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From Ash Wednesday, the start of the Lenten 

season, we began our journey of purifying 

ourselves through conversion of heart and our 

attitude of love towards God and others. Lent 

invites us to focus on a change of life and the 

numerous mortifying activities that we observe 

during lent are a manifestation of our interior 

growth and strong desire to seek God’s mercy 

and forgiveness. The Lenten season helps us to 

recall the forty days that our Lord Himself 

spent in the wilderness and how He was 

tempted by the devil before His public 

ministry, which culminated in sacrificing His 

life for us on Mount Calvary. Lent provides us 

an opportunity to deepen our spiritual life by undertaking regular acts of discipline which conclude with the 

celebration of the passion, death and resurrection of our Lord. 

 

It is a time to be in touch with ourselves and strive to overcome our sinful tendencies. It gives us an opportunity 

to understand our way of life as Christians and the mysteries of the passion, death and resurrection which are 

the basis of our Christian faith. It is a time to begin anew; a time for self-examination and to work for self-

transformation. It is a period of fasting, moderation and self-denial. We imitate Jesus’ forty days of fast in the 

wilderness and strive to give up our sinful practices and prepare ourselves to celebrate Easter in a more 

meaningful manner. It is a time to understand deeper the meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It is a time to 

wean ourselves away from sin and selfishness through self-denial and prayer, and thus create a strong desire to 

do God’s will. It is a time to gain mastery over ourselves, purify our heart and renew ourselves. It is the time to 

give up all that prevents us from truly becoming children of God and growing more deeply in God’s grace. It is 

a time to focus on God’s ways, to understand the meaning of the cross and Jesus’ victory over sin and death. It 

is a time to observe a spiritual discipline that will help us to grow in God’s grace and deepen our faith.  

 

During lent let us spend more time listening carefully to God by reading His Word and allowing ourselves to be 

transformed by the power of His Word. Lent reminds us of our commitment to God and our desire to make Him 

first in our life. Lent is the time to clear all unwanted desires of our lives and constantly remind ourselves that 

we are dust and to dust we shall return. It is a penitential season, a favourable time to remedy the dissonant 

chords of our Christian life. We need to look into ourselves to identify anything that dampens our spirit of 

commitment; that causes inner conflicts which come from broken relationships. Deep communion with God 

will make our lives more meaningful. Practice of penance will allow the grace of God to flow through us and it 

will remove all the negative elements present in our lives and enable us to adopt a pattern of living that will fill 

us with love, peace and joy, and enable us to share them with others.  
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The Year of the Local Community 

 

Our Superior General through his circular SG-AB-20, dated 19/12/ 2017 declared 2018 as ‘The Year of the 

Local Community’ and has requested every confrere in the community and the local superior to work on the 

following objectives: my role in revitalizing the local community, various dimensions of community as ‘space’, 

building communion in community, and community for mission and apostolates. The theme of the year is: 

Revitalising my Local Community - Space for Communion and Mission. The Bible reiterates the truth about 

community, togetherness and prayer in this way, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in 

unity.” (Ps 133:1) Speaking on the importance of disciples gelling together for mission the Bible says, “He 

called the twelve and began to send them out two by two and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.” (Mk 

6:7). Further it reiterates, “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (Mt 18:20).  

Perhaps, the clearest example in the New Testament we get in Acts 4/-. After Peter and John’s arrest and 

release, the early church met together to pray. “They lifted their voices together to God.” (Acts 4:24). Together 

they asked God to give them boldness and God answered dramatically. “When they had prayed, the place in 

which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to 

speak the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:31). Sacred scripture, the traditions of the Church, the teachings 

and the orientations of the Church from time to time clearly state that community life is the backbone of 

religious life.  

 

During the time of St. Francis de Sales, religious life in his diocese was in a very sorry state. To use the saint's 

own words from his letter to the Holy Apostolic See, "The regular discipline is everywhere ruined in the abbeys 

and priories, by crass ignorance, putrid incontinence, avarice and insolent arrogance (Oeuvres XXIII: 325). 

Despite resistance from religious abbeys and priories, which was often tied to financial concerns, the Bishop 

was able to reform the monastic orders by re-instituting penitential practices. He purified first the Abbey of 

Abondance in the vicinity of Thonon, reformed the Talloires, promoted the Mendicants, was at the service of 

the strict Benedictines, etc. Later on all these helped him to found the Visitation Order. His love for community 

life, prayer and mission are extensively expressed in his letters to St. Jane de Chantal, in the Spiritual 

Conferences.  

 

Our Constitutions [Nos.79 to 115] and Directory [Nos. 76 to 98] speak extensively about community life and 

witness. The spirit of our Founder for community life was visible even before founding the Congregation. At La 

Roche, for four years (1834-38) the first band of missioners resided as a ‘religious community’ striving to create 

a tradition in keeping with the spirit and spirituality of St. Francis de Sales. The details are presented by Fr. 

