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Happy New Year 2018 
 

The time has arrived to bid good bye to, yet another year and we are gearing 

up for another New Year. The New Year 2018 beckons us like a new book 

which is waiting to be authored. It is a God’s gift and needs to be explored. 

It offers us another chance to get things right in our lives. Let us embrace 

the promising year with faith, hope and gratitude. I pray for your well-being 

and wish you success in your life. Let us learn from the past to live today 

better as we hope for a brighter tomorrow. It is not out place to look back 

and see how we have utilized the year 2017 before it becomes a part and 

parcel of our long-term memory.  
 

Prophet Isaiah reminds us that God offers His people a new beginning and another chance for great things. 

“Remember not former things nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert”. When we are at the start of 

a New Year, it is good to ask whether we are really true to ourselves and our calling as Fransalians which is our 

true identity. New things just do not happen, we have to work for it. As Fransalians, we are invited to recapture 

the resolve and zeal of our Founder Father Peter Marie Mermier for mission and community life, with our 

charisma nod to live and share the spirituality of our Patron. The New Year 2018 invites us to examine our 

consecrated life as Fransalians lived in our communities and ministry, as we have begun our preparation for our 

20th General Chapter. The celebration of the 450th birth anniversary of our Patron and theme of the General 

Chapter ‘MSFS, Wake Up to the Basics’ and the declaration of 2018 as year of the Local Community are given 

to us to know our identity and recapture the identity as MSFS. These are the challenges that the New Year presents 

to us. Happy New Year and stay blessed always. 
 

Congregational Matters- 20th General Chapter  
 

1. Study Papers on the Theme of the General Chapter 
 

The preparations for the 20th General Chapter with the proposed theme “MSFS, Wake up to the Basics” have 

already begun with all earnestness. We are challenged to reflect upon the four pillars of our Congregation and 

Spirituality Our Consecrated Life in Community, Mission, MSFSness and the Spirituality of St. Francis de Sales. 

May I remind all of you to study and reflect on the working papers first of all personally, and then in communities 

and also in Apostolic Communities. These papers have already been forwarded to you. Kindly adhere strictly to 

the schedule of studying the working papers. The convenors of the Apostolic Communities are requested to submit 

the reports and proposals to the Provincial, after completing the discussions on every working paper. The 

following is the schedule for the study of the working papers. 
 

Working Paper  -    I   January – February 2018 

Working Paper  -   II   March – April-2018 

Working Paper  -  III   May – June2018 
 

Note: The above papers are printed in a booklet form. Superiors of communities kindly ensure that your 

community gets the required booklets. 
 

mailto:provincialbursarnagpur@gmail.com
mailto:Secretaryprovincialnagpur@gmail.com


2 
 

2. Official Logo for the General Chapter 2019 
   

Our beloved Superior General has presented to the Congregation the Logo for the 20th General 

Chapter 2019. The LOGO, that includes all the fundamentals of our MSFS life, is designed by 

Fr. Albert Fernandes. This Logo will be used for all our official use regarding the General 

Chapter 2019. As requested by Superior General the LOGO should be displayed in our 

Provincial House, Formation Houses, and Local Communities.   
 

3. The MSFS Personal Spiritual Directory 
 

The MSFS Personal Spiritual Directory is a practical guide to help us “To Live Jesus” in our daily lives. It is an 

adapted version for the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales and Fransalians Associates. It will guide us in applying 

the wisdom of SFS to our varied life situation. This booklet was prepared by Rev. Fr. Agnelo Fernandes, our 

former Superior General. This Spiritual Directory is designed to respond to the attraction that God gives us so 

that we can go to Him and be united with Him. It is a simple, practical and down to the earth programme, to help 

a person to live in the world without being of the world. It invites us to be in the presence of God and to live Jesus 

in our daily lives. Copies of the Spiritual Directory are made available to the members of the Province and you 

are advised to use this gift to grow in your spiritual life and our MSFSness. 
 

4. Fransalian Associates   
 

Fransalians Associates (FA) is a group of pious souls based on the values of Jesus, nurtured by the Church, attuned 

to the Spirituality of St. Francis de Sales and the missionary dynamism of Fr. Peter Mermier and inspired by the 

universal call to holiness. The members of this group can be from among lay people, diocesan clergy or religious 

men or women who wish to embrace the vision and spirituality of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales. They 

may be our co-workers, alumni, relatives or friends who are attracted to the spirituality and mission of the MSFS. 

We already have the Friends of Fransalians in Mozambique and Benefactors Association in India. At the 

Congregational level a set of guidelines is published, and you can use them. May I request every confrere working 

in parishes and institutions to encourage people who are interested in our spirituality and mission, and form 

Fransalians Associates.  
 

