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A New Beginning:  
 

Dear Confreres, Fraternal greetings 

to each one of you! I wish you all 

God’s   blessings and His steadfast 

guidance as you are at the threshold 

of a yet another academic year. I 

sincerely pray that God may bless 

you abundantly in all that you do in 

the place of your ministry.  Be 

assured of my prayers, support and 

constant encouragement. May He 

accompany you in all your 

endeavours. It is time to start afresh trusting in God. 
 

St. Paul in 2 Tim 4:7 says; “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith.” The focus of life should not be obsession with success and efficiency. In the rat race for 

success and efficiency, disappointments, depressions and frustrations creep into the ministry and 

are detrimental to consecrated life. It smothers our vision and values and becomes a catalyst for 

failure. We live in a world where living every moment is farcical and becoming successful and 

efficient by sheer will and brutal force is conventional. Phubbing has become the rule of life as 

well for religious communities, knowingly or unknowingly, consciously or unconsciously. What 

then should be the focus of life? St. Paul invites us to ponder over the reality of success and failure, 

disappointments and frustrations. Surprisingly he does not even mention that he won the race and 

does not attribute adjectives as to how he completed the race. It is in this context that he reiterates 

the value of 'Living Every Moment' as per the will of God; then success and efficiency will fall 

in place. The greatest missionary who lived on earth does not qualify his life on earth, but rather 

states that he is contended to have been enabled by God to have completed the race. He was not 

motivated by the negative forces of success and failure, disappointments and frustrations, but 

fulfilling God's will in the ministry he was entrusted with. In the words of St. Francis de Sales, 

'Living in the Presence of God'. Of course, success chased both of them to eternity! 

A world that judges every human effort by success and efficiency, as if we were created to be 

successful at all costs, forgets even to live and cherish the moment. Completing a race is not the 

criteria any longer but appertains to this unhealthy competition; that is, winning at all costs, 

whether they are priests, religious, students or people of God. In this quixotic race for success and 

fame, prestige and power, position and popularity, we lose out the joy which St. Paul talks about 

- I have completed the race; not that I have won the race. Failures and disappointments are soul-
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searching aspects of human growth, oriented towards helping us focus on completing the race. 

Human life is a perfect combination of successes and failures, ups and downs, disappointments 

and frustrations, yet beautiful as ever. The earthly ministry of the Lord was filled with high voltage 

emotional variations - He was angry (Mt 7:17); accused (Mt 12:22-32); exasperated (Lk 7:31-35); 

etc. Many accepted His teachings, but the Jews rejected Him. One wonders as to what are the 

criteria of Jesus in judging our ministry - is it success, efficiency, fame, earnings? 

Our patron St. Francis de Sales had his own failure stories seldom talked about. First and foremost, 

the Florimont Academy which he started in 1606 was intended to serve as a model to the French 

Academy, but it declined after a few years. Similarly, as per the dictates of the Council of Trent, 

Francis wanted to found a Seminary. Sadly, it came into existence only after his death in April 

1663. The Holy House of Thonon established on September 1599 faced financial and 

administrative problems. Lack of resources and support later on, led to it being closed down. His 

failure and success stories had a different name; it was ‘Humility-Humility-Humility’. He 

learned to live in the presence of God every moment of his life, therefore everything was God's 

pruning for him. His optimism to conquer Geneva through charity shows the sentiments of St. 

Paul. The beauty of our earthly life lies in enjoying every moment in the way God wants us to. 

When we do so, successes, failures, disappointments and frustrations will have a holy place in our 

hearts and ministry. 
 

As we begin the new academic year, with new tasks in new places, with its possibilities, 

uncertainties and prejudices, we need to look up to St. Paul and St. Francis de Sales for inspiration. 

New assignments demand better teamwork, delegation of responsibilities and a democratic style 

of functioning, after the heart of St. Francis de Sales. In 1597 Francis invited two Capuchins, a 

Jesuit and a pastor to collaborate with him in the mission at Chablais. Living the moment and 

doing everything as per the will of God needs to be our focus. If God so wills He will make us 

successful and efficient, merited through the hard work of human beings. Let us not be focused 

on success and failure, which would make us disappointed and frustrated in life. Let us not be 

guided by money and monetary concerns, but by a priestly spirit and consecrated living. Let us 

acknowledge and highlight the positive aspects of our ministry, and not resent the unhealthily or 

be aggressively annoyed about any negative happenings in our ministry. A chirpy religious is but 

a product of these convictions. We need to rise up from the imbroglio life created during the last 

academic year in our old assignments, embark upon the waves of change and ‘live the moment’ 

experience of our patron with a new ease of life. 
 