Petitjean: “There reigned between the members a sincere cordiality, simplicity and modesty cementing their 

unity. Their spirit of zeal animated their activities and they shared all their experiences in the art of preaching 

and in being all to all. They made their meditation together, as well as their examen and spiritual reading. Every 

Friday they attended a conference given by Fr. Mermier. It was some of the happy moments of their first 

fervour.” [Jean Rey, 1960, pg. 36] The recreation took place in good spirits – sometimes the fathers, including 

Father Mermier played marbles. What a jolly life they led! In the evenings around the hearth after supper, they 

played children’s games and only kind and candid laughter was to be heard. (Adrien Dual, 1985, pg.52). 

 

Let us make sincere efforts to make this year a meaningful one, burning with the zeal of Jesus - “Zeal for my 

Father’s house consumes me.” Let us actualize the teaching of our Founder in our communities, “We belong not 

only to God, but to our brothers; we are members of one another – in Community.” To mark the beginning of 

the year, an animation programme for the Local Superiors will be organized in the Provincialate from 

17th March, 09.00 AM to 18th March, 01.00 PM by Rev. Dr. Dinesh Braganza SJ, Papal Seminary on 

Leadership Skills.  
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Bible Sunday in Sini Parish 

 

On 12th November 2017, Bible Sunday was celebrated in 

Our Lady of Nativity Church, Sini, to thank God for His 

invaluable Word for all who believe in His Only Son 

Jesus Christ. The faithful of the parish participated in the 

Bible Sunday celebration with great enthusiasm. A 

devotional entrance dance was followed by a solemn 

procession and enthronement of the Bible, the living 

Word of God. Rev. Fr. C.R. Prabhu was the main 

celebrant for the Eucharistic celebration. He reminded the 

faithful of the value, meaning and usefulness of God’s 

Word in every aspect of Christian life. The Word of God 

should be the centre of Christianity. Christ never gets tired of speaking to each one of us and inflaming our 

hearts with the fire of His love through His Word. Fr. Valerian Lobo who was present happily shared his 

inspiring experience of God’s Word working wonders in his life. He also encouraged the parishioners to daily 

read the Bible saying that they would certainly experience great changes in their lives. They will be nourished 

and will be filled with His grace to face the challenges of life. We need to be eager to read the Living Word of 

God and to nourish ourselves to be His true disciples. As we reflect on the written Word of God, we get to 

know and experience the Living Word, Jesus Christ and we find new life in Him.  

        Fr. Emil Tirkey MSFS 

 

Christmas Youth Gathering – Sini 
 

 For the past many years, the fathers of the Congregation of the 

Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, have been working in Our 

Lady of Nativity Church, which is a small parish in Sini, 

Jharkhand, of Jamshedpur Diocese. Till date no programmes 

were organized even at the deanery level. However, on 10th 

December 2017, our parish had a good opportunity to host the 

deanery level youth Christmas get-together. Although this 

program was only meant for the deanery youth, the whole 

parish was present for the function to give support to the 

youth. About 135 youth from different parishes of the deanery 

participated in the gathering. They presented various inspiring 

religious and entertaining programmes which created an exciting and joyful atmosphere for everyone present. 

There were plays, dances, songs and a special enriching Christmas message. 

 

Christmas is a wonderful season to experience the love, grace and mercy of God. It is a time to share Christ’s 

message in a meaningful way. People’s hearts are open and receptive to spiritual thoughts. A Christmas 

gathering of friends and neighbours brings joy to everyone as they together share delicious food, sweets and 

joyfully sing Christmas carols. We would like to express our sincere thanks to the confreres of St. John's Public 

School, Nagpur and S.F.S. School, Seraikela for their valuable support towards organizing the deanery youth 

Christmas gathering. 

 Fr. Emil Tirkey MSFS 

 

The Second Annual Province Retreat  

The second annual Nagpur Province retreat was held from 26th to 31st December 2017, at the MSFS 

Provincialate, Nagpur. Rev. Fr. K. C. Joseph OP, a professor of Sacred Liturgy in St. Charles Seminary, 

Nagpur, animated the sessions. He began the retreat with the saying, “Every retreat is a favorable and graceful 

time to rest in the Lord in silence; to review and renew our lives as MSFS religious missionaries and harvest 

fruits for the next year.”   
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The 40 retreatants reflected on the fundamental themes of 

religious life such as: 

Called to be - holy and perfect; men of prayer; conformed to 

Christ; transformed by the Eucharist; missionaries; men of the 

Rosary; Called to - serve (obedience); to love (chastity); to 

share (poverty); to form a community; The take-home 

message of the retreat was, the need of the hour is the heroism 

of early Christians. For today it means we need to be men of 

dialogue, men of holiness and men of humble service, to give 

life and in abundance.                                                                                         Fr. Lijohn K. MSFS

                                                                                                                            

Blessing of Priests’ Residence at Darkona 

 

It was a day of great joy and happiness for all the MSFS 

confreres. After so many years the Nagpur Province of the 

MSFS Congregation had re-entered to take up mission work 

in the diocese of Ambikapur, Chhattisgarh. Darkona mission 

was started in the year 2014. The blessing and inauguration 

of the priests’ residence was held on 20th January. Rt. Rev. 