5. Salesian Programme Annecy- 2017  
 

‘Salesian Programme Annecy (SPA 2017)’, with the intention 

of deepening our knowledge of St. Francis de Sales, Fr. Peter 

Mermier and the Congregation was actualized from 5th October 

to 16th November 2017, in Maison du Diocèse, La Puya, 

Annecy. The primary resource person was Fr. Yves Carron, 

Provincial Superior Franco Swiss Province. The five 

participants were, Fr. Thomas (East Africa Province), Fr. Philip 

(North East Province), Fr. Issac (Nagpur Province), Fr. Timson 

(South West Province) and Fr. Adaikalarajan (Pune Province). 

The programme included a Salesian accompanied retreat, 

visiting places of importance in the life of St. Francis de Sales, Fr. Mermier and the Congregation, going to 

pilgrimage centres, an in-depth study of our Patron, Founder, History of the Congregation, Introduction to the 

Devout Life and a scientific study of the Treatise on the Love of God.  
 

During the first week, Fr. Yves Carron and Ms. Elizabeth guided us through an accompanied Salesian retreat held 

in Chavanod. Meditations on various themes of The Introduction to the Devout Life (IDL) helped us to understand 

the richness of the book. At the end of the retreat, the Holy Cross Sisters briefed us on the history of the founding 

of the Sisters of the Cross of Chavanod and its importance in the life of both Mother Claudine and Fr. Mermier. 

During the second week, we were made aware of the composition of IDL. Visit to the archives of the Visitation 

Monastery gave us avidity, as we held the original handwritten manuscripts of IDL, TLG, Spiritual Conferences, 

as well as the letters of communication with St. Jane de Chantal. We were excited to see the birth place of our 

Founder in Chaumont Parish, the Mermier Farm, the St. Germain Monastery, Talloires, the chapel and the castle 

of the birth place of St. Francis de Sales in Thorens. Lectures on the ‘little virtues’ of St. Francis de Sales by Fr. 

Anthony Kolenchery helped us to understand how SFS guided and animated persons to spiritual heights. During 

http://www.diocese-annecy.fr/diocese/maison-du-diocese-la-puya
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the third week, we were introduced to a scientific study of TLG by Fr. Samuel. We visited ‘La Galerie’, MSFS 

communities at Villa-la-Grande and Les Allinges, the Monastery of St. Benedict at Evian, Thonon Parish and St. 

Joseph’s Convent.  
 

During the fourth week, lectures were delivered on the biography of Fr. Mermier, St. Francis de Sales and 

community life. Our visit to Frangy Parish, Notre de La Gorge, Magland Church, Melan, cemetery at Annecy, La 

Roche, Geneva and Florimont, inculcated a greater sense of love and admiration for the missionary efforts of our 

pioneers. Meeting with the former Superior General Fr. Emil Mayoraz in Fribourg was a dream came true. The 

fifth week was devoted to intense lectures on St. Francis de Sales and the Sacraments, the Protestant Reformation 

and Salesian Spirituality, which helped us to understand our Patron’s contribution to the Counter-Reformation. A 

pilgrimage to Cure of Ars was one of the most touching experiences. During the sixth week, we visited the 

beautiful lake town of Annecy. At the end, we presented our inspirations, learning experiences and areas of 

interest for research, through personal projects on Salesian Spirituality. After the programme, we made a 

pilgrimage to Lourdes and Rome and celebrated a thanksgiving Eucharist with the Superior General Fr. Abraham 

and the Assistant General Fr. Mariadass in the Generalate. SPA 2017 has instilled in us a deeper missionary 

dynamism to commit ourselves for the cause of Salesian Spirituality and the Congregation.   

Fr. Issac John 
 

6. Pastoral Care, Leadership and Counselling  
 

It was indeed a privilege to attend a course in ‘Harmony’ at the Pastoral-

Theological Institute, Belgaum, on Pastoral Care, Leadership and 

Counselling by Dr. Charles Gravenstine, Professor of Pastoral Studies at the 

Catholic University of America, Washington. He is also the director of 

Ministry Program and a clinical member of American Association and 

Family Therapy. The course was for 24 days and was well organized and 

enriching. There were many practical sessions for psychological counselling 

and Pastoral Leadership. In the course of time, we also had the opportunity 

to conduct by ourselves practical sessions of Pastoral Leadership. We were asked to organize among ourselves 

various aspects of pastoral care, such how to direct parish council meetings, staff meetings in schools and 

individual counselling. It helped us to know ourselves better and be more effective in our ministry.   

Fr. John Peter 
 

7. Year 2018 - The Year of the Local Community 
 

Our beloved Superior General, Rev. Fr. Abraham Vettuvelil, has declared Year 2018 as the Year of the Local 

Community with effect from January 24, 2018 to January 23, 2019, in order to revitalize our Local Community 

which is deemed as a miniature MSFS Congregation. The theme of the Year 2018 highlights one of the four 

pillars of our MSFS way of life as envisioned by Fr. Mermier. Every confrere in the community and the Local 

Superior should work on the following objectives: My role in revitalizing the local community, various 

dimensions of community as “space”, building communion in the community, and community for mission and 

apostolate.   
 