Year of the Local Community: 
 

We are observing the year 2018 as the year of the local community with the theme - Revitalizing 

my local community: space for communion and mission. The basic unit of our Fransalian 

family is the local community. The local MSFS Community is a miniature MSFS Congregation 

in action, in a concrete life situation. Religious life is basically a call to live in community. Our 

MSFS identity must flow from our community through the various ministries that the community 

undertakes and the Salesian spirituality that we follow. A lot has been spoken, written, discussed 

and shared about the importance of community and I really do not have anything special to share 

with you. Community members must constantly keep the community safe and intact. Whenever 

we speak of community life, the major cause of concern is the human-relational dimension. It is 
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true that there is a strong yearning for companionship, acceptance, respect, harmony and working 

together among the members of the community and it is a powerful antidote against problems like 

loneliness, isolation, individualism and indifference. It is true that there are no perfect 

communities, yet that should not come in the way of working towards a Spirit-filled and Eucharist-

centered community based on love, mutual understanding and brotherly concern. 
 

Our Constitutions, General Directory and 

Province Statutes offer plenty of inspiring 

ideas which can motivate us to build up a 

good community. Our Constitutions 

(chapter 4), General Directory (chapter 4) 

and Statutes of Nagpur Province (chapter 

1), deal with the life and mission of 

community in detail. These can be used 

for our monthly recollections and joint 

study and reflection, so that we become familiar with the expectations of the Congregation and 

the Province.  

Conveners of the Apostolic Communities are requested to observe 24/10/2018, the Foundation 

Day of the Congregation as Local Community Day and have a common celebration for your 

Apostolic Community, along with the Fransalian Associates. 
 

Election of Delegates for General Chapter – 2019: 
 

Our Superior General through his circular SG – AB – 18 – 61, dated 24/05/2018, has directed the 

Provincial Administration to initiate the process to conduct elections to finalize delegates, for the 

forthcoming 20th General Chapter, to be held from 1st to 13th February 2019, at the MSFS 

Provincialate, Guwahati, Assam. Nagpur Province is entitled to send three delegates, besides the 

Provincial, who is an ex-officio member. So, we need to elect three delegates to represent our 

Province. A committee consisting of Fr. George Kurickal, Fr. Patras Tirkey and Fr. Gijo Francis 

will oversee this important task of selecting the delegates. All perpetually professed members are 

eligible to vote and to be voted for. The ballot papers will be sent to you all latest by 15th June 

2018. Please send back the ballot papers duly filled, to the Provincial’s Office, latest by 5th July 

2018. In God’s name I urge you to undertake this sacred task with utmost seriousness and select 

worthy delegates to represent our Province for the General Chapter 2019. 
 

Preparation for the 20th General Chapter- Working Paper 3: 
 

Conveners of the Apostolic Communities are hereby reminded to convoke a meeting to discuss 

the third working paper and send the collated report before 30th June 2018 to the Provincial 

Secretary. Apart from the working paper, the Provincial Secretary has already mailed a few more 

suggestions and views given by various Provincials and confreres for your deeper study and 

discussion. Please send this report to the Provincial Secretary along with the report of the study 

paper 3. 
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The Light Has Gone Out of Our Lives: 

Archbishop Abraham passed away on 19th April 2018, very early 

in the morning at the CBCI Centre, New Delhi. He was laid to 

rest in the presence of two Cardinals, over forty Bishops, three 

hundred priests, many religious and thousands of faithful and 

people from different walks of life, on Monday, 23rd April 2018, 

in St. Francis de Sales Cathedral. Much has been written about 

the Archbishop in the form of condolence messages, the legacy 

of his episcopate and his numerous contributions to the growth 

of the Kingdom of God and society. Nagpur Archdiocese being 

the mother Archdiocese, especially for us the Fransalians of 

Nagpur Province, it was a heart-wrenching moment! He left 

behind a legendary life of unparalleled achievements and 

contributions. I would like to honour him for his pastoral spirit 

which was after the heart of the patron of the diocese, St. Francis de Sales. The most striking 