Bishop Patras Minj blessed the newly constructed building 

and it was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. John Brito Muthuswamy, 

the Provincial of Nagpur Province, in the presence of many 

of our confreres, diocesan priests, religious and parishioners. 

The Holy Eucharist was presided over Bishop Patras Minj. 

After the Eucharist there was an entertaining cultural 

program by the parishioners. All those present then partook of a delicious fellowship meal. 
 

Darkona centre was separated from Rai parish. Now Darkona parish includes two sub-centres and four villages. 

The main ministry is administrating sacraments, family visits and conducting youth programs. It was a long-

awaited dream of the Bishop and the parishioners to have a separate parish at Darkona, and this dream has been 

fulfilled by the Fransalians of Nagpur Province. As we express our thanks to God for giving us another vineyard 

to work in, our special thanks to Fr. Jacob K. our former Provincial, who took up this mission and helped in all 

possible ways to build the presbytery. We sincerely thank the Sisters of Holy Cross, Jyoti Niwas, Lakhanpur 

who assisted us a lot to prepare for the inauguration day. We are grateful to all those who helped to complete 

the building. We pray that our presence and work in this mission will make a big difference in the lives of our 

parishioners.                                           

 Bro. Sameer Minj  

Silver Jubilee Celebration of SFS Church, Panderpali 

 

To thank God for His abundant blessings in this part of 

the mission we the Fransalians and all the faithful 

celebrated with joy the Silver Jubilee of SFS Church, 

Panderpali, on 22nd January 2018. It was also a time of 

re-consecration for us the MSFS working in Chota-

Nagpur. Every jubilee is a time to look back with 

gratitude and to look to the future with hope. To 

commemorate this great event, we had undertaken a lot 

of constructions and renovations – a new gate at the 

entrance, a new bell tower for the church, new statues 

were installed in the church, and in memory of late Fr. 

Philip D’Souza, MSFS a hall is being built.  
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For this festive occasion, the church and compound were colourfully decorated. The whole place was jam 

packed with many priests, religious and about 3500 faithful. The presence of many of our confreres who have 

served in this mission for the past 25 years, especially the pioneer Fr. Emil Tirkey, the Bishops of Rourkela Rt. 

Rev. Kishor Kumar Kujur and Rt. Rev. Alphonse Bilung [Emeritus], our Provincial Fr. J.B. Muthuswamy, 

brought more life to the celebration. The thanksgiving Eucharist began with an entrance dance by hundreds of 

children, youth and women to the tune of the hymn Jhilimili-Jhakamaka composed by Fr. Manoj Tirkey MSFS. 

Fr. Vincent Minj, the superior of the community welcomed the guests. The Eucharistic celebration was very 

lively with a Bible procession, Maha-Arati and recessional dance. 

 

The entertainment program consisted of cultural dances, like Munda, Khadia, Oraon and Kisan. All the guests 

and donors were felicitated with a bouquet and a traditional shawl. Bishop Kishor Kumar Kujur and Bishop 

Alphonse Bilung spoke highly about the importance of missions and missionaries. Dr. Prafulla Majhi, the local 

M.L.A. appreciated the good work done for all the people of society, through faith formation programs, 

education and other ministries. Fr. J.B. Muthuswamy, the Provincial spoke to the faithful about the importance 

of education. S.F.S. School at Bambra is going to be the MSFS contribution for the Catholics of this area. He 

also promised to renovate the Panderpali Mission School as a jubilee gift. Fr. Emil Tirkey shared about the 

humble beginnings and the struggles he had to face as the pioneer of this mission. There were a few villages 

with only a few Catholics. The only means of transport was a cycle. Mr. Ephrem Topno, the Parish Catholic 

Sabha President read the report of the last 25 years and appreciated the MSFS Fathers and Brothers for their 

dedicated service to the people. After the thanksgiving speech and final blessing all were served a delicious 

meal. To continue the celebration live music was played and the people danced with tremendous joy. I am 

grateful to all for their prayers, presence and support to the make the Silver Jubilee of our Parish a memorable 

one.                       Fr. Christopher Lakra, MSFS  
 

Feast of SFS at the Provincialate 

 

In preparation for the feast of our heavenly patron, the 

members of the community met every evening for nine days 

novena. On the feast day an arch of colourful balloons at the 

main entrance and balloons fluttering near the chapel entrance; 

the building and the entire garden well lit up, gave the place a 

festive look. Inspiring quotations of SFS were displayed at 

different areas to inspire the guests as they streamed in for the 

celebration. The chapel, altar and especially the statue of SFS 

were decorated with blooming fresh flowers, the beauty and 

the fragrance welcoming the invitees to a spiritual celebration. At 6.00 pm as the choir sang the entrance hymn 

the main celebrant of the feast mass, Bishop Elias Gonsalves of Amravati Diocese and the con-celebrants of 

around 50 religious and diocesan priests were welcomed with arati. 