Our Superior General has placed before us the following guidelines; 1) In the early part of 2018, the Provincials 

will convoke Local Superiors Forum Meeting. The meeting will be a day/day of animation and formation for the 

Local Superiors based on the Province Statutes, Constitutions, General Directory, Call of General Chapter 2013, 

and the Church documents on Consecrated Life. The meeting can also finalize different ways of celebrating the 

year in the Province; 2) Ensure that daily half an hour adoration before the Blessed Sacrament and becomes a part 

of community life; 3) Each Province Forum/Local Community can also suggest to the Provincial the different 

ways of celebrating the theme at the level of the Forum/Community; 4) The Provincial Administration will 

finalize the different ways of celebrating the Year of the Local Community and send a copy of the same to the 

Asst. General for information to be shared with the rest of the Congregation. 
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8. Regional formators forum of India Meeting at Nagpur  
  

The Regional Formators Forum of India meeting was held from 22nd 

to 23rd November 2017 at MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur. The opening 

session began with lighting of the lamp and a hymn to the Holy Spirit. 

Fr. Lalit welcomed Fr. Noel Rebello, the General Councillor, Fr. 

Muthuswamy, the Provincial Superior of Nagpur Province and all the 

participants. In his address Fr. Muthuswamy emphasized that in 

Education and Formation, we deal with human resources. Apart from 

formation we need to look for readiness to serve God. He thanked all 

of them for the noble work that they are doing with lots of dedication.  
 

Fr. Noel proposed to have six sessions to be moderated by different PCICs. He emphasized the three main areas 

for deliberation with a view to finalizing specific proposals. 
 

1. Proposals by RFFI which met at Hyderabad, on 25-26 June 2017; 

2. Recommendations for structural changes, proposed by PCGF, August 2017 

3. Proposals for Graded Formation given by the Parish Mission Preaching Team [PMP] which met at Guwahati, 

on Nov. 2017. 

In the first session the Province reports were presented, and clarifications were sought. In the second session the 

three Working Documents were read - 1) Additional proposals of 12 points. 2) Structural changes. 3) Feedback 

from the PMP. In the third session the two working groups discussed the recommendations and proposals. After 

the reports were read, certain clarifications were made, and modifications proposed. In the fourth session the 

members worked on the three documents. The participants then celebrated the Holy Eucharist. 
 

The second day began with Mass at 06.30am presided over by Fr. Noel. The first session began with the reading 

of the reports of the two working groups. There were interventions for clarifications and modification. In the 

second session Fr. Tony Prem presented the final draft for approval. In the third session Fr. Noel, presented four 

important programs for 2017-2018 concerning the Preparatory Committee for Graded Formation (PCGF). 
 

1. Inter-Province meeting of Rectors.  

2. Inter-Province Workshop for preparation of draft of text-books. 

3. Inter-Province Meeting of the Rectors of Minor Seminaries. 

4. Inter-Province Training programs for formators in groups. 
 

The dates for the next meeting of RFFI would be fixed by the new General Secretary after the 20th General 

Chapter. The session concluded with evaluation of the program and singing of the hymn, Bind us Together Lord.  

                                                                                                                                                          Fr. Lalit Tigga  

9. Inter-Province Meeting of Rectors at Pune  
 

The meeting of Rectors and Novice Masters was held on 11th 

and 12th December 2017, in Montfort Sadan, Pune. It was held 

in the light of the framework of the extended Preparatory 

Committee for Graded Formation [PCGF]. Fr. Benny Kootanal, 

the Provincial of South West Province presented the 

expectations of the Provincials of Indian Forum. He asked the 

participants to reflect on three questions; 1) Where are we? 2) 

Where is your brother? 3) Where is your cross? He suggested a 

new methodology for formation today. Formators should be always available to the formees and accompaniment 

of the students is a must. They should be disciplined, integral and not fall a prey to modern gadgets. They pray 

daily for 30 minutes and frequent the sacrament of reconciliation. 
 

The resource person Fr. Binu Edathumparambil, msfs shared about the Christological Model of Formation.  He 

emphasized on (a) Accompaniment - journeying with the candidate; (b) Team Work - collective effort to help the 

candidate; (c) Reporting - discovering the candidate. He also spoke about a Tri-dimensional Goal in Formation 

human, spiritual and missionary. As Jesus was united to the Father, in the formation of disciples today, we should 

have the same model and goal. Our patron St. Francis de Sales and his teachings like, “Be what you are and be at 
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its best” and “Everything by love, nothing out of compulsion” should guide the formation team as well as the 

formees. Gentleness, Humility, Optimism and Hospitality should be the hallmark of Salesian Formation. 
 

Fr. Binu concluded with an African proverb “It takes a village to raise a child”. Formation is an enormous task, 

and it requires many people who are exemplary and committed. We possess a rich missionary heritage that is to 

be transmitted to the formees and give them ample opportunities to grow.                                       

Fr. Lalit Tigga 
 

Province Matters 
 

Canonical Visitation 
 

1. Prakash Bhavan, Mannarkad 
 

I began my canonical visitation at our minor seminary in Kerala. There 

are 25 postulants studying in both first and second year. Fr. Paul 

Varambinakam, the Rector and Superior is ably assisted by a new 

formation team which consists of Fr. P.M Joseph and Fr. Jomon. 