feature of his pastoral spirit was his capacity to build human relationships and retain them for 

essential well-being of the church and society. He was able to relate with all, regardless of their 

prestige, position and power in society. The thousands of people of God who flocked to take part 

in his last rites, the consecrated men and women who revered his pastoral leadership, the civil 

servants who offered him tribute, justify my claim. The second formidable aspect of his pastoral 

spirit was his simplicity and availability. Thus he emulated the example of St. Francis de Sales 

who made himself available to all the people at any moment and at all times. His simplicity in 

interaction, his acumen in the day-to-day affairs of the diocese, his cheerful enthusiasm in moving 

the hearts of many while propelling them to action, defied time and space. Archbishop Abraham 

followed his patron St. Francis de Sales who travelled a lot; he was blessed to have lived a 

peripatetic lifestyle, as frequently as the social, pastoral and diplomatic life demanded. His 

greatness is defined by the 'sacrament of presence'. Another path-breaking feature of his pastoral 

spirit was his visionary undertakings in the development of the diocese. The presence of over 

fifty-two religious congregations and the increasing number of diocesan clergy, after the baton 

was passed on to him in 1998, exemplifies the generosity of his spirit for infrastructural 

development and evangelization. As he has entered into the history of our lives, let us imbibe his 

example of pastoral spirit so that God may be glorified in and through us. 
 

Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy appointed as Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province: 
 

Our Superior General has appointed Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappa Reddy, MSFS as 

the Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province for a second term. I offer him my 

Heartiest Felicitations on behalf of the Nagpur Province. I also assure him of 

our prayerful support in his ministry of leadership and animation of the 

Province for the next three years. May God continue to guide, inspire and 

accompany him as he takes upon himself the challenging task of guiding the 

destiny of the province for the coming three years. 
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Silver Jubilee of Fr. Mathew Kodamullil: 
 

Fr. Mathew is a simple, affectionate and 

congenial person who hails from God's 

own country, Kerala. He was appointed at 

Sacred Heart Church, Bhusawal in June 

2017. He is ever ready to live anywhere 

with God's people. The parishioners of 

Bhusawal consider themselves fortunate 

to have Fr. Mathew amidst them as their 

spiritual guide and leader. 
 

It is said, "All are called but only a few are 

chosen". Yes, Fr. Mathew was chosen to work in God's vineyard and he sincerely responded to 

this call in faith. His faith and sincerity has blossomed into 25 fruitful and glorious years. 8th April 

2018, is a memorable day, as Fr. Mathew celebrated the Eucharist along with the Provincial, Fr. 

John Britto Muthuswamy, thanking Jesus for all the graces he had received during these years. To 

join him were many priests and religious who came from near and far. The Eucharistic celebration 

and an inspiring homily, led all Christ's followers to come closer to him. 

After the Eucharistic celebration, the parishioners had a felicitation program and a family meal, 

as a token of love and appreciation for all the good work done by Fr. Mathew. It was captivating 

to see the small community come together to celebrate and share the delicious meal prepared for 

this joyous occasion.  

Once in a while there comes someone very special like you, who not only faithfully serves the 

church and its members, but who makes of their own life a living testimony of Christ’s love. 

Thank you Fr. Mathew for the many years of devoted and caring ministry. We wish you a life of 

good health and many more years of ministry.                  Fr. Joe Denis MSFS 
 

A Day to Rejoice and Be Glad:   

 

On 30th May 2018 seven 

novices, two of Pune 

Province and five of Nagpur 

Province were initiated into 

the Novitiate at a simple but 

solemn ceremony by the 

novice master, Fr. Benedict 

D’Souza, in the presence of 

Fr. Barnabas Xalxo and Fr. 

Albert Xess of Rourkela 

Diocese, an uncle of one of our novices. A prayer service was held in the chapel and certain 

relevant articles from the MSFS Constitutions were read.31st May was indeed the day to rejoice 

as sixteen novices made their First Profession. At 6.30 am a big gathering consisting of the 

religious and clergy of the Diocese of Varanasi assembled in the chapel. The main celebrant of 

the Eucharistic celebration was Rt. Rev. Eugene Joseph, the Bishop of Varanasi. The main 
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concelebrants were Rev. Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy, Provincial of Nagpur Province and Rev. 