 

Fr. Muthuswamy, our Provincial welcomed the guests and gave a brief message on SFS. In his homily the 

Bishop applauded the pioneering hard work of the missionaries in entire Central India. Their untiring 

evangelization resulted in the establishment of faith communities, majestic churches and chapels, and much sort 

after schools, technical and social institutions. He exhorted the faith assembly to emulate these early 

missionaries whose daring spirit and enthusiasm left no stone unturned to spread the Good News and establish 

the Kingdom.  

 

The choir of Holy Cross sisters added a melodious touch to the Eucharist. This year being the 450th birth 

anniversary of SFS, after mass the Spiritual Directory of the Congregation and a bookmark with inspiring 

quotations of SFS was distributed to all.  This was followed by a short felicitation program during which a 

biopic of SFS, prepared by Fr. Isaac was screened. Having been spiritually nourished, the aroma from the well 

laid buffet beckoned the guests numbering around 200, consisting of fathers, brothers, sisters and our 

benefactors to sup together. All joyfully mingled and chatted as they enjoyed the delicious snacks and food, 

which was rounded off by some tasty desert. With smiles on their faces and gratitude in their hearts slowly the 
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guests left for their homes. It was indeed a celebration that they will cherish for a long time. We the community 

members, who worked as a team to make it a memorable celebration, look forward to a welcome them again 

next year.                     

                             Fr. Melroy Almeida MSFS 
 

Annual Parents’ Day Celebration at Nimkheda 

 

On 27th January 2018, as the sun begins to set taking 

away its golden rays, S.F.S. English Medium School, 

Nimkheda, shines in all its glory in readiness to 

celebrate its Annual Parents’ Day. The entire school is 

well lit up and the students in colourful costumes are 

all excited waiting to get onto the stage and give their 

best performance before their expectant parents. 

 

The dignitaries, chief guest Dr. K. T. Thomas, 

Principal of S.F.S. College, Nagpur, guest of honour 

Mr. Vasudev Burade PSI, Fr. Amal Raj, Principal of the School, Fathers and Sisters were escorted to their 

places by the Head Girl and Head Boy, to the beats of vibrant music. After the lighting of the ceremonial lamp, 

God’s blessings were invoked through a prayer dance. The main program titled Janta Raja, a journey into the 

life of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was very well presented by the students of classes 1 to 10. Heart touching 

scenes with melodious music was interwoven into a dramatic play. The Principal of the school Fr. Amal Raj 

read the school report which highlighted the importance of curricular and co-curricular activities. He also 

shared about the future plans of the school. Late Fr. Valerian Gomes memorial cash award was given to the 

student who stood first in school in 10th board exam.  

 

The chief guest in his speech appreciated the Management, teachers and students for the inspiring programme 

which was well presented. He felt highly honoured to be invited as the chief guest. He urged the parents to 

encourage and praise their children for their good work and achievements, as appreciation gives them the 

strength to face the world. It is only in a school that children can make mistakes, learn to improve and become 

exemplary in their behaviour. The guest of honour was very impressed by the impeccable performance of the 

students. He wished them the very best and hoped they would turn out to be good citizens and keep the 

country's flag flying high. To round off the evening’s program all the students put up spectacular dances, a true 

display of talent. The singing of the National Anthem brought the program to a close.        

Fr. Amal Raj B  

St. Francis de Sales Sr. Sec. School Celebrates 40 Glorious Years 

 

St. Francis de Sales Sr. Sec. School, Janakpuri, New Delhi, 

founded by Rev. Fr. Thomas Thoomkuzhy, under the aegis 

of the Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Francis de 

Sales, was established on 10thApril 1978. The foundation 

stone of the building, laid on 9th July,1977 by Hon. Shri 

Sikandar Bhakt, the then Union Minister for Works and 

Housing, was blessed by his Excellency Rt. Rev. Dr. 

Luciano Storero, the then Apostolic Pronuncio to India. 

Affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary Education, 

the school had humble beginnings in tents. The missionary 

zeal of the first Director, Fr. Thomas Thoomkuzhy and the 

first Principal, Rev. Fr. Agnelo Fernandes, coupled with 

exceptional farsightedness and adeptness to assimilate the 

dynamic global scenario, gave St. Francis de Sales School a strong foundation. It proved instrumental in 

catapulting this first co-ed missionary school of formal and non-formal education of the capital, to glorious 

heights in a very short span of time. 
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Over the years, the Management including 8 Principals, 11 Vice-Principals, 5 Directors, 7 Office 

Administrators, Head-Mistresses and over 500 staff members have worked tirelessly to chisel and hone the 

intellectual, cultural and physical development of our children from the earliest stages and to the formation of 

character, by inculcating sound moral principles. Although the task was uphill, the hurdles ever-surmounting, 

the selfless dedication, toil and sweat of all the Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and teachers has borne fruit with a 

glorious journey of 40 years, with the revered motto of ‘Knowledge, Service, Charity’.  

 

From T.V programmes created by students to multi-media labs; interactive classrooms to smart classes with 

audio-visual aids; outdoor to indoor recreational space; traditional to fully-equipped infrastructure; recycled 

paper to being paperless in its transactions and mode of communication; from being eco-friendly to being eco-

warriors; educational trips within the country to sojourns abroad; in-depth seminars on socio-economic issues to 

adventure camps; from counselling on careers to psycho-social issues; from learning to blend the Indian with 

the Western to caring for the needy and becoming ambassadors of good will, the school has kept pace with the 

demand of the times and carved a niche for itself. 

 

Faith in God, gentleness, concern for the welfare of others and ‘Education of the Heart’ are the guiding pillars 

of strength for the Management and teachers who infuse multifarious life-skills among the students. As a result, 

the students acquire strong Fransalian and Indian roots, imbibe virtues and pursue excellence in diverse fields. 

When they leave the portals of the school; they learn to keep the spirit of the Indian Constitution and develop a 

secular mindset with a multicultural outlook. A salute to Team SFS, as we celebrate Ruby Jubilee! 

                                                                                                                                                    Fr. Arun P. MSFS 
 

Annual Sports Meet - St. Xavier’s School, Sini 

 

‘A sound mind rests in a sound body’. This adage tells us about 

the importance of sports and games in a person’s life. They are 

especially necessary for the all-around development of a child. 

The Annual Sports Meet of St. Xavier’s School, Sini was held on 

9th February 2018. The Chief Guest of the event was Mr. 

Snehashish Bhattacharjee, Principal of Zonal Railway Training 

Centre, Sini.  

 

The sports meet commenced at 8.30 a.m. with the hoisting of the 

school flag. This was followed by a march past by the students of the four houses - Red, Green, Blue and 

Yellow. Pigeons were released, and a welcome dance was performed. All the students got the opportunity to 

take part in various events such as running, skipping, long jump, high jump, short put, balancing race, slow 

cycling and sack race; and team events like passing the ball and relay. The winners were awarded medals and 

certificates. The chief guest in his message encouraged the students to develop their sporting talents and make 

India proud at various sporting events. The values of discipline, team work, responsibility and sportsman spirit 

were visible in the students during the events. The occasion was attended by a large number of parents and 

well-wishers. The well-organized program was possible only because of the hard work of the Principal, 

teachers and the support staff.  

        Fr. Emil Tirkey MSFS          
 

Mission Forum Meeting 

 

In answer to the call of the Superior General, fourteen members of the Mission Forum of Nagpur Province 

attended the meeting held at the MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur, on 9th and 10th February 2018. The meeting 

began at 9.00 am with half hour adoration. This was followed by a session by Fr. Agnelo Fernandes, the 

General Councillor in charge of mission, on the topic, ‘A New Understanding of Mission.’ Effective ways and 

methods were discussed as to how proactive and dynamic a priest should be in the missions and his leadership 

skills. He must be radical in his way of living. A God oriented person, he should exercise his pastoral ministry 
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with Fransalian charism. He should have the ability to adopt 

the above qualities. He needs to understand the theology of 

religious leadership; that is, God is our leader and he is on 

His mission. We are asked to participate in the mission of 

God in tune with His vision and principles. We need to have 

an intense state of emotion to participate in the life of God, 

which will make us humble missionaries, to bring about a 

union among diverse people. The implications mentioned 

were: service and communion oriented, non-imposing, non-

authoritative, non-dominant, being united despite all the 

differences, participatory leadership, a man of love. In the second session, each one presented their report, 

projecting both the strengths and the challenges they face. The second day we had a session on POCSO 

(Protection of Children from Sexual Offences) by Mr. Mushtak Pathan, a child activist. The following points 

were highlighted: Different aspects of child abuse; How to professionally handle a case of child abuse; Ways to 

handle issues related to child abuse taking place in parishes and schools. The members presented many 

pertinent questions for clarification. 