Those who join our minor seminary after SSC will have to spend two 

years in Mannarkkad and thereafter they are sent either to SFS 

Institute, Bastora, Goa or Nidaduvole in Andhra Pradesh for their 

junior college studies as they are no longer allowed in Kerala to appear 

as private candidates for 12th Board Exam. It has created a rather 

unique problem to deal with, as those who appear for open school exam are not eligible to appear for regular 

college studies in Bangalore University and as a result Suvidya College is forced to look for alternative 

arrangements for their graduation. We need to address this urgent problem as half of our minor seminarians are 

in Goa or Andhra Pradesh. The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few is very visible in Mannarkkad 

seminary. I would like to appeal not only to the appointed vocation promoters but also to every members of the 

province to take up the task of promoting vocations to our minor seminary seriously. I would like to thank our 

formation team for sparing no efforts to train the future Fransalians with love, care, patience and firmness and 

nurture them to become good workers in the vineyard of the Lord. 
 

2. Kularayan Palayam 
 

It is one of the newly erected parishes that Nagpur Province took up for 

the pastoral animation in the month of May 2017 after a formal agreement 

with the Bishop of Sultanpet, Kerala. This parish carved out of the 

erstwhile Pazhaniyar Palayam parish on 4th May 2017. As part of my 

Canonical visitation, I was in this centre on 27th and 28th November 2017. 

Our confreres have already moved into their newly constructed presbytery 

which was built within a record time of four months, after assuming 

responsibility of the parish. The Church has St. James as its patron and 

the faithful are gearing up to celebrate the silver jubilee of the founding of the church in the year 2018. The parish 

has around 175 families. Fr. Christhuraj, the priest in-charge, his assistant Fr. Joseph Arulraj and together with 

the faithful have drawn up various programs to commemorate the silver jubilee of the church, which includes 

renovation of the church as it is 25 years old. Our fathers are involved in animation of the faithful by celebrating 

daily Eucharist, house visits, animation of BCC and sub-station mass and visiting the sick and so on. I met the 

elders of the church during my stay and they are highly appreciative of our fathers’ work. The presence of our 

fathers has certainly added more life to the parish as they have residential priests for the first time. We wish them 

all the best for their much-awaited church silver jubilee programme, which is likely to be held in the month of 

May 2018. 
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3. Canonical Visitation to other Formation Houses  
 

My canonical visitation took me next to three important centres of 

formation Suvidya College and Tejas in Bangalore and the Novitiate in 

Varanasi, and they are 19 philosophers, 2 theologians and 4 novices 

respectively. I met all of them individually and it was a moving experience 

to listen to their experiences and expectations. I am happy to inform you 

that our students are well taken care of and their needs are well look into. 

During my meeting I have shared with them the expectations of the 

Province and Congregation and they were reminded that their training period should be seen as a preparation for 

their future ministry. I impressed upon them to grow in every aspects of their lives. I had the opportunities to meet 

the formators and shared our concerns and enquired about our brothers.  
 

4. Bhanji Kandore 
 

I made my next canonical visitation to Kandore, one of the remotest missions, 

on 7th and   8th November 2017. It is in Sahibghanj district of Jharkhand state 

and was entrusted to the MSFS in the year 2013 by the Bishop of Dumka. Fr. 

Kamil Tete is the superior and parish priest. Fr. Jnanamani and regent Bro. 

Joseph are working along with the parish priest. They are involved in 

multifarious activities like family visits, village mass and faith formation. We 

have hostels for both boys and girls and a Hindi medium school which has 

reached upto Std 7. The FCC sisters are our collaborators and they extend all 

possible help to us in the pastoral and educational ministry. At present they are busy constructing the compound 

wall and the community is looking forward to construct a convent and a separate hostel for the girls in the near 

future. I have encouraged our fathers to write more projects to complete the remaining works. The school has 

reached a crucial stage and next year students will have to appear for 8th Board Exam. It goes without saying that 

this mission station is growing after we took over the mission, but certainly a lot more needs to be done in the 

coming years. 
 

5. Baradurgapur 
 

It is the second parish in Dumka diocese to be entrusted by the Bishop to the 

MSFS, to take care of the pastoral and educational needs of the people. We 

have taken charge of this mission from June 2015. Fr. Joseph 

Kailamangalam is the superior and parish priest and Fr. Anto Thomas and 

Bro. Gilbert extend him assistance to discharge the manifold works of the 

mission. This mission has new collaborators; the CSC sisters from 

Ghaziabad who joined us from June 2017. I spent two days with them and I 

am happy to share the good news that they have their residence ready now 

which was blessed on 8th December 2018. Apart from these works, like many other mission stations in this part 

of India, it has hostels for both boys and girls and a Hindi medium school up to std 6th. This mission is taking 

definite shape after our arrival and is moving forward by offering quality service in the pastoral, educational and 

hostel work. The fathers are looking forward to add more infrastructures like class rooms and hotels for the 

students and a convent for the sisters of the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity.  
 