Fr. Jayaseelan Selvaraj, Provincial of Pune Province. More than thirty priests also concelebrated 

at the Eucharist. Fr. Daniel Bara MSFS gave the welcome speech and Fr. Benedict D’Souza, 

MSFS chanted the Gospel in Hindi. Bishop Eugene in his homily shared inspiring points on the 

theme, ‘Love of God’. He also explained elaborately about the attitudes one needs to inculcate to 

begin the vowed life. 
 

The novices then committed themselves to the Lord by making their First Profession before Rev. 

Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy. After the blessing and presenting of the crosses the newly professed 

were warmly and joyfully congratulated by the MSFS priests. After communion Bro. Y. Stephen 

Raj shared words of gratitude. After the Holy Banquet there was a photo session. Then all trooped 

to the refectory for a short felicitation programme and a sumptuous banquet. With a deep spirit of 

joy, we are grateful to the Lord for His blessings and the grace given to us to be a part of the 

religious life of the MSFS Congregation.                                                    Bro. J. Albert Charles 
 

Visit of Fr. Thomas Chozhithara: 
 

It was an auspicious and historical visit to the 

Delegation of Mozambique by Fr. Thomas 

Chozhithara Varghese MSFS, the Director of 

MDO (Mission Development Office) in Rome, 

from 2nd to 6th April 2018. It was a short visit to 

gather first-hand   information by being in the 

field. He took personal effort to make sure that 

he visited and got in personal contact with the 

confreres and their mission. In the name of the 

delegation, we express our appreciation for his 

availability and love for the Mozambique 

Mission and for the sacrifices he made to come 

to Mozambique and personally visit all our 

mission stations. He was accompanied by Fr. 

Petrus Kullu, the Delegation Superior and Fr. Sebastian. We thank him for his words of 

appreciation and encouragement. We wish him all the best for his new assignment, ministry and 

endeavors as the Director of MDO of the MSFS.                                   Fr. Ranjit Tirkey MSFS 
 

Well Begun is Half Done: Opening Day - Fransalian School of Excellence: 
 

The Fransalian School of Excellence, 

Aurangabad, celebrated its opening day on 

2nd April 2018. It was a great day for 

Nagpur Province and the Congregation, as 

we ventured into formal education in the 

historical city of Aurangabad. The day 

was marked by colours as the building and 

the classrooms were well decorated to 

receive the new comers. Hundred and 

seventy students were present on the first 

day of the school. Parents who came to the 

school were very happy to see the beautiful new born school. The entire staff gathered together at 
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the front gate to receive the first batch of students. Teachers in uniform receiving the students at 

the gate made a huge impact on the parents and the people who came to reach the students. 
 

The opening day was celebrated by a prayer service and blessing of the classrooms. Rev. Fr. 

Marcus Ruptake, the chief guest and Rev. Fr. Shijumon, the guest of honour for the programme, 

led us in prayer.  The prayer service was enlivened by the melodious singing of hymns by the 

school choir. It was a great spiritual moment for the school as we placed all the stakeholders of 

the school into the hands of the Almighty. Fr. Marcus in his address reminded the teachers that 

they are entrusted with a great responsibility of bringing up this institution and taking it to great 

heights. Fr. Shijumon said that they were fortunate to be part of the first batch of the school and 

needed to excel in every field. All the fathers from Aurangabad Apostolic Community were 

present and extended their prayers and best wishes for the growth of the school. 
 

This day has indeed gone down in history. We have begun well, now it is our responsibility to 

keep the momentum and take the institution to a new horizon. We gratefully remembered and 

prayed for all the fathers and brothers who worked in Aurangabad and kept up the mission and 

vision of the Congregation. We thank the Provincial Administration for their guidance and 

support. We also thank all the previous Provincials who supported the mission in Aurangabad. 

Thank you dear confreres for your prayers and good wishes.           Fr. Saiju Vettukallel MSFS   

        

St. Francis De Sales Pre-Primary School, Panderpalli: 
 

English is a global language used in all the 

spheres of life; in higher education, 

business, trade, science, etc. It is a 

language of the progressive world. Now 

even common people believe that learning 

English will create better opportunities. 

Thus, there was a demand from people that 

the parish should start an English medium 

school at Panderpalli. Responding to the 

demand requests were made to the 

concerned persons; but we still required 

proper direction and support. It was Fr. 