 

In the next session suggestions from the Regional Forum Meeting and the Province Mission Sangam were 

discussed and clarified. In planning for the future, it was decided to have some training for those in the 

missions. This must be done at the province level only, as situations of every province differ. It was suggested 

that during such forum meetings, two days could be fully set apart for such relevant and important seminars and 

a day for the meeting. The Provincial Councillor in charge of mission was asked to look into the arrangements. 

The need was expressed to have the Mission Sangam in 2019 also, as proposed in the previous sangam meeting. 

Though there were a lot of positive outcome of the sangam, it was pointed out that people from interior mission 

areas coming to Nagpur and seeing the different institutions and buildings of the Province, were not ready to 

support the works of the mission as before, as they get the impression that the Province has a lot of money. In 

conclusion Fr. Provincial addressed and encouraged the members working in the missions. The meeting 

concluded with a vote of thanks and wished the members the very best in their mission work.  

                                                                                                                                       Fr. Lajarus Soreng MSFS  

Innovative and Social Forum  

 

“Hands in action are better than praying hands.” The members 

of the Innovative and Social Forum of Nagpur Province met for 

their meeting on 11th and 12th February 2018. To have a fruitful 

meeting God’s blessing was prayed for during the half hour 

adoration, meaningfully conducted by Fr Christopher. The first 

session began with Fr Patras Tirkey [PCIC] extending a warm 

welcome to all the members present, especially to Fr Agnelo 

Fernandes, [GCIC] of the forum. Fr Lijohn welcomed Sr. Suma 

M.C. who was the speaker for the day and requested her to 

enlighten us. True to her charism she inspired all of us. She 

spoke at length about St. Mother Teresa and her simple ways of starting a mission. She enumerated several 

examples and incidents of Mother Teresa and kept the listeners spellbound. The root of social work is to feed 

the hungry and take care of the sick and suffering. At the end what we could gather from her motivational talk is 

the need to love one another as Jesus has loved us. There could not have been a better choice than Sr. Suma to 

inspire the participants on the topic.  

 

Then Fr. Agnelo Fernandes spoke to the group regarding the common concerns of our Province. He also 

encouraged all to continue the good work that they have begun and strengthen the social centres which have 

been started. Members shared about their ministries and whatever they are doing. It was realized that most of 

the members are engaged in other ministries than social ministry. But in whatever ministry we are able to do a 

little social work was appreciated. During this meeting no new proposals were made but whatever proposals 
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were made in the previous meetings were discussed. It was decided to take up two important proposals 

seriously. I) To strengthen the already existing Social Centre at Khamgaon. II) To start a new society named 

Manav Vikash Society in Bargaon to mobilize monetary resources for social work. All spoke well in the 

meeting and decided to do some good work in the social field. We hope that our enthusiasm will not be 

dampened, and the social ministry will take good shape in the years to come so that our Nagpur Province will 

have something positive to be proud about. The meeting ended with a special word of thanks to Fr. Agnelo 

Fernandes, Fr. Muthuswamy and the Provincialate community. All the members were thanked for their 

presence and contribution.  

    Fr. Telesfor Lakra MSFS 

Education Forum Meeting 
 

The Education Forum meeting was held on 13th and 14th February 2018 at the MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur. It 

began with words of welcome by Fr. Shijumon, lighting of the lamp by Fr. George P. [GCIC] Fr. Provincial, Fr. 

Anthony[PCIC], Fr. Joseph Koovely [SAB], and Fr. Melroy. This was followed by a reading from the Bible and 

the singing of a bhajan. The dignitaries were welcomed with flower bouquets. The resource person Fr. Joseph 

Koovely was introduced by Fr. Isaac.  

 

Day1: I) Raising the Standard of our Schools to meet 

Global Quality: A Psychological Perspective.                  

1) Curriculum Focused Leadership:  need to have an 

enriched curriculum, with equal attention given to 

academics, co-curricular activities and spiritual growth of 

the students. 2) Healthy Environment: need to create a 

supportive climate for the staff so that they contribute to 

the progress of the school. 3) Emphasis of Learning, Safety 

and Security: need to have remedial classes, team teaching, 

counselling to improve the quality of learning. Need to take 

care of the safety and security of the students.                     

4) Monitoring Performance: need to continuously monitor the work of the teachers and progress of the students. 

5) Continuous Staff Development: need to invest on input sessions and update programs. 6) Parental and 

Community Involvement: need to constantly relate to parents and the community by regular interaction             

7) Prayer: need to pray daily for the school.  

II) POCSO: Fr. Joseph shared the important and relevant points of the law, as well as some real-life issues, and 

how to handle them. It is the responsibility of the Management to protect a child from harassment and violence.  