News 
 

1. Province Retreat -2018 
 

Our Province Retreat for the year 2018 will be a Congregational Retreat with the theme ‘Walk the Way; Live the 

Grace’. It is being organized for the entire Congregation by a team. The contents of the retreat will be based on 

the four pillars of our Congregation, Our Consecrated Life in Community, Mission, MSFSness and Spirituality 

of St. Francis de Sales. This important spiritual exercise is being done keeping in mind the need to prepare the 

members for the 20th General Chapter 2019. The dates of the retreats are; 
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Retreat I: 5th November evening to 10th November, afternoon 2018. 

Retreat II: 26th December evening to 31st December, afternoon 2018. 

Note: It is obligatory for all the members to participate in this retreat. Kindly make a note of this important 

programme in your yearly personal plan. 
 

2. Mozambique Delegation Joyfully Welcomes Dr. Stephen Zimmerman 
 

The members of the Mozambique Delegation were overwhelmed with joy to 

have Dr. Stephen Zimmerman visit their mission from 19th to 24th November 

2017. He is the facilitator and contact person of Koch Foundation. This was his 

first time to Mozambique. He was very impressed to see the good works done 

through their financial support, especially the construction of many village 

chapels in the SFS Parish of Bela Vista.  He personally visited a few of the 

chapels which were sponsored by their organization. Even though it was very 

short stay, he made himself available to visit all our missions in Mavila and 

Maputo. The MSFS Delegation of Mozambique thanks him wholeheartedly for the financial support. The moment 

we inform them of our projects they respond very positively, thus making it easy for us to carry on the mission 

work. May God bless the members of Koch Foundation. We look forward to their support in future too, so that 

we can move ahead in our work for the development of the mission and the benefit of the poor people under our 

care.   
 

3. Annual Retreat in Delegation House, Matola 
 

Members of the Mozambique Delegation of Nagpur Province had their 

Annual Retreat from 3rd to 8th December 2017 in the Delegation House, 

Matola. The animator was Fr. K.P. Joseph, a member of the South 

African Region of the North-East India Province. He instilled in us the 

need ‘to start anew’. In other words, as the General Chapter 2019 calls 

us to return to the basics, so he called on us to start from the very 

beginning. The theme of the retreat was ‘Call to Renewal’. We began 

the retreat with the theme ‘Vocation as a gift of God.’ We should 

respond to this gift of God by the observance of the Evangelical 

Counsels of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience. Through the utmost adherence to these Counsels we can bear fruits, 

if only we abide in the Lord through a life of prayer. It is prayer that makes us friends of God and gets us in touch 

with ourselves. We as religious should also be ‘Men of the Beatitudes’ because the do’s and don’ts of the 

Beatitudes help us in our community life and interpersonal relationships. Being the feast of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Virgin Mary, we ended our retreat on a high note with a wonderful reflection on Mother Mary. 

The retreat was inspiring and thought provoking with vivid and empirical examples and reflections. We are 

grateful to God for His guidance and providence during the time of the retreat.                                      

Fr. Melky 
 

4. Mid-Term Regents’ Meeting at Latapara  

The mid-term evaluation of Regents was held at Divyajyoti 

Ashram, Latapara from 30th November to 3rd December 2017. It 

was attended by the six regents of our Province. The meeting 

was organized by Fr. Lalit Tigga, Councillor in-charge of 

Formation. It began with the lighting of the lamp a welcome 

program. Then we meditated on the Fransalian Formation 

Guidelines and Article No. 156 of General Directory of our 

Congregation, concerning Regency. It emphasizes that regency 

is a crucial period of formation, when for the first time we face 

real challenges in concrete situations. 
 

The resource person Fr. Freddy Santamayure SVD, dwelt deeply on the challenges we face as young scholastics 

at this stage of formation. He also made us aware of the demands that our Congregation has laid on us as religious. 
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We spent time sharing our concerns with him. It was a meaningful experience, being away from our regular 

schedule and spending some time introspecting on our life as regents. 
 

We also had personality development sessions given by Fr. Lalit Tigga on the topic 'Self-Image'. Fr. Bijay 

Kerketta and Fr. Vincent Minj shared with us about their mission experiences and the history of the mission 

stations. We had the opportunity to visit the mission stations – Pandripalli, Bamra, Ambapani and Raidihi. This 

visit helped us to know the realities of life from close quarters and to be ready for any given situation. We express 

our sentiment of gratitude to our Provincial, and Fr. Lalit for giving us this wonderful opportunity to gather 

together as a batch to evaluate our life and to renew our spirits and enthusiasm as religious missionaries. 

 Bros. Rajat Digal & Ruben Gilbert 
 

5. Blessing of Fransalian House at Baradurgapur  

8th December 2017, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, was a 

day to be remembered in the history of the Nagpur Province, as on this day, 

we had the blessing and inauguration of our new residence in Baradurgapur 

mission. It was inaugurated and blessed by our Provincial, Rev. Fr. John 

Britto Muthuswamy who was on his canonical visitation to our community. 