Jacob who motivated the community to launch into this ministry of education.  SFS Pre-Primary 

School was started with 5 students on 3rd April 2018. At present we have 18 admissions and we 

hope it will grow in the coming days.  We thank the Provincial and our Delhi and Saraikella 

School communities for their support. SFS Pre-Primary School is only a step towards progress, a 

journey towards a globalized world. It will feed our dream project at Bamra. May our little effort 

help the people of our parish.                                                         Fr. Christopher Lakra, MSFS 
 

St. Peter Claver Parish, Domue: 
 

St. Peter Claver Church is 285 kms. from the capital of the Province of Tete, Mozambique. The 

parish has 114 communities divided into 22 zones in the Diocese of Tete and is suffragan to the 

Archdiocese of Beira. For 32 years, there was no resident priest in Domue but a priest from a 

parish 20 kms away gave pastoral care whenever necessary. The parish was given to the MSFS in 

October 2017. As the presbytery was under renovation, we stayed with the Jesuits who are residing 

20 kms away. On 15th January 2018, we moved to the new presbytery, though still being 

renovated. There is plenty of work at hand. We move from one zone to the other practically every 
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day, to celebrate the Eucharist at each zone at least once a month. We also administer baptism and 

hear confessions. There are 1,627 candidates who are prepared for the sacrament of confirmation. 

After mass training to the catechists, animators and acolytes is given; meetings of the Legion of 

Mary and Caritas are held; catechism classes and choir practice are held. We hope to complete 

the Easter blessing of houses by September 2018. 
 

Domue has an eco-friendly environment. 

In the absence of industries, Fr. Ranjith 

and I have the joy of breathing unpolluted 

air, drinking clean water and eating 

organic food cooked on firewood. We 

travel on untarred roads to our 

communities who are poor and 

educationally backward, as parents make 

use of their children to rear cattle and to 

grow whatever they can get from the 

fields. We are struggling to learn the local 

dialect as Portuguese is used only for official work. The people’s faith is strong, however their 

knowledge of the sacraments and the Church has to grow and it’s a challenge. Education is the 

need of the hour. There is only one secondary school in the area which caters to only a few. Domue 

has no pre-primary school to give basic education to the children. We have made a small start in 

the faith formation of our parishioners. We solicit your prayers for us and our loving people.  

                                   Fr. Aajo Therully MSFS 
 

Delhi Archdiocese SCC Annual Day - Samaroh: 
 

A team of more than 30 members of SFS 

Church, Janakpuri, headed by the parish 

priest participated in the SCC annual day 

- Samaroh. Our parish had been given two 

major responsibilities in this program. 1) 

Preparation of a banner depicting the SCC 

for the banner competition. 2) 

Presentation of a cultural program by the 

SCC youth. The group actively 

participated in the program presided over 

by the Archbishop Anil Couto. It was organized by Fr. Susai Sebastian (VG) and Fr. Balraj, 

Diocesan Coordinator of SCC.  
 

The program was inaugurated by lighting of the lamp by Archbishop Anil Couto, Fr. Susai 

Sebastian and Fr. Balraj. The Seven Steps of SCC prayer meetings and the challenges faced during 

the facilitation of these activities were discussed. The facilitator highlighted the role of an 

animator to facilitate the prayer and activities of SCC. Some of the SCC presented their annual 

report which highlighted the many activities they are undertaking and the challenges faced during 

prayer meetings. Archbishop Anil Couto emphasized that apart from the Word of God and prayer 

and reflection, we need to discuss some local issues such as - 1) Scholarships for minority 

students; 2) Preparation of students for civil service exams; 3) How to build unity among the 

community; 4) Ways to care for the old and aged of the community; 5) Any other local need or 

issue. The purpose of SCC prayer meetings and the Word of God was read.  
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Two cultural programs were presented by the groups. The program presented by our group was 

appreciated by all. The banner competition was the major attraction; banners were presented on 

the wall in the hall. Our banner won the third prize. We were very thrilled as it was a great 

achievement for us at the archdiocese level. Our team was awarded a trophy by the Archbishop. 