 

In the afternoon session Fr. Isaac through a PPT shared about the Cause of our Founder Fr. Peter Mermier. The 

evening session was animated by Fr. George. Late Fr. Sayu was remembered and appreciated for his great 

contribution to the forum. Fr. George then presented the statistics of Fransalian Educational Institutions. He 

insisted that all our schools must implement the education policies of the Province, Congregation, CBCI and the 

state. The new Fransalian Education Policy Guidelines 2018-19, will be released at the Regional Seminar.  All 

schools should have Friends of Fransalians who will become bearers of the Fransalian Vision and Mission. He 

highlighted the importance of three thrusts: Spiritual, Community and MSFSness, the first day concluded with 

Holy Eucharist presided over by Fr. Muthuswamy.  

 

Day-2: The day began with morning prayer and the Holy Eucharist presided over by Fr. George. In the first 

session heads of fifteen schools presented their reports of the year’s activities through PPTs. Fr. Amaladoss 

shared the directives of the FEF to be followed in all our institutions: 1) Display Salesian thoughts in prominent 

places. 2) Implement Financial Accountability System for Transparency [FAST]. 3) Begin Alumni Association. 

4) Display Vision and Mission statement. 5) Put to good use our infrastructure after school hours. 6) Install 

CCTV, PAS and Fire Safety equipment. 7) Print profile of Fransalian Principal, Teacher and Student in the 

school diary. 8) Implement Provincial Congress action plan. Members were told to attend the Regional Forum 

Seminar to be held at Hyderabad and to send articles for Edu Times.  
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Fr. Provincial shared the following points:  

a.  One day seminar for Managers and Principals will be organized on tips to deal with school related problems 

and other important matters.  

b. Improve the quality of the school by paying attention to academics: reading, writing, speaking and listening 

skills and co-curricular activities.  

c. Principal should encourage team work; dialogue with staff and parents; be available to all.  

d. Working in schools is very challenging. Need to find amicable solutions; right approach to people and 

problems will be of great help.  

e. Schools should have and keep safe all legal documents. Minority Certificate should be obtained as early as 

possible.  

f. Immediate action will be taken to improve the standard of our Chota-Nagpur Schools.  

 

Fr. George shared the following points - all members are invited to attend the Regional Seminar. All schools 

should have Minority Certificate. All schools should send a copy of their school magazine to the General 

Councillor’s office for record purpose. 2017-18 is the ‘Year of Education’. Schools should send a consolidated 

report of activities with photographs. All new schools should have the name of SFS. The contribution from 

schools will be used for expenses of Education Seminar, Edu Times, Regional Forum Meetings, Website, 

Directory of Schools, etc. Strengthening of our spiritual life will give meaning to and sustain our education 

apostolate. During the evaluation of the seminar, members expressed their satisfaction. They suggested to 

organize update programs and financial management courses for office administrators. The vote of thanks was 

given by Fr. Arun P.                                                                                    

 Fr. Shijumon MSFS 

Formation Forum Meeting – Nagpur Province 

 

The Formation Forum meeting was held on 15th and 16th 

February 2018. To invoke God’s blessings Fr. Sandeep Tirkey 

conducted a prayer service, which included a bhajan and 

reading of the passage Mt 5:13-16. The meeting was formally 

inaugurated by the lighting of the lamp. Fr. Lalit Tigga, the 

PCIF, extended a cordial welcome to the General Councilor 

Fr. Noel Rebello, the Fr. Provincial and all the participants. 

 

Fr. Provincial emphasized the important role of vocation 

promoters and formators for the future of the Province. Then Fr. Noel in a very systematic way explained about 

the progress of development of Graded Formation of the Congregation. The Forum members made a critical 

study of the draft of Graded Formation which was edited by Fr. Isaac. Each of the six chapters were read and 

reflected upon - Vocation Promotion, Orientation, Postulancy, Pre-Novitiate, Novitiate and Regency. They 

gave some feedback and suggestions to be incorporated for the improvement of the draft. In the evening the 

members participated in the Way of the Cross. 

 

The next day in the first session, Fr. Isaac meticulously explained about the process regarding the cause of our 

Founder; steps leading to his canonization. He urged the members to promote devotion to our Founder, Fr. 

Peter Mermier. In the second session, the reports were read of our two minor seminaries - Divya Jyoti Ashram, 

Latapara and Prakash Bhavan, Mannarkkad and of our Novitiate in Varanasi. After this, the Provincial 

Congress action plan was read. To conclude the meeting Fr. Daniel Bara proposed the vote of thank and wished 

all the participants the very best in this important mission of shaping the future of the Province.                

                                                                 Fr. Lalit Tigga MSFS          
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National Educational Seminar at Hyderabad 

 

The Biennial National Seminar for confreres who are involved in the ministry education will be held at 

Hyderabad. All those are in the Educational Apostolate are encouraged to participate. The seminar will be 

hosted by the Vizagapatam Province. The schedule of the seminar:                                              

a. Arrival: 4th May - check in from 1.00 pm          

b. Inauguration: 5.30 pm - Eucharist 

c. Seminar: 5th and 6th May  

d. Hyderabad Darshan: 7th May   

For further information you may contact Fr. Sandeep Reddy-9491440474/Fr.Ravikumar-9849767590. 