We were also happy to have with us Sr. Philamine, the Provincial Superior 

of the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity [CSC]. Our confreres from 

Kandore mission and the FCC Sisters who are working with them were present for the program. The construction 

took a long time due to the unavailability of labourers and materials. As the CSC sisters, who are collaborating 

with us, had to be shifted from the rented house to the classrooms, where the three of us were staying, we just had 

a very simple inauguration ceremony and started staying in the new house, though a lot of work was yet to be 

completed. It was a joy to move into our own house. Baradurgapur mission is a dream project of our Province 

and the mission is growing very rapidly. It is the need of the hour to carry on the mission work here as there is no 

access to good education for the children and proper Catholic Faith formation. We, as one family, thank God 

Almighty for His countless blessings and especially for making it possible for us to have a new house in this 

mission. We fondly remembered with grateful hearts our former Provincial Rev. Fr. Jacob Karamakuzhyil and 

his Councillors for their guidance and assistance, and all our benefactors and well-wishers who made this dream 

come true.                                                                                                                                      Bro. Ruben Gilbert 
 
 

6. Annual Parents’ Day- SFS High School, Seraikella  

The 18th Annual Parents’ Day of St. Francis de Sales School, 

Seraikella, was held on 3rd December 2017, with great zest and 

vibrancy. The Chief Guest was Mr. Chandan Kumar Sinha IPS and 

Rt. Rev. Felix Toppo, Bishop of Jamshedpur was the Guest of Honour. 

The programme commenced with a prayer song. The cultural 

programme based on the theme Sapth Bandhan began with a 

scintillating welcome dance. The students of different classes 

performed gracefully presenting the culture of the Seven Sister States 

with utmost beauty and perfection. The art forms were based on the following themes Ahom of Assam, Zainme 

of Nagaland, Hozagir of Tripura, Ho Daimo of Arunachal Pradesh, Siktuithianglam a Mizoram youth dance, Jogai 

of Manipur and Shong Shuk of Meghalaya. The School Annual Report was presented by the Principal, Rev. Fr. 

Anthony Amaladoss. The Chief Guest in his message advised the students to concentrate on their studies and 

focus on their goals. The Guest of Honour enlightened the students, teachers and parents by his motivational 

words, recommending unity in diversity.  
 

Suryakant Choudhary, the best student of the school was felicitated by the Chief Guest and Siddhant Dubey, the 

first batch topper of the school was felicitated by the Guest of Honour. Anushka Sahu a student of class 3 sang a 

mellifluous song dedicated to all the parents, which left the audience spell bound. The participants of the Seven 

Sister States then came onto the ramp stage performing the theme ‘Bhav Vibhor’ – Patriotism. The programme 

ended with the National Anthem. Heartiest Congratulations to the Management, teachers and students for the 

grand show.                                                                                                                                   Miss. Sophie Sahu 
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7. Annual Parents’ Day – SFS Sr. Sec. School, Delhi  
Bright, clear and sunny skies ushered in the most awaited 

event of the year – RUBINO 2017-18. The program began 

with the arrival of the Chief-Guest, Dr. D. Prakash Rao, 

accompanied by the school management. They were given a 

floral welcome by the tiny tots.  
 

The Head Girl gave a formal welcome to the guests and the 

parents. The first event was the March Past by the 

contingents of the four houses – Akbar, Ashoka, Chanakya 

and Pope Paul led by the Student Leadership Squad. The 

students marched to the tune of the Bugle Band. This was followed by a solemn oath taking ceremony. The Chief 

Guest then declared the event open. This gave way to various sport events for classes 6 to 11. Delightful music 

was played all throughout the events. The school now geared up to witness the drill displays for which the teachers 

had been training the students for months.  
 

The tiny tots of class 1 caught everyone’s attention in their cute red and white attire. Classes 2 and 3 shimmered 

in their blue, green and magenta hues displaying the perfection that defies age. Energetic performance by classes 

4 and 5 to a foot tapping music in their yellow and red outfits kept everyone craving for more, while classes 6 and 

7 mesmerized one and all by their red and white umbrella drill.  
 

Well synchronized dumb bell claps resonated all over the ground when classes 8 and 9 exercised in full swing in 

their orange and white costumes. Students of 10 and 11 presented aerobics with their enthusiastic moves. Section 

E brightened the day with their rainbow colored costumes – peacock and flowers being their highlights.  
 

The drill display culminated with a magnificent and colorful finale wherein formations like SFS and 40 amidst 

other wonderful formations added another dimension to the day’s events. The Chief Guest congratulated the 

students, the staff and the Management for the great display of perfection, rhythm and coordination witnessed by 

one and all.                                                                                                                                               

       Miss. Chitra 
 

8. Annual Parents’ Day – St. John’s Public School, Nagpur  

The Annual Parents’ Day of St. John’s Public School and Fr. 