Fr. Balraj gave the vote of thanks. He appreciated all for their wonderful work at the parish level 

which is helpful in uniting the Christian community. The program concluded with mass offered 

by Archbishop Anil, followed by lunch for all.                                  Fr. Lajarus Soreng, MSFS 
 

Inauguration and Blessing of St. Joseph’s Convent, Badnera: 

12th April 2018 is a historic day in the 

annals of Badnera Mission as the MSFS 

Fathers and Sisters of St. Joseph of 

Chambery came together for Christ’s 

Mission at Badnera.  Rt. Rev. Elias 

Gonsalves, Bishop of Amravati, blessed 

the renovated convent building and 

officiated at the thanksgiving Eucharistic 

celebration in the presence of Fr. John 

Britto Muthuswamy, Provincial of Nagpur 

Province, Sr. Philomena Pichappilly, Provincial of Sisters of St. Joseph Chambery, Nagpur 

Province, MSFS Fathers, priests and religious sisters, parishioners and well-wishers. Sr. 

Philomena, Sr. Joseph Mary, Sr. Kanti Kujur and Sr. Ritika Michael jointly cut the ribbon and 

inaugurated the building.  Sr. Philo thanked Bishop Elias, Fr. Muthuswamy, fathers, sisters and 

the community members for their role in making the convent building a reality.    

                                                                                                          Fr. Rijo Francis MSFS 

Chota Nagpur Fransalian Youth Convention 2018: 
 

The Chota Nagpur Fransalian Youth 

Convention is one of the most awaited 

events of the MSFS parishes in Odisha 

- Ambapani, Raidhi, Panderpalli, 

Darkona, Pabura, Sini, Tinpahar and 

Kandor.  This year the participants 

were from three parishes. The event 

was held at Panderpali Parish from 26th 

to 28th April 2018.  The objective of 

the convention is to imbibe the spirit of 

St. Francis de Sales and make a 

difference in the world of today by 

offering youthful energies and talents to building a civilization of Christin love, vision and values 

of the reign of God. 

 

Hundred and fifteen youth registered for the program. After the inaugural ceremony the MSFS 

Fathers gave their messages which encouraged the youth to grow in the virtues of St. Francis de 

Sales and to grow in life as well. The key-note address was given by Fr. Sandeep Tirkey MSFS, 

on the theme “Learn from me for I am gentle and humble in heart”. He said that uncertainty is a 

sign of humility and humility is the willingness to learn. There were three resource persons. Fr. 

Lalit Tigga MSFS, spoke on ‘Who is a Fransalian Youth?’  He said that the true Fransalian youth 
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is one who is obedient to one’s parents and elders. Dr. Sunil Jojo spoke on the topic ‘Current 

Social Issues’. He appealed to the youth to be reformers of the society in which they live. Fr. 

Retesh IMS spoke on ‘Bible and Youth’. He said that all leaders in the Bible were called by God. 

He inspired them to be good and vibrant leaders. The much-awaited cultural evening brought out 

the talents and dynamism in the youth. The convention ended with a thanksgiving Mass followed 

by evaluation and prize distribution. All really had a good time and learnt something for life. 

                                                              Fr. Sandeep Tirkey MSFS 

Ordination of Deacon Anil Pandit: 
 

Deacon Anil Pandit MSFS was ordained 

to the priesthood by Rt. Rev. Lourdes 

Daniel, Bishop of Nasik Diocese, on 2nd 

May 2018, at St. Joseph’s Church, 

Kendal. The ordination of Deacon Anil 

was a milestone as it was the first 

ordination in the 140 year history of 

Kendal Mission. Bishop Daniel in his 

homily pointed out the status and 

responsibilities of a priest in the church. 

He said that a priest is the one chosen by 

God from among the people to serve them and lead them to Christ. He also highlighted the 

significance and challenges of the priestly ministry in the present world. Rev. Fr. John Britto 

Muthuswamy MSFS, the Provincial, addressed the gathering and congratulated Fr. Anil Pandit on 

behalf of the Congregation. The ordination was attended by 49 priests, 25 sisters, and the church 

ground was filled to capacity. Many MSFS confreres joined the celebration along with priests of 

Nasik and Aurangabad Dioceses. We wish our brother priest, Fr. Anil Pandit God’s abundant 

blessings in the vineyard of the Lord.                                  Fr. Ignathi Kshirsagar MSFS 
 

Renewal of Vows: 
 

“Religious orders are not formed for the 

purpose of gathering together perfect 

people but those who have the courage to 

aim at perfection” (SFS) 
 

29th April 2018 was a great day for the 

Mozambique Delegation, as it witnessed a 

triple celebration: renewal of vows, 

reception of the Minor Order of Lector, 

and reception of the Minor Order of 

Acolyte. The memorable celebrations 

commenced at Lar-Mermier with the 

Eucharistic celebration at 5.00 pm, presided over by Fr. Petrus Kullu, the Delegation Superior and 

concelebrated by our confreres from the neighboring communities. Bros. Amit Baa and Anish 

Praveen were admitted to the ministry of Lector and Bros. Linus Joseph, Moisés Goma and S. 