 

Animation Programme for Local Superiors 

An animation programme for local superiors will be held in the Provincialate from 17th March 9.00 am to 18th 

March 1.00 pm, by Rev. Dr. Dinesh Braganza SJ. The participants are as follows: 

Allan Gonsalves, Oscar Kujur, Peter Kujur, Joseph Kailamangalam, Mathew Kodamullil, Johnson Parakapally, 

John Dive, Scaria Kadamkulam, Nobit K, Kamil Tete, Shantwan Kutekher, Ignathi Krishsagar, Lalit Tigga, 

Lajarus Soreng, Emmanuel Vattamattam, Paul Varambinakam, Bosco P, Vishwas Torne, Philip Malaparambil, 

Hilarus Tirkey, Vincent Minj, Melroy Almeida, Bijay Kerketta, Deepak Kindo, Silbester Kullu, Patras Tirkey, 

Benedict De Souza, Arun P. 

 

Training Programme for Priests Ordained Between 2010-2018  

A training programme on AFFECTIVE MATURITY for priests ordained between 2010-2018, will be held in 

the Provincialate from 27th August 9.00 am to 30th August 4.00 pm, by Rev. Dr. Tom Pannalakunnel MSFS. 

The participants are as follows: 

Peter Kujur, Silbester Kullu, P Bosco, Sylbester Xalxo, Lajarus Soreng, Anand Kullu, Amal Raju Bandanadam, 

Saiju Vettukallel, Ignathi Kshirsagar, Rijo Mechery, Christhu Raja, Arun P, Nobit Kombanathottathil, Rakesh 

Kerketta, Sudhir Kujur, Paul Varambinakam, Joseph Arulraj, Daniel Bara, Arun Ekka, Hilarus Tirkey, Telesfor 

Lakra, Damala Ramesh, Cyprian Dungdung, Henry Peter, Anson Kaliyath, Sandeep Tirkey, John Ruptake, 

Albin Joseph, Jomon Mathew, Lalji George, Lijohn K Jose, Gijo Francis, Yesudass I, John Peter, Anto Thomas, 

Jnanamani Simon, Anil Pandit. 
 

Province Retreat -2018 

Retreat I: 5th November evening to 10th November afternoon. 

Retreat II: 26th December evening to 31st December afternoon. 

Note: It is obligatory for all the members to participate in this retreat. Kindly make a note of this important 

programme in your yearly personal plan. 
 

Superior General’s Visit 

Our Superior General will be in the Provincialate on 24th and 25th September 2018. 
 

Let us pray for the Sick 

Fr. Vincent Chettiar who is recovering after surgery in Germany. 

Fr. Thomas Vadakumpadam who is taking rest after an open-heart surgery in New Delhi. 

Fr. Anthony D’Souza of Pune Province is recovering after angioplasty in Mumbai. 

Fr. Vincent Lourdswamy of Pune Province is taking rest due to severe back pain in Pune. 
 

Let us pray for 

Fr. O. V. Zacharias MSFS of South-West India Province, aged 92 died on 6th January 2018.  

Fr. André Kieffer MSFS of Franco- Swiss Province, aged 95 died on 8th   January 2018. 

Most Rev. K. Mariadas MSFS of Visakhapatnam Province, aged 81 died on 26th February 2018. 

May I request all those who have not yet fulfilled the suffrages to do the same at the earliest. (Constitutions No. 

118; General Directory No. 98). 
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Bursar’s Itinerary 

Mar 8- 9       Neemuch 

Mar 15         Darkona 

Mar 16-17    Pandripalli 

Mar 18         Latapara 

Mar 19        Ambapani 

Mar 20         Raiddihi 

Mar 21         Pabura 

Mar 22- 23   Sini 

Mar 24- 25   Sereikella 

Mar 27         Kandore 

Mar 28         Baradurgapur 

 

 

Provincial’s Itinerary 

March  

Mar 09-10     Nidadavolu 

Mar 13-14     Jalna 

Mar 17-18     Local Superiors’ Meet- Nagpur 

Mar 21-23     PCM- Nagpur  

 

 

April  

Apr 08-09     Bhusawal 
 

May  

May 01         Kullarayanpalayam 

May 02         Ordination- Dn. Anil Pandit 

May 26 -27   CRI National Meeting- Chennai        

Salesian Thought 

“Plant Jesus crucified in the garden of your heart and all the crosses of this world will seem like roses to you.” 

 

 

Fraternally yours in Christ 

Fr. J.B. Muthuswamy MSFS 

Provincial Superior. 