Peter Mermier Pre-primary School, Nagpur were held on 25th 

November 2017 and on 6th December 2017 respectively. 

Unlike the usual entertainment programme or the drill 

display, this year the celebrations were more educational. 
 

St. John’s Public School showcased a General Exhibition of 

all the languages and subjects. The students prepared the 

exhibits in the classes with the help and guidance of their 

teachers. The parents’ involvement came by way of 

providing materials for the exhibits. It was insisted that the exhibits will have to be made in the school itself by 

the students. Thus, the preparations of the exhibits were a great learning experience for the students. On the day 

of the exhibition the students could explain about the exhibits, its working and the science behind it. It was a great 

joy for the parents to see their children explaining the various concepts. 
 

The little ones of the Fr. Peter Mermier Pre-primary School put up a dance-drama; more of drama than dance. 

The topic of their drama was the lessons that they learn in the classrooms. It was heartening to see the tiny tots 

boldly coming forward and talking on the mike or synchronising their talk with what was already taped. Their 

colourful costumes and actions added beauty to the show. The finale once again brought all the little ones on and 

around the stage, swaying to the music of the song. Both the programmes were indeed great works accomplished 

by the teachers and the students.                                                                 

Fr. George Kurickal 
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9. Drill Display – GMVV Sr. Sec. School, Nanded  
 

The GMVV family had its annual day on 9th December 2017. The 

Chief Guest was Mr. Chiranjeev Prasad, Inspector General of Police 

(Special) Nanded.  The students of classes 1 to 9 displayed a variety 

of drills. The show started at 08.30am with the student achievers in 

various fields carrying the lighted torch around the ground and the 

Chief Guest lighting the lamp. The head girl Rishima Jadhav gave the 

welcome speech.  
 

This was followed by the march past, by the NCC platoon and 

platoons of the four houses. The students of different classes then 

performed different drills. They included Camp Drill, Soldier Drill, 

Peacock Drill, Sari Drill, Lezim, and North-Eastern Traditional Dances. The program culminated with the Finale. 

Around 1600 students spread all over the ground in the form of the map of India and in unison sang the theme 

song ‘Together we can change the World’. In his speech Chief Guest praised the students who had brought all the 

colours together. He said that it was a well-planned and well executed program, and was really amazing. He also 

advised the parent to keep their children busy in studies and other activities lest they may indulge in video games 

like Blue Whale, which could seriously affect them. The Head-Boy Shardul Wadajkar proposed the Vote of 

Thanks. The entire program was planned, and the students were well trained by their teachers under the guidance 

of the Principal and Vice-Principal. The parents with loud applauses acknowledged the skillful performances of 

their wards and appreciated the hard work put in by the teachers. Congrats to the GMVV family.                

Fr. Marcus Ruptake 
     

10.  Annual Parents’ Day – SFS High School, Neemuch  
 

St. Francis de Sales Sr. Sec. School, Neemuch celebrated its 

4th Annual Parents’ Day on 11th November 2017. It was a 

very zestful and vibrant show of skill. The Chief Guest was 

Mr. Dilip Singh Parihar, MLA of Neemuch. Other 

dignitaries present were Mr. Rakesh Jain the Mayor of 

Neemuch who was Guest of Honour, and Fr. Thomas 

Kennedy, Manager of St. Thomas School, Mandsaur.  

The cultural program based on the theme ‘Sparkle’ (Smile, Shine and Grow) commenced with a scintillating 

welcome dance. The theme was introduced by a wonderful visual presentation. The tiny tots of SFS performed 

with great energy and zeal. The Prize Distribution Ceremony followed; the Chief Guest gave prizes to the 

academically meritorious pupils of the school. The cultural program focused on various themes like, ‘Save the 

Earth’, ‘Life of a Student’ and a patriotic dance showing the victory of good over evil. The Chief Guest shared 

his words of wisdom and he encouraged the students by appreciating their talents. Rev. Fr. Christhu Raja, the 

Principal presented the Annual Report of the school. The grand finale dance performance was performed by more 

than 100 students and it was delight to watch them performing with great enthusiasm. All the parents and guests 

enjoyed and appreciated the efforts put up by the children. They congratulated the Management and the teachers 

for organizing a well co-ordinate annual day and giving the students a platform to showcase their talents. The 

program came to a close with the singing of the School Anthem.  

                                                                                                                  Ms. Madhuri Purohit 

11.   Annual Parents’ Day - St. John’s High School, Nagpur 
St. John’s High School celebrated its Annual Parents’ Day on 16th 

December 2017. The theme was Navrasa - Expressions - The 

Mystery of Life. After the welcome ceremony, the Principal, Fr. 