Poomagan were admitted to the ministry of Acolyte. The triple celebration ended with a short 

felicitation program. It was indeed a joyful occasion for the Delegation, as our five brothers 
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reached a step closer to the altar of the Lord. We thank our Provincial, Delegation Superior, Rector 

and all our confreres for their prayerful support.                             Bro. Vishal Barse MSFS 
 

Fransalian Educational Forum Regional Conference: 
 

A conference of the Fransalian Educational 

Forum Regional was held from 4th – 7th May 

2018, at Alankrita, Hyderabad. The eminent 

dignitaries present were: Fr. George 

Parambukattil MSFS, Fr. Chinnappa Reddy 

MSFS, Fr. Benny Kottanal MSFS, Prof. B. 

L. Handoo, an Educational Innovator, Fr. M. 

A. Joseph Manipadam SDB (CBCI core 

team member), Mr. Ritesh Mittal (Chartered 

Accountant). Hats off to the confreres of 

Vizag Province, especially to Fr. Sandeep Reddy MSFS (Provincial Councillor) and Fr. J. L. Ravi 

Kumar MSFS (Secretary) for their meticulous planning and execution. The conference was 

attended by over 80 confreres from the six provinces of India and one from East Africa. It was a 

meeting point for religious and secular people. On the first day, the keynote address was delivered 

by Fr. Benny Kottanal. On the second day, Dr. B. L. Handoo made us to believe that the central 

component of the strategy to promote growth and development in the institution is the Principal. 

Dr. Handoo insisted that a leader should be a lifelong learner and a teacher by vocation. His tips 

for being an effective teacher were perfect. He insisted on being human. The next day Fr. Joseph 

Manipadam shared his knowledge on CBCI Educational Policy and National Educational Policy.  

 

Mr. Ritesh (IT Department) threw light on the application of GST in our educational institutions. 

Fr. George Parambukattil elaborated the Fransalian Educational Policies and Guidelines. 

Hyderabad City Dharshan was on 7th May. I express my sincere appreciation to all the confreres 

of Nagpur Province for their active participation in the conference. Reflecting on the point of 

education in present India, I end with a quote of Winston Churchill; “This is not the end. It is not 

even the beginning of the end. But it is perhaps the end of the beginning.” 

                                                                                                      Fr. Anthony Amaladoss MSFS  

Pre-Novitiate Orientation Programme: 

 

The pre-novitiate orientation programme 

of Pune and Nagpur Provinces for the year 

2018-19 was held at the MSFS 

Provincialate, Nagpur, from 30th April to 

14th May 2018. The objective of the 

programme was to get to know each other, 

prepare for the novitiate and deepen one’s 

desire for novitiate life. Seven pre-novices 

participated in the programme - two of Pune Province and five of Nagpur Province. 

The opening session began with the lighting of the lamp, reading of a Gospel passage (Mt. 5/13-

16), followed by a short reflection; then the reading from the MSFS Constitutions about the 
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purpose of novitiate life and a hymn to the Holy Spirit. Fr. Lalit Tigga together with the pre-

novices welcomed the resource persons and other confreres with a welcome song and a bouquet 

of flowers. 

The topics for the pre-novitiate programme were: 1) English Grammar; 2) Religious Life and 

Priesthood; 3) Hindi Grammar; 4) MSFS Charism, Missionary Zeal and Enthusiasm; 5) Psycho-

Sexual Integration; 6) Image Building and 7) Personality Development. The resource persons 

were Fr. P.M. Joseph, Fr. Isaac, Fr. William Anthony, Fr. Peter Paul, Fr. Austin (Pune Province) 

and Mrs Rebecca Mudhalayar. During the programme, the participants organized the morning and 

evening prayers along with the daily liturgy. In the evening they shared in the manual work like 

cleaning of the house and gardening. They also enjoyed playing basketball on St. John’s ground. 

