. The annual retreat is an obligatory spiritual exercise for all the 

members of the province. The retreat will be animated by Fr. James Dabhi S.J. All the members 

are informed well in advance to keep themselves free for this sacred exercise. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

❖ To Fr. Sudhir Kujur Msfs for successfully completing his B.Ed. with 85.40%  

 

 

 

 

PRAY FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

❖ Fr. Sean Fleury Msfs, 91years, of English Province, who passed away on 06-08-2021 
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❖ Rev. Fr. Devasia Ayalukkunnel 70 years, of Visakhapatnam Province, who passed away on 

30-082021 

❖ Mr. Anthony ,70 years, uncle of Deacon Ruben, who passed away on 04-09-2021 

❖ Fr.Varghese Puthuparambil Msfs, 73years, of South West Province, who passed away on 

05-09-2021.  

 

I request all those who have not fulfilled the suffrages to do the same at the earliest. 

(Constitution No. 118; General Directory No. 98) 

 
 

SALESIAN THOUGHT 

 “Let us run to Mary, and as her little children, cast ourselves into 

her arms with a perfect confidence.”  

 

 

Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy MSFS 

Provincial Superior 