Peter Dominic, read the annual school report giving details about 

the excellent performance of the students in academic, curricular 

and co-curricular activities. The students from different classes 

then presented their performances on the Navrasas. The 
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performances emphasized that our emotions transform this world of appearance into the more intimate world of 

sentiments. 1) Adbhut Rasa – wonder and curiosity; 2) Vaatsalya Rasa – selfless love; 3) Hasya Rasa – laughter; 

4) Shringaar Rasa - enhancing beauty; 5) Veer Rasa - bravery and self-confidence; 6) Rowdram Rasa - divine 

fury of nature; 7) Bhayanak Rasa - struggle against fear; 8) Shanti Rasa – calmness; 9) Bhakti Rasa - love and 

devotion. Finally the scintillating finale summed up all the nine Rasas. The Chief Guest Rev. Fr. Jerome Pinto, 

Vicar General of Nagpur Archdiocese spoke highly of the achievements of St. John’s School. The Guests of 

Honour Dr. Milind Mane MLA and Mr. Anil Pardhi Deputy Director of Education, praised the performance of 

the students and the service rendered by the MSFS in the field of Education in Nagpur. Almost 5000 parents, 

guardians and well-wishers viewed the program with enthusiasm. The entire show was very impressive and heart 

throbbing. The program ended with the singing of the National Anthem.                                 

Fr. Peter Dominic 
 

12.  Internal Auditing by the Provincial Bursar 
 

One of the important functions of the Provincial Bursar is to monitor the financial administration of the Province. 

He conducts internal auditing every year. He inspects the management of temporal goods in communities and 

institutions and verifies them, to ensure that they are administrated in the true spirit of the Constitutions and the 

General Directory. He will begin his internal auditing from January with prior information. Therefore, may I ask 

the local superiors and heads of the institutions to extend to him your full co-operation. The purpose of this 

exercise is to study and analyse the prevailing system of management of temporal goods. In case the person in-

charge of records and accounts is absent during the visitation of the Bursar, kindly make arrangements to provide 

the relevant information.  
 

Bursar’s Itinerary 
 

January 2018 
 

Jan 10- 11    Jalna 

Jan 12          CIDCO, Aurangabad 

Jan 13          FTI, Aurangabad 

Jan 14- 15    Nanded 

Jan 16- 17    Kinwat, Himayatnagar 

Jan 19- 20    St. John’s School, Nagpur 

Jan 22- 23    St. John’s Public School, Nagpur 

Jan 26          Tuman, Nimkheda 

Jan 29          Bhusawal and Karanji 

Jan 30          Khamgaon and Buldhana 

Jan 31- 01    February Badnera 

 

February 2018 
 

Feb 3- 4        Mannarkkad 

Feb 5- 6        Kullarayan Palayam 

March 2018 
 

Mar 1- 2      Varanasi 

Mar 3- 4       Delhi 

Mar 5           Mahima 

Mar 6- 7       Jajjhar 

Mar 8- 9       Neemuch 

Mar 15         Darkona 

Mar 16-17      Pandripalli 

Mar 18         Latapara 

Mar 19             Ambapani 

Mar 20         Raiddihi 

Mar 21         Pabura 

Mar 22- 23   Sini 

Mar 24- 25   Sereikella 

Mar 27         Kandore 

Mar 28         Baradurgapur

 

Let Us Pray For 
 

Bro. Moises’(Mozambique) aunt, Mrs. Naomia Chiwete, passed way on 03th December  2017.  

Fr. Sebastian Annaikandathil’s brother, Mr. Varghese, aged 90, passed away on 06th December 2017. 

Fr. Alphonse Arockiaswamy’s aunt, Mrs. Chinnamma, aged 72, passed away on 13th December 2017. 

Fr. Muthuswamy’s Freternal aunt, Mrs. Muthamma, Aged, 85, passed away on 12th December 2017. 
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Provincial’s Itinerary  
 

January 2018 
 

Jan 02- 03 Kinwat 

Jan 04- 05      Nanded 

Jan 06- 07      Jalna 

Jan 08- 09      FTI 

Jan 10- 11      Cidco 

Jan 12- 13      Khamgaon 

Jan 14- 15      Badnera 

Jan 16- 17      Nimkheda 

Jan 19- 20      Darkona 

Jan 21- 22      Ambapani  

Jan 22            Pandripalli  

Jan 23- 24      Latapara 

Jan 25            Provincialate 

Jan 26            PCM 

Jan 28            Vinay Sadan 

Jan 30- 31       Sini 
 

February 2018 
 

Feb 01- 02      Seraikella 

Feb 03- 04      Raidhi 

Feb 05- 06      Pabura         

Feb 07- 16      Nagpur 

Feb 19- 20      Pune 

Feb 21- 22      Goa 

Feb 26             Nagpur 

Feb 27- 28       St. John’s  
 

March 2018 
 

Mar 01- 02      Mermier Sadan 

Mar 03-04       Provincialate 

Mar 09- 10      Nidadavole 

 
 

 

Salesian Thought 

Zeal to Serve God 
 

We are like birds which fall at once to the ground unless they increase the movements and strokes of their wings 

to keep themselves in flight. That is why, it is necessary that you renew and repeat very often the deliberate 

decisions you have made to serve God. (IDL, Part V, Ch.1) 

 

Fraternally yours in Christ 

Fr. J.B. Muthuswamy msfs,  

Provincial Superior. 

 

 

             