The pre-novices had an opportunity to go for Nagpur Darshan. The day began with a visit to 

Seminary Hills.  Here they paid floral tributes to our departed confreres and recited the prayer for 

the departed. Then they were taken to Kamptee where Fr. Joe Quadros, the parish priest, explained 

to them the missionary work done by the pioneering MSFS Missionaries. After the Eucharist was 

celebrated they returned with a deep sense of joy and pride to know of the legacy of the MSFS in 

the diocese of Nagpur.   

The farewell program for the pre-novices was attended by our confreres from St. John’s, Mermier 

Sadan, the Provincialate and the Holy Cross sisters. It was a cultural extravaganza of a drama, 

songs and dance. The pre-novices left the next day for Varanasi to join the Novitiate. They all 

were satisfied with the program and their decision to join the MSFS and walk in the footsteps of 

Jesus. We wish and pray that God may strengthen their vocation and continue to guide them. 

                                                            Fr. Lalit Tigga MSFS 
 

Empowerment Seminar for those working in the Mission/Parish: 
 

As suggested in the last Mission Forum Meeting, a two-day seminar is arranged for those working 

in the Missions and Parishes in our Province.It will be held 17th and 18th July 2018 from 9 am to 

8 pm.  The venue is Divya Jyoti Ashram, Latapara, Odisha. Fr. Bartholomi Bilung and Fr. John 

Kerketta of Sambalpur Diocese will be the resource persons. The topics are: 1) Proactive Pastoral 

Leadership; 2) Empowering our people through Social Action. It is to be noted that all those who 

are working in the missions and the parishes must attend. 
  
Our Sincere Appreciations/Thanks/Congratulations To: 
 

Dn. Anil Pandit who was ordained a priest on 2nd May 2018 at Kendal, Maharashtra. We wish 

him all the best in his future ministry. 
 

Let us Pray for: 
 

Bro. Ambrose Minj's uncle, Mr. Paldush Minj, 79 years, who passed away on 4th April 2018. 

Fr. Jijo Thomas' grandmother, Mrs. Chinnamma Arukulasseril, 90 years, who passed away on 

6th April 2018. 

Bro. Jacob Vattachira MSFS, 84 years, of Vizag Province, who passed away on 9th April 2018. 

Bro. Samir Minj’ mother, Mrs. Egnecia Minj, who passed away on 16th April 2018. 

Fr. Vineesh Thomas’ uncle, Mr. Joseph, who passed away on 23rd April 2018. 

Fr. Marcus Ruptake’s niece, Miss Namrata Pandit, 20 years, who passed away on 20th May 

2018.   
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Provincial’s Itinerary:  
 

June   

3         Jalna - First death anniversary of Bro. 

Chalakal 

5-6      Khamgaon- Decennial death 

anniversary of Fr. P. V. Joseph 

10       Kullarayanpalyam - Silver jubilee of 

the Church 

13-14  Bangalore – PIF meeting 

21       Panderpali 

22       Latapara 

23       Raidihi 

24       Ambapani 

25       Pabura 

26       Bamra 

27       Nagpur 
 

July 
2         Nimkheda 

3         St. John’s, Nagpur 

4         Mermier Sadan 

13       Seraikella 

 

 
 
 

 

14       Sini 

17-18  Panderpali - Mission Forum  Seminar 

19-20  Nagpur - PCM 

21-22  Nagpur - Local Superiors’ Seminar 
 

August 
1          Nagpur – SPA 2018 

6-7       Nagpur - Meeting with General 

Bursar 

17        Amravati  

18        Badnera 

19        Jalna 

20        FTI  

21        Cidco 

23        Nanded 

24        Kinwat 
27-31   Nagpur - On Going Formation 

Seminar  
 

   September  
11-13   Hyderabad - Meeting with Superior 

General 

24-25   Nagpur - Superior General’s visit to 

Nagpur 

 
 

Salesian Thought: 

“God takes pleasure to see you take your little steps; and like a good father who holds his child 

by the hand, He will accommodate His steps to yours and will be content to go no faster than you. 

Why do you worry?”  

 

Fraternally yours in Christ 

Fr. J.B. Muthuswamy MSFS 

Provincial Superior 

 


